
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of the John Pierce Centre  

As we embark on our annual Ephpheta Appeal, we reflect on 

the meaning of “ephpheta” which is to “be open”.  After a 

year of isolation, adaptation and commitment to remote              

connection we are excited to have our Centre once again “be 

open” to the Deaf Community of Melbourne and Victoria. Our 

coming back together has truly made us grateful for what we 

have here, which is a warm and welcoming Centre for the   

community, where Deaf people can come and catch up with 

each other and staff; have a coffee and a chat, and receive the 

specialised support that is offered at the John Pierce Centre (JPC). In fact, we are the only Deaf Catholic Centre in    

Victoria, and Deaf community members travel from all over metro Melbourne and regional areas to attend our     

community activities and receive pastoral support. 

 

The JPC are proud to have Auslan (Australian Sign Language) as the primary method of communication, and the     

Centre is purpose built to suit the visual needs of the community. Our Deaf and hearing staff communicate with our 

members in Auslan and all our activities and Masses are accessible in Auslan. We acknowledge the cultural right of 

the Deaf community to be leaders in their faith, community and organisations and we strive to be allies to this vibrant 

and expressive community. 

 

 

John Pierce Centre                                        

25-35 High Street / PO Box 443             

Prahran, Victoria 3181                       

Tel: (03) 9525 1158                                         

E: admin@jpc.org.au                                    

W: www.jpc.org.au 

ABN: 55 005 611 601 



An accessible service is critical to many of the Deaf community who are not eligible for the      

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) due to their age. We do not wish for these people 

to fall through the gaps, so we continue to provide services in supporting their social and       

emotional wellbeing. This can be anything from supporting them to make an appointment and 

attending with them to make their will; or to support in arranging a funeral; or booking            

interpreters to support communication with family. We are primarily a pastoral support           

organisation, but we support all Deaf people and their families with any issues that they are   

facing and/or refer them to appropriate services to be supported.  Support is provided face to 

face in the Centre or through outreach into local areas and homes, as well as online via technology. The community are  

vibrant and the Centre is always full of smiling faces. It is like “home” for many that attend. 

 

Though we do not charge for services and activities, the cost to run such an organisation is substantial and whilst we       

recognise that many people have been affected by the pandemic, if you do have the capacity to make a tax deductible    

donation at this time, it would be of huge benefit to the Deaf community and our work in supporting Deaf people through 

another challenging year and throughout their lives. 

“The John Pierce Centre seeks to empower all Deaf people and their families                               

within Victoria to live their lives to the full.” 

Please see the envelope attached to make a donation or go online to 

www.givenow.com.au/jpcdonations  

With gratitude, 

 
Carmel Phillips 

Executive Manager  

The John Pierce Centre  

Support the Deaf Community and vital work of The John Pierce Centre 

Email: 

Phone: 

Donate today on the phone 03 9525 1158 OR via our        

donations website www.givenow.com.au/jpcdonations 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick to receive our e-newsletter 

 

Please accept my support of: 

$20              $50              $100                  Other: 

I’d like this donation to be:   Once-off             Monthly 

Please enclose your cheque or money in the attached      

envelope made payable to The John Pierce Centre or     

complete the Credit card details on the envelope or below: 

Name on card:  

MasterCard   Visa  

Card Number: 

Expiry Date:                       CSC: 

Signature: 

http://www.givenow.com.au/jpcdonations

