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JPC would like to thank the community members for allowing us to use their photos in this publication and we acknowledge Puffin Books book cover image “Snow Globe Family”, Roots and Wings Kindergarten image “zoom meeting cartoon”, Snow Globe making image and instructions from Pinterest and front cover quote from Yogi Bhajan.

Message from Carmel Phillips:
Hello Friends

Well, this year has almost come to an end – certainly it is a different year for everyone, a year that no one has expected.

At this time of writing, we, the Melburnians are thrilled with the opening of retail stores, dining places, the resuming of sports after being in lockdown for around 111 days. Our health – both physical and mental health—have been deeply impacted by the events and restrictions.
Our thoughts and prayers go to those who we have lost to Covid-19, especially those from Aged Care Facilities across Melbourne, as well as their families and friends.

Our lives changed dramatically this year, from our usual hectic on-the-go lifestyle to a slow-paced home life. Perhaps it has given many of us time to sit and reflect, to spend quality time with our families and delving into new technologies to connect with work and school whilst at home.

The staff here are still busy providing online activities which have been quite popular. There are no words for me to express my deep gratitude to them all for keeping in touch with the Community in this challenging time. Truly amazing!

It is with sadness that we announce that it is unlikely that “Mass For You at Home” will be screened next year. We are liaising with the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne to explore the continuation of televised interpreted Mass, albeit in a different way. I hope you have enjoyed watching Mass at St Patricks Cathedral on Sundays on Channel 31 (44). We will provide more details about the 2021 plan in due course.

As we near the end of 2020, I can reflect that it has definitely been a challenging time for me in my first year in the role as Executive Manager. But as we now plan for a cautious and staggered return of the Community to the centre in the new year I feel positive about the way forward. The staff are making plans for a safe and appropriate phase back to centre activity whilst ensuring that we are able to maintain a Covid Safe Plan as per the Government Guidelines.

On behalf of the JPC staff and the Board Directors, I wish you all a very happy Christmas and hope that you are able to share in much love, laughter and happiness during the Christmas festivities.

We all hope for a ‘(covid) normal’ New Year and look forward seeing your smiling faces once again, Happy New Year to you all!

Finally, I would like to express mine and the JPC’s staff sincere thanks to all of you; our Community members and stakeholders all for your great support throughout this most difficult year.

Once again, Stay safe, Stay well and Stay connected! 

“Peace on earth will come to stay, 						
When we liveday.”

Message from Fr Wayne:
To My Dear Friends at JPC including their extended Families and Friends,
Christmas 2020.                                                                                                        
It has been a difficult and unsettling year for all of you in some way. Apart from the normal activities of life we have had to contend with the fallout from the Covid 19 Virus; the sickness which has befallen people we know and those we don’t, those who have had some association with ourselves, family and friends, the restrictions and lockdowns. Slowly but surely we are starting to emerge from what has been a difficult time. And just as we emerge from what may feel like a tunnel we begin a time of preparation for the birth of Our Saviour Jesus Christ at Christmas. We call that time Advent. While I am sure that all of us see this time of year - Advent and Christmas - as a special time every year this is a Christmas we and the people of the world need and have to have. I hope and pray that you will be able to enjoy. Celebrations, family and friends get togethers, gift giving, thinking of those less fortunate and helping them where we can, lots of decorations, food, particular rituals (Nativity Scene, Advent Wreathe, Jesse tree, the colour purple) at this time of year. I hope that you will be able to share in some if not all of these things. The message of Christmas is that God sent His Son, Jesus into the world to be born as one of us to bring joy and salvation to the world. It is in this action that God shows His great love for us. If we allow it to be, Christmas can be a time of great healing and renewed strength. God gives us the gift of hope, love, light and light. May we recognise those gifts in the greatest gift we have ever received, the gift that is Jesus Christ. We leave the year behind and look forward to a bright future manifested in Jesus Christ, born a little baby this Christmas. With every prayer, blessing and good wish to you, your family and friends this season and the new year.      

With my Prayers and Love
Yours in Christ
Fr Wayne Edwards
Chaplain to the Deaf

Want to give back to the Community?

The John Pierce Centre is overseen by a committed Board of Representatives and Subcommittees who support the overarching operations of the JPC. 
We are seeking expressions of interest from Deaf or hard of hearing individuals to join one of our Board Subcommittees: Finance Subcommittee or Management Subcommittee.

You do not require past Board committee experience, just a keen interest in supporting the work of the JPC, a good fit with our values, and interested in learning relevant skills in management and/or finance to support your work on the committee.
Please note that this is a voluntary role with a commitment to attend 6 meetings each year (bi-monthly) as well as communication via email and attendance at occasional special events.
Help shape the future of JPC and learn some new skills.
To register your interest, please email to request a video call or email a brief summary of why you would like to apply.

Feel free to ask any questions or request further information:

JPC Executive Manager
manager@jpc.org.au

Centre Update
We know the community is really keen to return to the Centre and activities, but following the Governments guidance for a slow and staggered return to activity, the Board and Executive Manager have decided that JPC will remain closed to the public with all activities suspended in the Centre until 2021. Our plan is for a phased start up of groups and activities from mid February (subject to change based on Government advice). We will be in contact with group Co-ordinators about the confirmed dates and regulations for a Covid Safe return.  
It is important to understand that there will be changes to how we do things in the Centre. People attending the Centre will need to fill out a contact form on the first visit next year and then sign in and out each time they come in. We will have strict rules around numbers of people able to come in, time limits in the Centre and movement around the space.
It will be a different arrangement but we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook pages for further updates in the new year.

Christmas Closure Dates:
JPC will be closed from Monday 21st December and will re-open on Monday 1st February. 
Staff will be on leave during this time but if you have urgent need of support please contact the Pastoral Team Leader—Katrina Mynard via SMS. 
We are still available to support your needs and refer you to appropriate services. 
We take this time to rest and rejuvenate and prepare for 2021.

Work around JPC
The staff have continued to be busy with improvements around JPC. We have had new signage put up out the front so that it will be easy for passers by and visitors to find us.
Also, our Fr Robinson Memorial Garden has thrived and grown during the spring! 
 to keep in “Plant seeds every single day, in the world and in others, then watch them bloom with grace”.
Keep in touch with JPC?
You can always find more information about JPC on our Facebook page and on our Website.

St Patrick’s Mass
Have you been watching Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Channel 31?  JPC have continued a fantastic partnership with the Catholic Archdiocese of  Melbourne to televise Sunday Mass at 11am with an Auslan Interpreter each week.
Based on feedback from the community we are also moving towards the inclusion of Deaf Interpreters on the screen. JPC recognise that Auslan is the language of the Deaf Community and want to see more Deaf people represented: signing and interpreting in the area of Faith and Religion. 


JPC is currently closed to the public and community.  If you have any urgent queries, 
please contact Christine Elder : 0407 774 935 (voice or sms)
        
Get involved in the Team
Are you interested in getting more involved with JPC religious projects? There are different ways to participate: Interpreting, Signing of Readings, Online Religious Signs and Prayers Project. 
If you are interested, please email 
admin@jpc.org.au for more information.

Community Survey
Thanks to everyone that filled out the survey          
“What you think about Mass on TV and online.”
We have received some great feedback to help us make improvements.
There is still time to provide feedback online if you want to contribute. Go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2MLPNYY OR you can email us or video call with your feedback.

Thank you to Community Bank—Windsor
JPC gives a special thank you to the Community Bank – Windsor Branch, for their funding and support. Rapidly changing the delivery of our programs, and finding ways to continue to reach our community in their separate ‘snow globes’ was not easy. Thank you to the Community Bank—Windsor for recognising the importance of the work that we do, and helping us to ensure that our community could still be reached, even though they were apart.

Community Activities Update
The John Pierce Centre is working towards                                                                                            providing onsite activities for groups in 2021. 
Whilst it would be lovely to race back into the centre now, we must follow the advice of the Victorian Government and take a slow and cautious return to the Centre. We will provide more information next year about when groups can return and the guidelines that must be followed.
Signee Tots
Every year the Signee Tots Christmas Party is a big event. Families celebrate the year that was, and how much the children have grown. Every year I try to think of a different theme for our celebration. In 2018, the book we read was called ‘The Snow Globe Family’. All the children made their own snow globes to take home. 

It is a bit odd that even though Christmas happens in Australia in summer, we associate it with snow. In my box of Christmas decorations I have a globe that I put on display every year. A snow globe is like a tiny world, isolated, and which things cannot enter or leave. In ‘The Snow Globe Family’ book the snow globe contains a house which a tiny family lives in, they wait and wait for someone in the big real world to pick up the snow globe, shake it and make a snow storm, so they can go tobogganing. The snow globe sits on a shelf in a house where a ‘big’ family live, but only the baby notices the tiny little people inside the snow globe.

In many ways we have spent 2020 in separate snow globes. We have had to isolate and stay apart. We have been restricted to our homes, and for many months were not able to go to work, school, Mass, Signee Tots, or the other community events at JPC. Signee Tots had to move online and start meeting through Zoom. We could see each other, but only in little square windows – our own separate ‘globes’.
None of this was easy, and like the baby in the ‘big family’ looking into the snow globe, we needed to keep checking in on each other, to look beyond our own little globe and make sure our friends, family, neighbours, and community were okay.

I am so proud of how we managed to stay connected even though we had to be physically apart. When our families are able to sit together at Christmas lunch, and when community groups are able to come back to JPC next year, I will also be so grateful. Never again will I take for granted the joy and comfort of sharing a space with others. I hope that you are able to come together with those that you love this Christmas, and I look forward to seeing you in person next year.

Merry Christmas,  
Melissa Thompson
Signee Tots Coordinator

Deaf Arts and Craft Group.
What a very busy and successful year with the Deaf Arts and Craft Group! The artwork was absolutely stunning and I'm so proud of this group.
Even though we couldn't get together and we had limited supplies in our homes, the group were creative and we made good use of recycled items that we found around the house.
It is amazing how connected we can be and find ways to create even in the most challenging of times.
I am very much looking forward to seeing you all next year where we can reflect on our time apart and be inspired to create even more fabulous projects!

Make Your Own Snow Globe
Equipment:
- Glass jar with lid
- Small figurines or ornaments (made from plastic or ceramic)
- E600 glue/ Hot glue gun
- Water
- Glycerin or baby oil.
- Plastic bottle cap (optional)

Step 1: Arrange the ornaments on the inside of the jar lid. Check to see that you will be able to see everything when the jar is in place.  If your figures are not tall enough and you want to boost them higher in the jar, stand them on a plastic bottle cap. When you are happy with the arrangement, glue everything in place. Allow glue to set.

Step 2: Add water, glitter and glycerin to the jar. You need about 1 teaspoon of glycerin for every ½ teaspoon of glitter. Glycerin is a clear liquid made from vegetable oils. It slows down the time it takes for the glitter to settle to the bottom of the jar, making it look like falling snow.

Step 3: Glue the lid onto the jar. Stand it the right way up and shake to make a snowstorm!
@jpc.org.au

Ladies Get Together

To keep the Ladies in contact, we have been having fun sharing! - Co-ordinated by Diane Backholer

The Ladies have been sharing different themes, including Favourite TV Show, Favourite Childhood Lollies and more!  I am grateful that we have been able to keep in touch throughout the year to support our mental wellbeing. Happy Christmas and a very safe New Year. May 2021 bring us all together and happiness. I look forward to catching up with you all.

Pankina & Deaf Men’s Group
JPC have continued providing Bingo, Trivia and other activities to the community. We have encouraged everyone to join in and have worked on ways to make it accessible to all, especially those that are isolated. We hope you have had a chance to join in over the past few months. We look forward to seeing you all next year. We will provide details soon about the changes to the gatherings, including number of attendees and time limits that will need to be followed.
Leave a bequest
By leaving a gift to John Pierce Centre in your Will, you will have a lasting impact, supporting our Centre for years to come.  It is a powerful reflection of the values and principles you treasure. It enables you to create a legacy of love and care for those in need.  
For more information, please contact our office on 03 9525 1158 or email admin@jpc.org.au Thank you. 

We remember always, those that have been a part of our lives, as their spirits are weaved through the story that is our Deaf community.
Rest in Peace
Robert (Bob) Stewart—4 Aug 2020
Ida Wheelan (mother of Carmel Phillips)—11 Aug 2020
Gregory Culpitt—4 Sept 2020
Frank Honan (brother of Monica Stevenson)—7 Sept 2020
Nola McCormick—29 Oct 2020
Rosemary Hayes (mother of Jules Hayes) - 23 Nov


www.givenow.com.au/jpcdonations

JPC Third Sunday Mass
Connection to faith has definitely been altered in 2020. What a year of learning and building with technology to connect with the community. We hope you have had a chance to watch our Third Sunday Mass each month on Facebook or our website. In line with the cautious reopening of JPC we are hoping and planning for a return to third Sunday Mass in February. We will also be livestreaming the Mass so that you can decide if you want to come in to JPC or watch Mass online/Facebook from home.
												
JPC Mass & Prayer Video Series
During this unprecedented year, the staff of JPC have worked tirelessly to remain engaged with the community. Whilst we were not able to come together to celebrate our monthly Mass or share in faith and reflective discussions, the team have       continued to provide weekly Prayer Videos as well as recording our monthly Mass which is put up on Facebook and our Website. 
We have received such positive feedback from the community and we hope that it provides you with some connection to JPC and faith each week.


Sunday 6th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral
11am Televised on Channel 31 (sometimes listed as channel 44 on digital TV)
Sunday 13th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral
11am Televised on Channel 31 (or channel 44)
Sunday 13th December
JPC Christmas Rally Mass ONLINE
From 12noon on the JPC website and Facebook. Watch any time through the week. www.jpc.org.au www.facebook.com/johnpiercecentre
Sunday 20th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral
11am Televised on Channel 31 (or channel 44)
Thursday 24th              December
JPC Christmas Eve Mass
3pm Livestreamed on Facebook
www.facebook.com/johnpiercecentre
Thursday 24th              December
St Patrick’s Cathedral
11:30pm Christmas Carols
12midnight Mass Televised on Channel 31 (or channel 44)
Sunday 27th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral
11am Televised on Channel 31 (or channel 44)
Sunday 21st February JPC Welcome Back Mass
11am at JPC in Prahran OR www.facebook.com/johnpiercecentre

What is a prayer of Spiritual Communion—A prayer of Spiritual Communion is a prayer that can be made if you can not attend Mass to receive the sacrament of communion bread. It is the expression of our deep desire to be united to Him even though we can not attend Mass. Below is a prayer of spiritual communion for you.
ours-
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.    I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, Come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.                                                                         
Amen
Join us in celebrating 40 years of the John Pierce Centre!
We have had to postpone our celebration but we look forward to coming together in 2021 to celebrate.
When: Sunday 15th August 2021
Where: Mass at St John’s Church & Lunch at the Catholic Leadership Centre.   594 Victoria Parade East Melbourne
We will provide more details in the new year.



JPC Opening HoursMON - FRI: by appointment only as deemed necessary.  Please make contact via email at admin@jpc.org.au
www.facebook.com/JohnPierceCentre                     


Reverse Advent Calendar for Christmas
Christmas can be a difficult time for many people and even though it can be lovely to “receive” at this time, it can be even more joyous to “GIVE” to those around us.  And it doesn’t have to always be an expensive gift. Giving of our time and care can be just as appreciated. Why not try giving something each day during the Season of Advent! 
Here are some ideas to get you started.

1 Video call a friend to say hello and ask how they are
2 Donate some food to a local charity
3 Go for a walk with a friend
4 Pay for a stranger’s coffee the next time you’re at the café
5 Buy or make lunch for someone living on the street
6 Hold the door for someone
7 Visit a nursing home where a Deaf person lives and have a chat
8 Donate some unused items to an op shop
9 Smile at every person you see 
10 Let a person in line behind you, go first
11 Ask someone how their day is going and genuinely listen to the response
12 Give someone some flowers from your garden
13 Offer a friend a lift in your car when going out together
14 Let a car in front of you when merging
15 Text someone who you know is having a hard time
16 Talk to a family member and tell them what’s special about them
17 Write and give/send a Christmas Card to someone
18 Leave someone a note with an inspiring quote
19 Do some gardening for a friend
20 Say Thank you to people for the small things they do 
21 Text or email a friend with a funny joke
22 Give a gift to a homeless person
23 Video call with a family member
24 Compliment someone on a great clothing item
25 Share a Happy Christmas with those that you love.

Christmas Rally ONLINE
Merry Christmas
Join JPC staff for an online Christmas Event from home via Zoom on your computer
WHEN: Sunday 13th December at 1:00pm
Games to be played, prizes to be won! We hope to see you there for some fun!

Join Zoom Meeting by typing this website address on the internet
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84220385180?pwd=WXU4NGlkajRMMUl0UVN5VDRUQUpCQT09
OR go to www.zoom.us and click on JOIN a MEETING,
then enter these details to login
Meeting ID: 842 2038 5180
Passcode: 591006

Keep an Eye out for a Special Delivery...
What a year it has been for the global community as well as our local Deaf community. We have not been able to come together as we usually would throughout the year and we will likely not see many of you until 2021. 
To share in the spirit of giving, JPC have sent out a Christmas Letter and gift to each of our community members. It is a thankyou for your kindness, patience and connection throughout this year. We are deeply thankful for each and every one of you.

See you next year!


