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Hello friends
Now it has come to the end of another year, and I hope this
newsletter finds you all keeping well and enjoying more
freedoms after our difficult rolling lockdowns.
A.B.N. 55 005 611 601
Contact:

25-35 High Street
PO Box 443

Our thoughts are especially with those who have lost their loved
ones during this year - whether from COVID or other reasons, it
has been a challenging time to farewell friends and family members. We know that the
memories we hold of our beloved family and friends will always remain in our hearts
and minds.

Prahran Victoria 3181
Voice: 03 9525 1158
E-mail: admin@jpc.org.au
Website: www.jpc.org.au
Office Hours

MON - WED
9.30am to 3.30pm
THURS - FRI
By Appointment Only
Staff
Fr Wayne Edwards
Gail Finn
Sophie Duncan

Katrina Mynard
Teresa Paulet
Melissa Thompson
Diane Backholer
Sr Janette Murphy sosj
Margherita Riccioni
Executive Manager

Our 40th Anniversary celebrations were finally able to be held on Sunday 5th
December after a few postponements! It was fabulous to see such a large number of
attendees - 110 people! The smiling faces said it all—grateful for a chance to reconnect
as a community for a special celebration.
The event was very successful, the Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Peter
Comensoli, with concelebrants; Fr John Hill, Fr Greg Bourke and our own Chaplain Fr
Wayne Edwards. The luncheon afterwards was superb and our MC, Gerard Hynes,
brought lots of humour to the afternoon.
The table decorations were magnificently created and donated by the Deaf Arts &
Crafts Group. We also had the launch of our 40 year short book which was supported
through generous donations from the Stonnington Council and Deafness Foundation. A
huge thanks to Melissa, Teresa, Katrina, Gail, Margaret and Janette for their input in
the creation of the book. I hope you enjoy reading about JPC’s history and can
reminisce with stories of your own involvement in our centre through the many
photos.
At the Sunday event we also had our usual Christmas raffle. Most of the items were
donated by staff and friends connected to the centre so a huge thanks for their
generosity.

Carmel Phillips
Chairperson JPC Board
Trevor Hughes
Board Members

I have attended the ‘Mission Inspired Leadership’ workshop series over the last four
months. They have held inspiring workshops online via Zoom and amazingly I had
interpreters working from Japan, Adelaide and other places. It I amazing how VRI has
changed the interpreting industry and they can be streaming in from anywhere !

Brian Tooth (outgoing Treasurer)
Dean Sinclair (incoming
Treasurer)
Br Shane Wood (Minutes)
Damien Backholer
Sonya Tissera-Isaacs
Evelyne Albrecht

The workshops were really inspiring and assisted me in focusing on the Mission of JPC.
One particular story that I found compelling was about the ‘Opening of the Sand Bar at
Lake Tyers Beach’ in Gippsland, east of Melbourne. The lake has a sand bar between
the lake and the sea, and only recently the sand bar gave way and opened up to the
sea. It was a visualization that connected deeply to the Ephpheta ‘Be Open’ celebration
at JPC. Truly our doors at JPC will always be open, and the connection of the Deaf
community is vivid and strong. This was an inspiring indeed.

Lucille Bennetto
Next Newsletter Deadline
MARCH 2022
JPC would like to thank the community
members for allowing us to use their photos
in this publication and we acknowledge the
front cover advent image from iStock Images
and other images from StockUnlimited.

Lastly, I thank you all for your wonderful support and patience after our two difficult
years during covid challenges. May 2022 brings you all hope, laughter and time with
your loved ones.
On behalf of JPC Board and staff, I wish you all a very merry Christmas and hope the
new year will bring you lots of happiness.
See you in 2022. ’til next newsletter,
Take care
Carmel
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To My Dear Friends at JPC including their extended Families and Friends,
Christmas 2021.
For many of us this past year (closer to two years) is probably one that we want to put behind us. We look
forward to the year ahead having slowly come out of the lockdowns and restrictions that have assailed us, our
family and friends and the impact Covid has had on the whole of humanity. Till recently we didn’t know when
the freedoms would return and whether we would be able to celebrate Christmas as normal. What we can be
certain of is the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as a little baby. The time of Advent is upon us, a
time of preparation to receive the Baby Jesus, who though Son of God, becomes one of us. Let us be awake,
not sleepwalking into the days ahead. We recall the story of Jesus again, and that memory of love becomes
the ground of our hope. The future holds hope because we are convinced of God’s actions in the past. That’s
why we retell the story again and again, beginning with each Advent. Advent builds up hope, stressing how
God is ever coming towards us. Hope is the anchor which holds fast in storm. Advent’s prayer is ‘come’. As
long as there is someone coming – that someone Jesus Christ - there is hope. We all need to be reminded of
God’s love. When we do, we see how far-reaching God’s love is when we look at His Son, Jesus. Only when we
keep looking at him throughout the year can we keep the reason for hope alive. May Advent be a season when
the branch of faith grows, as we stand erect, heads aloft, face aglow in
expectation. I pray that all at JPC and the wider deaf community along with
family and friends enjoy this season of Advent diligently preparing and ready
for the celebration (Christmas) of the birth of Jesus Christ. May it be a happy
and holy time for all.

With my Prayers and Love
Yours in Christ
Fr Wayne Edwards
Chaplain to the Deaf

Want to give back to the Community?
The John Pierce Centre is overseen by a committed Board of
Representatives and Subcommittees who support the
overarching operations of the JPC.
We are seeking expressions of interest from Deaf individuals
to join our Board of Directors or one of our Board
Subcommittees: Finance Subcommittee or Management
Subcommittee.
You do not require past Board committee experience, just a
keen interest in supporting the work of the JPC.
Help shape the future of JPC and learn some new skills.
JPC is also seeking expressions of interest from Deaf or hearing
individuals as a Minute Taker for meetings of the Board Sub
Committees. Experience in taking meeting minutes is
preferrable.
Feel free to ask any questions or request further information:

JPC Executive Manager
manager@jpc.org.au

Thank you!
Thank you to the Stonnington Council for
their recent grant towards the development
of the JPC 40 Years Anniversary Book
remembering the history of the John Pierce
Centre and the Deaf Community at it’s
heart. It is only with the financial support of
local organisations
that JPC could
develop a
meaningful
commemorative
item for the
community to
cherish.

John Pierce Centre

o
4
years

Celebrating 40 years of the
John Pierce Centre!
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40 Years of the John Pierce Centre

Remembering 40 years at JPC in our history and reflections
book! Those that attended the event received a copy of the
book.
If you missed out on attending the 40th anniversary event, but
would like a copy of the book, you can purchase a book from
JPC for $20.
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Centre Update
Now that Victoria has achieved 90% vaccination rate it means that community
groups have been able to return to the centre. Even though we were only able
to conduct a few group sessions for the last part of the year, those that attended were
truly glad to return and catch up with each other.
In 2022 group activities will return to normal and there is no limits on group numbers. However, to ensure
the highest level of safety and following Government guidelines, all attendees must provide proof of
vaccination or proof of exemption from vaccination. On arrival for activities in the centre people must use
the QR system. If you are unable to use the QR system we will assist with the JPC ipads to note your
attendance and you must bring a copy of your vaccination certificate.

Christmas Closure Dates:
JPC will be closed from Monday 20th
December and will re-open on Monday 31st
January.
Staff will be on leave during this time but if you have
urgent need of support please contact the Pastoral
Team Leader—Katrina Mynard via SMS.
We are still available to support your needs and
refer you to appropriate services if you need
anything urgently.

We take this time to rest and rejuvenate as well as
spending time with loved ones and we will see you in
2022.

We remember always, those that have been
a part of our lives, as their spirits are
weaved through the story that is our
Deaf community.

Rest in Peace
Elaine Joseph – Aug 2021 Aunt of David Wise
Vicente Anell – 31st Aug 2021 Husband of Pepita
Mike Lake – 10th Sept 2021 (Geelong)
Don Gravette – 13th Sept 2021 Husband of Barbara
Andrew Wojcik – 16th Oct 2021 Husband of Meg
Brian O’Grady – 19th Oct 2021
John Cole - Oct 2021 (Bairnsdale)
Patricia Fraser – 7th Nov 2021 Wife of Peter, mother
of Trudy and Seona
Robert McDonald – 26th Nov 2021 Husband of Janet

Memorial Mass
A lovely Memorial Mass was held at JPC on Sunday 21st November to remember all those that we have lost in
the last 12 months. We also had two plaques placed on the memorial stone in the garden. Remembering
Maree Hynes—wife of Gerard Hynes and sister of Katrina Mynard. Remembering John Renehan.

Almighty God, we rejoice in your promise of love, joy and peace. In your mercy turn the darkness
of death into the dawn of new life, and the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven; through our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who died, rose again and lives for evermore. Amen.
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Margaret Urquhart
On October 29th, 1980, at the request of Paul Buttigieg, the then chair of the
committee that became CADM, Margaret Urquhart agreed to become their secretary
which included taking the Minutes of the monthly meeting. Margaret continued in this
role until 1st February, 2003, when she left to receive chemotherapy treatment. During
these years, the Liturgy committee was largely drawn from CADM, led by Sr
Vendremina. Margaret was the minute taker for 10 years and also the scribe for the
prayers and hymns of the monthly Mass. The words were all hand written on overhead
transparencies.
Margaret was on the executive committee for National CADHIPA from 1986 until 1997. During that time she
was Secretary and minute taker in 1986, then 1987 – 1990 when Stan Batson was the chair and in 1997 when
Pat Counsel was the chair. She was the minute taker for the three Deaf Encounter Christ (DEC) retreats in
1986/7/8 and one of the menu deciders which was minuted for each meal.
Margaret was invited onto the Board of Directors in 1997 , under the old Constitution and retired in 2017. After
retiring, she did the Board Minutes a few times and the 2020 AGM which was on zoom. In 2001 Margaret was
secretary for the first dinner dance at Moorabbin Town Hall.
In 2017, Margaret became Minute Taker for the Finance Sub-Committee but was not on the committee. She
retired from that position in 2020 and has been on the Management sub-committee and minute taker since 2011.
During that time, Margaret was part of and minute taker for the working party for upgrading the Constitution. Also during
that time, she wrote up various stories from some of the Deaf Community for the 40 year book.
Since the directors’ awards began, Margaret has written up the recipients’ stories of their generous work for JPC.
Margaret decided to retire from this work in December this year, given she is now in her
80th year and admits that her hearing is not as acute as it used to be.
Margaret reflects that “It has been a great 41 years and 2 months and I have enjoyed the work
and met some truly wonderful people in Melbourne and other states of Australia. I am happy to
continue as a volunteer if ever there is something she can do to help. Big thankyou and God’s
blessings to everyone.”
From all of the board and staff of JPC (past and present) we offer a huge thanks to
Margaret Urquhart (or Marg U as she was known in the CADM days) for her tireless support to
the John Pierce Centre and the Deaf community.

Office HoursMON - FRI: by appointment only as
deemed necessary. Please make
contact via email at
admin@jpc.org.au
Your contribution:
Help us to support Deaf people and
their families throughout VIC by making
a tax deductable donation today.

www.givenow.com.au/jpcdonations

Leave a bequest
By leaving a gift to John Pierce Centre in your
Will, you will have a lasting impact, supporting
our Centre for years to come. It is a powerful
reflection of the values and principles you
treasure. It enables you to create a legacy of love
and care for those in need.
For more information, please contact our office
on 03 9525 1158 or email admin@jpc.org.au
Thank you.
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Community Activities Update
The John Pierce Centre community groups back in 2022!
Community groups will be on again in 2022 in accordance with the
Government guidelines for community centres. In order to attend a group
activity, you must QR code on arrival and provide proof of vaccination via
the QR app or with a printed certificate, or a letter stating exemption
from vaccination.

Signee Tots

Dear Santa,
For my gift this year, I would like to ask that
Signee Tots be able to run face-to-face as
planned in 2022. These are the Tuesdays we
would like to run in Term 1, between 11am and
1pm:
Feb 15th, Mar 1st, Mar 15th, Mar 29th.
You can be sure that all the Signee Tots will
leave out lots of delicious milk and cookies for you
on Christmas Eve, as well as crunchy carrots for
your reindeer, if you please let us have Signee
Tots next year.
Thank you,

Melissa Thompson
Signee Tots Coordinator
Remember!! For information on any community activities, please contact Katrina:
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Deaf Arts & Crafts
What a very busy and successful
year with the Deaf Arts and Craft
Group! The artwork was absolutely
stunning and I'm so proud of this
group.

Again over the past few months we
have done arts from home and
shared our creative projects online.
Recently we were able to come back
to JPC and work on creative projects
as a group. It was great to be back
together to end the year together.

The group also created the artwork
for the table centre pieces at the
JPC 40 year anniversary! Fabulous
work by all and was admired by the
whole community at the event!!

First session back in 2022 will be

Friday 11th February!

Pankina & Deaf Men’s Group
Co-ordinated by Diane Backholer
Another turbulent year with
lockdowns, thankfully the Ladies’ have been able to
reconnect in recent weeks to enjoy some time
together catching up. We hope for a great year in
2022.
First event for 2022 will be

A challenging time again over the past few
months as we weren’t able to gather at JPC for
the Pankina and Men’s groups. We had a lovely
final catch up before Christmas and we hope for
a great return to activities in 2022.

First event for 2022 will be

Monday 31st January!

Wednesday 9th February!

SMS: 0400 660 601 / E: k.mynard@jpc.org.au
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JPC Third Sunday Mass
JPC welcomed back attendees for mass at the centre
in November. It was lovely to be back face to face for
services. In 2022, we will continue to provide
livestreamed mass on Facebook as well as onsite
services. We encourage you to come to mass on the
third Sunday of each month as we return to a covid
normal running of the centre. At this stage all
attendees must use the QR code upon entry and
prove double vaccination or exemption from
vaccination. We can help you when you come in to
JPC.

JPC Mass & Prayer Video Series
During another challenging year, the staff of JPC have
worked tirelessly to remain engaged with the
community. Whilst we were not able to come
together to celebrate our monthly Mass or share in
faith and reflective discussions, the team have
continued to provide regular Prayer Videos as well as
recording our monthly Mass which is put up on
Facebook and our Website.
We have received such positive feedback from the
community and we hope that it provides you with
some connection to JPC and faith each week.

Sunday 19th December St 11am Televised on Channel 31
Patrick’s Cathedral, East (or channel 44)
Melbourne
Friday 24th December JPC 3pm at JPC or you can watch at
Christmas Eve, Prahran
www.facebook.com/johnpierce
centre

Friday 24th December St
Patrick’s Cathedral,
East Melbourne

Midnight Mass at St Patrick’s or
watch on Channel 31

Sunday 16th January JPC, 11am at JPC in Prahran or watch
Prahran. Welcome back
www.facebook.com/johnpierce
Mass 2022!
centre
Sunday 20th February
JPC, Prahran

11am at JPC in Prahran or watch
online

Wednesday 2nd March
JPC, Prahran

11am at JPC in Prahran or watch
online

Sunday 20th March JPC,
Prahran

11am at JPC Prahran or watch
online

Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral
Deaf Interpreters have returned to work each
Sunday at St Patrick’s Cathedral for the 11am mass.
There was a short break in September/October due
to tightening of Government restrictions. We
recognise the inequity of not having interpreters on
the screen for mass and the disappointment of
community about this issue. We continue to
support the inclusion of interpreters on screen and
are happy to be back at St Patrick’s after the easing
of Government restrictions.

Christmas Eve Masses
Friday 24th December
With the easing of restrictions we hope that you
can join us for Christmas Eve Mass.

There is a service at JPC at 3pm
Then there is a midnight mass service at
St Patrick’s Cathedral in East Melbourne
at 11:30pm-1:00am
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Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the
birthday of Christ experience the joy of salvation and
celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Melted Snowmen Biscuits
For a perfect Aussie Christmas in the hot
summer, why not have some fun in the kitchen
and make these melted snowmen biscuits!

Good fun for the kids...and the adults! Yum!
1.
2.
3.

Make some butter biscuits or buy some
round biscuits.
Decorate with
white icing.

Add snowmen features: marshmallow head, licorice arms and
small lollies for eyes, nose and buttons.

John Pierce Centre

Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the
birthday of Christ experience the joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Merry Christmas
JPC will be closed to the public and community over Christmas. If you have any urgent queries,
please contact Carmel Phillips (sms only) 0414 427 386
Please tick below:

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please print clearly

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………...…….
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………...………
Suburb …………………………………………………………………… Postcode ……………..…….….

SMS: ………………………….. Fax No: …………………………
$10.00 fee paid, how? Cash…………….Cheque……………..Credit Card……………..

We will not be
able to send you a
hard copy if we
have not received
$10.00. Thank you
for your
understanding

Receipt Required? Yes………..No…...… Can we email your receipt? ……………...…………………………...…...…...…
John Pierce Centre Newsletter
If undelivered please return to:
PO Box 443, PRAHRAN 3181
Print Post Approved
PP325841/00013
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