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Next Newsletter Deadline
               JUNE 2021
 
From JPC Executive Manager:
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2021. We are all hoping for a brighter 2021 after our challenging year with COVID. We recognise the anxiety, concerns, loneliness and loss of loved ones that we all experienced during 2020.
I am extremely proud  of the JPC staff who worked tirelessly in adjusting the way they worked so that they could remain connected with the community. It has been amazing to see the success in contacting community via technology as well as supporting each other to get through such a challenging time. I thank each of them for their great work and commitment to the team.
 
I am hoping that this year will return to a ‘new normal’ and the return of the Community groups. It will be a slow and staged return to ensure safety of everyone entering the centre. Each of the groups committees and Coordinators have undergone COVID safe training to maintain the cleanliness around this Community Centre and new rules and regulations. It is worth the time to make sure we get this right and we look forward seeing your smiling faces once again!
 
I welcome Sophie Duncan and Sr Janette Murphy to the JPC Staff Team. Sophie has a deaf daughter who attends Victorian School for the Deaf. She is keen to improve her Auslan and has fantastic administration skills.  For those who knew Janette, yes, she has returned! Janette will be working in the Pastoral Care Team alongside Katrina Mynard. She will be available for visits to clients and seeing people at JPC. Welcome back Sr Janette!
 
I would like to express my gratitude to The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne for their continued commitment to providing Interpreters at Sunday Mass. They also provided interpreters for the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass which I attended and thoroughly enjoyed in the beautiful St Patrick’s Cathedral.
We will have busy year – :
■ Fr Peter Robinson’s Memorial Mass was held on the 21st of March. You are welcome to come and have a look at the memorial garden and plaque when you next come into the centre.
■ The JPC Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 18th April at 1.30pm.
■ Deaf Victoria to present on their COVID-19 Outreach Project on 29th March focusing on community issues through lockdowns and communication challenges..
■ Nicky Long, CEO, Expression Australia to visit JPC on 29th March.
■ 40th Anniversary Celebrations which were postponed last year, will now be held on Sunday 15th August at The Catholic Leadership Centre, please save the date and we will advertise when tickets are available to be purchased.
 
Staff news: It is with great sadness that two of our beloved staff members will resign this year after many years of valuable service to JPC.
Christine Elder who has been with us for almost 14 years. Her extraordinary knowledge and skills as Office Manager will be sorely missed but we wish her well for the next great adventure in life.
Deb Wadsworth who was initially only going to be with us for 6 months and ended up staying on for 3 years! First as Executive Manager and then Strategic Manager, she has been a terrific mentor to me over the past 12 months.
They will be farewelled by the Board of Directors, Staff, Community and Stakeholders during our AGM in April.
 
In closing I would like to say that I am looking forward seeing you all once again at one of our gatherings, be it at a community group, Mass or one of the events this year.
Carmel Phillips
JPC Executive Manager
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To My Dear Friends at JPC including their extended Families and Friends,
 
Easter Sunday JPC. The Season of Lent and the Easter celebrations of Jesus rising from the dead is a        journey. From Jesus being led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit and being tempted by the devil; to His transfiguration on Mount Tabor a prophetic glimpse of His glory after His resurrection from the dead; His return to Jerusalem and His outrage at the behaviour of the people in the Temple; his meeting with the agnostic     Nicodemus and explanation of who He is and His mission; His challenge to those who followed Him and  the implications for those who chose to do so; His entry into Jerusalem amidst the crowd’s waving of palms and olive branches in His honour and before the week is ended turning into His arrest and death on the cross. These are the Sunday Gospel readings for Lent. A journey that belongs to Jesus but one that is ours too. It has been quite a journey for most of if not all us this past fifteen months in the midst of a global pandemic. How have I conducted myself in this time and in this Season of Lent? One of the tenets of our faith as Christians is that Jesus died for our salvation and rose from the dead that we too might share eternal life. The Season of Lent properly understood and responded to, parallels our journey of temptation, of discovering what is right and good, the anger we feel with those who disrespect and perpetuate injustice, the gradual understanding of what is given, the response we make in righting the wrongs and gratitude for gifts and blessings received. Lent is a Season of journey with the other. Jesus walks with us and we walk with him and others. Easter is the great  celebration, the fulfilment of Jesus’ work. Jesus has been victorious over death and has risen from the dead. Because of the Father and Son - Jesus Christ – we too look forward to rising from the dead, a victory that was won for us by the loving God.  May the blessings of Easter and the risen Lord be with you and your families and friends.                                                                                                        
“True encounter with Christ liberates something in us, a power we did not know we had, a hope, a capacity for life, resilience, an ability to bounce back when we thought we were completely defeated, a capacity to grow and change, a power of creative transformation. For the Christian there is no defeat, because Christ is risen and lives in us, and Christ has overcome all that seeks to destroy us or to block our human and spiritual growth.”                                                                                                                                                                                                          
He is Risen by Thomas Merton
With my Prayers and Love
Yours in Christ
Fr Wayne Edwards
Chaplain to the Deaf
 
 
Job Vacancy
JPC has a permanent part-time role        available for a Grants Officer to work 8 hours/week. 1 day at JPC (suits school hours) plus remaining work completed at home.
If you like working in the NFP sector, have  knowledge/experience in applying for grants and a passion for working with the Deaf      Community of Victoria, now is your chance to be an important part of the JPC team!
Send you letter of interest and/or resume via email to: d.wadsworth@jpc.org.au or contact Deb via mobile on 0407 483 771
Job description, employment conditions/ remuneration and further information will be provided upon your request.
We look forward to hearing from you!
 
Want to do something new in 2021?
Join the JPC Board or one of the working groups.
We are looking for volunteers to join our team.
Learn new skills and help shape the future of The John Pierce Centre.
No experience necessary. 
For more information please contact us.
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NEW STAFF

Office Manager
Sophie Duncan

Sophie Duncan is a new face around JPC.  She is a mother of two girls and her youngest daughter, Lilla, is Deaf and attends the Victorian College of the Deaf (VCD). Sophie grew up in the country town of            Yarrawonga which she and her family often travel back to. Sophie has strong work history in administrative positions. She has joined JPC as the part-time Office Manager and she also works part-time in Melbourne at another      company as an Office Manager. She ran her own business for 10 years whilst the children were young and loves playing golf in her free time. Sophie is looking forward to working at JPC where she can be immersed in the Deaf culture and language of Auslan.
 
Pastoral Care
Sr Janette Murphy
Sr. Janette Murphy is a Sister of Saint Joseph and has a long association with JPC.  Whilst not a new face around JPC, Sr Janette Murphy has returned to provide Pastoral Support to the Community after several years away. She has worked here previously, from 1996-2010, in Pastoral Care and Chaplain roles.  Janette is very pleased to be back with the Deaf Community, and is also an accredited Auslan interpreter.
Janette has recently returned from Canada where she studied Canon Law.  Whilst studying in Ottawa she attended the parish Church of the Canadian Martyrs, one of whom was a Deaf man!  The “Rene Goupil Deaf Community” met at the Church every two weeks, and was named after the Deaf Canadian Martyr.  Janette attended the signed Mass   regularly, but due to two broken wrists she never managed to learn any Canadian Sign Language!  However, the Deaf Community welcomed this Aussie, and during Mass would use the Auslan sign of peace!
Janette was born and raised in Tasmania, and has ben in Melbourne for 30 years.  She has also worked with youth and in Aged Care.
 
 
Partnership with The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne and the Deaf Interpreting Team
Even though 2020 was a year of challenges and isolation, many positive opportunities were brought about and one such opportunity was a connection to the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne (CAM). The partnership led to the provision of Auslan Interpreters at Sunday Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral each Sunday at 11am which is aired on television—Channel 31 as well as online. We also saw the continuation of Mass For You At Home which was expected not to go ahead in 2021.  The JPC staff have worked to improve the delivery of Auslan to the Deaf Community and over the past few months have employed Deaf Interpreters to work on camera at St Patrick’s and for Mass For You At Home. This progress has been well received by the Deaf Community and is a significant step forward in Deaf lead faith. JPC are thankful to The Catholic   Archdiocese for their commitment to ensuring the Deaf Community have access to their faith and being part of the       initiative to have Deaf Interpreters for Sunday Mass. At JPC we have also evolved the interpreting team to have Deaf    interpreters providing the Auslan. The interpreting team is continuing to grow and develop skills. It has been a terrific   experience for all of the interpreters.
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Fr Peter Robinson’s Memorial Service
A year after the passing of our beloved Fr Peter Robinson, JPC held a Memorial Mass at the centre to honour his life and connection to the Deaf community over many years. Thank you to those that joined us for the Mass and the unveiling of the Memorial Garden Plaque in our Memorial Garden. It was a lovely opportunity to come together and share fond memories.
Due to the covid restrictions we had a limited number of attendees and we apologise to those that were unable to attend. We encourage members of the community to come in to JPC through the year to see the garden and plaque and take time for quiet reflection in the beautiful space.
 
Old Photos?
Do you have any old photographs related to the Catholic Deaf    Association and/or The John Pierce  Centre? 
We would love to add them to our archives. We can take a copy or just add them to our collection if you no longer want them.
Let us know!
 
Bruno Broglio              Passed away on 20 December 2020
We remember well our beloved friend Bruno Broglio. He had a spirit of       kindness and joy that touched the lives of many in the Deaf Community. We will dearly miss his jovial conversations and his passion for life. Bruno loved horse racing and was proud of his Italian heritage and Deaf Community. He was involved with the John Pierce Centre for decades, supporting the establishment of a Deaf Seniors group (Pankina), and assisting on the production of Mass For You At Home on Channel 10. 
Reaching 91 in late 2020, he has shown a strength and determination for living life to the fullest, with    dedication to those around him. His spirit lives on through his family and the Deaf Community. 
We cherish the joyful memories of his life. Rest now in peace Bruno.
 
Annual General Meeting of the John Pierce Centre
The Board and Staff of JPC invite you to attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM)
To be held at the John Pierce Centre 25-35 High Street Prahran
On Sunday 18th April 2021 at 1:30pm
We will have special guest speaker, Brent Phillips.
RSVP is essential to attend. 
Please send your RSVP via email to admin@jpc.org.au
If you are unable to attend but would like to watch the AGM online, please RSVP and we will send you a link to attend via Zoom video.
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WE ARE BACK! Community Groups restarting.
The groups may look a little different this year so that we can ensure the safety of all of our community members, but we are excited to return to the centre for activities, fun and a chance to catch up with each other.
New Covid Rules
One person in the kitchen. One person in each bathroom at a time. Wash/sanistise your hands regularly.      Maintain 1.5m distance from each other. Reduced movement around the centre. Carry a mask in case             you need to wear it. Reduced time limits for groups in the centre.
 
Signee Tots
Meets each fortnight through the school term on Tuesdays
Finding a ‘Covid Normal’ has been challenging, Signee Tots has started back, as a ‘Pop Up Playgroup’, taking advantage of the fact that we can now travel around Melbourne. It’s time to venture out of our houses and out into parks and nature. It’s time for children to stamp in sandpits, puddles and mud, and for parks and paths to be printed with the footprints of children out to play.
For each session I am packing picnic blankets, toys, games, books and art activities into my car. I am setting these up at different parks around Melbourne. The first was on March 16th at Cranbourne Botanic Gardens, and the theme was ‘dinosaurs’. The art activity for this session was a painting made by children dipping dinosaur feet in paint, and then stamping them to make a printed path. There were also games where we jumped, hopped and stamped along a path of dinosaur footprints, before stamping off to play on the playground. It was so lovely to see children playing together. Families enjoyed a picnic lunch, before we packed everything back up, making sure that we ‘took only photographs, and left only footprints’.
The next Signee Tots sessions will be:
Tuesday 30th April – Royal Park Nature Playground, Gatehouse Street, Parkville.
 
Tuesday 4th May – Wyndham Park Playground, Comben Drive, Werribee. 
 
Tuesday 18th May – Bundoora Park Playspace, River Red Gum Avenue, Bundoora.
 
These sessions will run 11am – 1pm. If you would like to join, you must contact Melissa Thompson via email (m.thompson@jpc.org.au) or SMS (0413547739). We have set up a Signee Tots Whatsapp group, to let families know where to meet, and what to do if the weather is bad or restrictions change. 
 
Once the weather gets colder, we hope Signee Tots will be able to move back to the JPC Community Centre. Signee Tots happens fortnightly on Tuesdays. Contact Melissa for more information – we look forward to you making footprints with us!
 
 
 
 
Deaf Art and Craft 2021
Welcome to 2021! After the year that was 2020, it is great to be coming back together again for Arts & Crafts. We will have plenty of exciting creations each week.
 
NOTE: The admission is $5.00 per person, to cover costs of tea, coffee and morning tea.  BYO lunch and craft tools. 
Additional materials/teachers cost may be required for each class activity. Get in touch to find out more! 
Please note that you must register to attend due to covid guidelines and limit on numbers allowed in the centre.
Contact Diane Backholer for more information d.backholer@jpc.org.au 0409 175 538 
 
Meets each Friday through the school term
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Ladies’ Get Together
What a fabulous way to start back with the Ladies in 2021. Our first outing was to the National Gallery of Victoria. It was a lovely day looking around the Gallery and enjoying the chance to catch up and chat together.

We hope you can join us for our upcoming outings and lunches. Please keep these dates in your diary and keep in touch to find out what is planned. You can see on Facebook or contact Katrina Mynard. Please remember that you need to register to attend due to covid guidelines.
 
Ladies Get Together meets        fortnightly on Wednesdays
24th March		2nd June
21st April			16th June
5th May			14th July
19th May			28th July
 
 
Contact Diane Backholer for more information d.backholer@jpc.org.au 0409 175 538
 
Deaf Men’s Group
Deaf Men’s Group will return to meeting once a fortnight on Mondays (from 10am to 2pm). Most meetings are held in the JPC Hall. Catching up with mates, playing cards and other games.
There may also be some outings later in the year.
Come and join the men's group! Coffee/ Tea are provided, but please BYO lunch.
Contact JPC for more details or to register to join.
 Deaf Men’s Group:
MONDAYS fortnightly
19th April
3rd May
17th May
31st May
28th June
12th July
26th July
 
 
Pankina
The Pankina Group will start on Monday 29th March at JPC.
The committee met for Covid-Safe training around the centre and to discuss the path forward  with the running of the group.
There will be changes to the Pankina Group for the next few months.
 
For now the Pankina Group will meet once a month. Sessions will be limited from 10am-2pm. ID forms will need to be completed.
 
We look forward to seeing you all around the centre again at Pankina and having time to catch up with each other. 
 
 
 
 
Pankina will be held monthly on Mondays 10am-2pm
Monday 29th March
Monday 26th April
Monday 24th May
Monday 21st June
Monday 19th July
 
Please note, these dates are subject to change depending on Government advice and committee decisions
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Rest in Peace
Bruno Broglio
20 December 2020
 
Leonie Jackson
17 January 2021
 
Leave a bequest
By leaving a gift to John Pierce Centre in your Will, you will have a lasting impact, supporting our    centre for years to come.  It is a powerful          reflection of the values and principles you treasure. It enables you to create a legacy of love and care for those in need. 
For more information, please contact our office on 03 9525 1158 or email admin@jpc.org.au  
Thank you. 
 
Lenten Season:                   Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
Why Do We Pray?
As Catholics, we believe that personal prayer is not complete unless our prayers are joined with the  community of faith who is the living Body of Christ. The Sunday liturgy is the greatest form of prayer   because together we receive the gift of the Holy    Eucharist—the very real presence of the Risen Christ. Attending weekly Mass is an essential part of a healthy prayer life.
Why Do We Fast?
Lent has traditionally been the season where we give something up, often sweets or a favourite food, in order to focus on the sacrifice Christ made on the cross. But fasting is much more than a means of   developing self-control. Fasting is spiritual and    physical purification; the pangs of hunger remind us of our hunger for God. Fasting and abstinence help us to participate more fully in the cross of Christ.
Why Do We Give Alms?
Charitable giving is a very ancient practice; almsgiving happened long before the time of Jesus. The Lenten call to almsgiving means making the needs of other people our own. One of the central lessons of the cross is compassion; the heavy burden we carry help us to appreciate the suffering in others. Sharing our material goods is often just the beginning of real Christian giving. We are also called to share our time tending to people in need.
 
Update about Mass at JPC
The JPC team are excited to be having Mass back in the centre with the community in attendance. We look forward to the opportunity to re-connect with the Deaf community in faith.
We understand that this year brings new hope and the return to face to face contact with you all and we hope that you are able to attend Mass on the third Sunday of each month as well as the upcoming   Easter services.
We will also be live streaming Mass over the next few months in case people are not able to attend or feel uncertain about travelling into JPC on public transport so please watch on our website or Facebook page if you are unable to attend.
Let us know if you’re watching from home and we welcome any feedback about the live streaming to assist in improving your access.
 
 
Calendar for Masses
PLEASE NOTE: Details are subject to change if necessary due to Covid-19 restrictions. Please see our website and Facebook for up to date details or any changes       throughout the year.
Friday 2nd April Good Friday Service 11am at JPC
Sunday 4th April Easter Sunday Mass 11am at JPC
Sunday 18th April Third Sunday Mass 11am
Sunday 16th May Third Sunday Mass 11am
Sunday 20th June Third Sunday Mass 11am
Sunday 18th July Third Sunday Mass 11am
Mass at JPC
For the coming months at JPC, the third Sunday Mass will be livestreamed to our Facebook page and our website. This means if you are unable to attend at the centre or would prefer not to travel in, then you can still participate in the Mass from home.
If you need help to set up and watch JPC Mass from home, please contact us and we can assist you.
 
Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral
St Patrick’s Cathedral is continuing to provide Auslan   Interpreters for the Sunday Mass at 11am which is aired on Channel 31 (sometimes Channel 44 on digital TVs), or you can watch it online on Youtube or the Archdiocese website www.melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
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Christmas Mass and Rally
After a very challenging year around the globe with the Covid pandemic, we were disappointed not to be able to host the usual Christmas Rally in the centre. However, we didn’t want to miss out on connecting with the community so instead, JPC provided an online Christmas Event! 
Mass was aired online via our website and Facebook pages for the community to watch. 
Then we had some fun playing games and giving out prizes to community members that attended online via Zoom video event. A lovely way to finish off the year, with some joy, laughs and fun.
A special thanks to the staff that put together a very      different Christmas Rally in 2020. 
And a big thank you to all of the community that attended. We hope you enjoyed the event!
 
Thank you to the Deafness Foundation
Deafness Foundation Grant
A special thank you to the Deafness Foundation for supporting the John Pierce Centre with a grant to support the upcoming 40 year celebration plans. 
Recognising the importance of opportunities to gather as a Deaf Community and embrace language and culture, we are grateful to the Deafness     Foundation for their support.
 
 Deafness Foundation Gala Picnic
Staff member, Diane Backholer and her husband Mark attended the       Deafness Foundation Inaugural Sound Bites Gala Picnic at Rippon Lea Estate in Elsternwick in March. Building               relationships with Stakeholders is important in        developing connections to organisations both within and outside of the industry to ensure JPC can support the community for many years to come.
 
We are looking forward to celebrating
40 years of      
the John Pierce Centre!
 
 
When: Sunday 15th August 2021
Where: Mass at St John’s Church & Lunch at the Catholic    Leadership Centre.   594 Victoria Parade East Melbourne
Tickets will be available to purchase from May 2021 on our website.
 
www.jpc.org.au/community/events-calendar/40-year-anniversary-event
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Learn How to make Hot Cross Buns
INGREDIENTS
· 4 cups plain flour
· 2x7g sachets dried yeast
· 1/4 cup caster sugar
· 1 1/2 teaspoons mixed spice
· Pinch of salt
· 1 1/2 cups currants
· 40g butter
· 300ml milk
· 2 eggs, lightly beaten
 
FLOUR PASTE
1/2 cup plain flour
4 to 5 tablespoons water
 
GLAZE
1/3 cup water
2 tablespoons caster sugar
Butter, to serve
 
Recipe from: 
 
METHOD
1. Combine flour, yeast, sugar, mixed spice, salt and currants in a large bowl. Melt butter in small saucepan over medium heat. Add milk. Heat for 1 minutes, or until lukewarm. Add warm milk mixture and eggs to currant mixture. Use a flat bladed knife to mix until dough almost comes together. Use clean hands to finish mixing to form a soft dough.
2. Turn dough out onto a floured surface. Knead for 10 minutes, or until dough is smooth. Place into a lightly oiled bowl. Cover with plastic wrap. Set aside in a warm, draught-free place for 1 to 1 1/2 hours, or until dough doubles in size.
3. Line a large baking tray with baking paper. Punch dough down to its original size. Knead for 30 seconds on a lightly floured surface until smooth. Divide into 12 portions. Shape into balls. Please balls onto tray 1cm apart. Cover with plastic wrap. Set aside in a warm place for 30 minutes. Preheat over to 190C or 170C fan forced.
4. Make flour paste: mix flour and water together in a small bowl until smooth, adding a little more water if paste is too thick. Spoon into a small snap-lock bag. Snip off 1 corner of bag. Pipe flour paste over tops of buns to form crosses. Bake for 20-25 minutes, or until buns are cooked through. 
5. Make glaze: place water and sugar into a small saucepan over low heat. Stir until sugar dissolves. Bring to the boil. Boil for 3-4 minutes. Brush warm glaze over warm hot cross buns. Serve warm or at room temperature.
 
 
 
Do you have a favourite recipe you could share with us?				   Something that you remember fondly that you shared with friends at Deaf Community events or gatherings? Please share it with us so that we can share it with the         community! Email to m.thompson@jpc.org.au
 
Want to keep in touch with JPC?
 
You can always find more information about JPC on our Facebook page and 
on our Website. If there is something you would like to see more of...please 
tell us.
 
· our Facebook page                      
 
 
· our website:
www.jpc.org.au
 
  
Office Hours-
MON - FRI: by appointment only as deemed necessary.  Please make contact via email at admin@jpc.org.au
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Covid Safe
JPC understands that the community is excited to return to the centre for activity groups and church services. However, it is important to    remember, if you are feeling unwell, have a cough, sore throat, or any symptoms, then you must not attend the centre. If you are unwell, or others in your household are unwell, please stay home. We must be careful to ensure everyone is safe and healthy.
There will be new rules about the centre         including maintaining 1.5 metre distance from other people, only having one person in the kitchen, extra cleaning of surfaces after your group has finished, and sanitising your hands regularly. JPC will be having extra professional cleaning throughout the week after groups have been in the centre and we need everyone’s help to ensure we follow the Covid safe plan.
We also have a QR code system set up at the front door. If you are able to use the QR code to sign in, this will assist in contact tracing for the Victorian Government if necessary. If you want help to learn how to use the QR code system, we can show you.
We will also have a new ID form that each       individual who regularly attends will need to complete. The health and emergency contact  information is important if we have medical or other emergencies.
 
Prayer videos
We have received such terrific feedback about the Auslan Prayer videos that we are continuing them in 2021. Each week there will be a prayer uploaded to our website and           Facebook pages for the Deaf community to watch.
The prayers from 2020 and the prayers for 2021 are kept on our website so you can watch them any time.
www.jpc.org.au/home/prayer-video-series 
 
Mass For You At Home
It is terrific news that Mass For You At Home will be continuing in 2021! The JPC team have been     working with the film crew at The Catholic           Archdiocese to film the January, February and March Masses that were aired on Channel 10 this year. From April, the Masses will be filmed in New South Wales with the Archdiocese of Wollongong and     Interpreting provided by The Ephpheta Centre. It will be great to see some new faces on the screen so keep an eye out on Sunday’s at 6am.
A huge thankyou to all the Interpreters and Deaf  consultants that have supported the production of MFYAH over the years! 
 
This year will mark 50 years of production.
 
JPC would like to thank the following organisations for their support through Grants
Deafness Foundation Grant
40 year celebrations project
Community Bank Windsor
Connectedness through covid-19
Ephpheta Foundation Grant
Gorman Foundation Grant
Your contribution:
Help us to support Deaf people and their families throughout VIC by making a tax deductable donation today.
 
www.givenow.com.au/jpcdonations
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Prayer and Reflection
Lent
Be Joyful in Hope,
Patient in affliction,
Faithful in Prayer.
Romans 12:12

 

 
 
 
 





