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I hope you will enjoy this edition. In this time where everything is
emailed or online, I am constantly told how much this old fashioned
“paper” edition of the newsletter is still appreciated. There are many in the Deaf
community who still enjoy having something to sit down with and read through.
The ease of putting up on the fridge events and dates to remember. Learning of the
celebrations of births and marriages and more sadly sharing the stories of those who
have passed help people to feel connected with their community. Please let us know
if there are any stories or events that you would like to see covered in this
newsletter. Perhaps you have a story to share.
At JPC we prepare this edition at the same time as we make preparations for our
November Appeal to Catholic parishes. At a time of year when most people are
starting to plan their Christmas celebrations and gifts it is always a wonderful
reminder of just how generous people can be. Our Appeal asks our volunteers to
give up a weekend so that we can raise awareness of the work of the JPC in the
broader community. I sincerely thank all the volunteers who have helped the JPC
throughout 2009, it is impossible to name everyone but you have our heartfelt
thanks for keeping the services and community centre of the JPC going each year.
Each year we are always amazed at the kindness and generosity of those who are
willing to donate to the JPC. In many instances those who give regularly to the JPC
have never met a Deaf person, and have no understanding of Deaf culture and
community. Through our Appeals each year we try and share a little of our work
and the importance of the John Pierce Centre to the Deaf community. As the year
draws to an end, and our volunteers and donors combine their efforts to keep JPC
going for another year, it is a wonderful reminder of just how generous and giving
the human spirit can really be.
Last but certainly not least, I would also like to thank all the staff of JPC for their
hard work and commitment to the mission of the JPC. Our Board of Directors who
also volunteer have also done a great job and deserve thanks for giving their time
and skills.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.

From the Chaplain’s Desk
Janette Murphy
This year seems to have flown! I’m sure God has short-changed us
with the weeks and months. Here we are again preparing for
summer, Christmas and another New Year!
As I look back on the time since last year’s Christmas Newsletter, I am very aware
of those in our community whom we have lost. At our JPC Mass on 15th November
we will remember them all - volunteers and regular faces at our various JPC groups,
school friends, family members and friends of our Deaf community. We pray that
our memories will be joyful and sustain us through this time of grief and sadness.
I am especially grateful to the members of our “Emmaus Liturgy Group”. This
small group of volunteers have given a huge contribution to the smooth running of
our monthly Mass at JPC - Moreen Griffiths in setting-up the Hall; Jules and Gail
for controlling the new projector; Maureen Brown, Patricia Andersson, Katrina
Mynard and Cheryl Clarke for making sure there were people to do the necessary
jobs. This year we held our first funeral and wedding celebrations in the new
building. These events were only made possible by the contribution of JPC staff,
“Emmaus” volunteers, and those members of the Deaf community willing to assist.
Thank you all for making my job so much easier. I wish everyone a blessed and
holy Christmas, and pray that 2010 will be a wonderful year for all our families.

John Pierce Centre
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WELCOME
WENDY
This was a great night with many people attending.
We had this special night to celebrate National
Week of Deaf People and to show that JPC has a
new Data Projector with big screen, which is
excellent for movies.
Many children and adults enjoyed our two movies,
called “Bolt” and “Mr Bean’s Holiday” - both with
captions.
We cooked our sausages on a very large BBQ, and
many of the adults stayed outside to cook and, of
course, to have chats.
The children stayed inside to watch the movies
with lots of pop corn!
It was great to see many children mixing together
and we all had a fun night. It was good to have
another shared family event with our Deaf parents
and CODA’s.
Katrina Mynard

6th December
13th December
24th December
3rd January
17th January
7th February
14th February
17th February
21st February
7th March
14th March
21st March
28th March

City (St. Francis), 10.00am
Prahran (“Christmas Rally”),
10.00am - earlier time!!!
Prahran (“Christmas Eve”),
3.00pm
City (St. Francis), 10.00am
Prahran, 11.00am
City (St. Francis), 10.00am
Dandenong (St. Mary’s), 10.30am
Prahran (“Ash Wednesday”),
11.00am
Prahran, 11.00am
City (St. Francis), 10.00am
Dandenong (St. Mary’s), 10.30am
Prahran, 11.00am
Prahran (“Palm Sunday”), 11.00am

Hello my name is Wendy Devlin and I am
sure most of you already know me. I have
come to work here at JPC on Tuesdays and some weekends as a
Community Worker. My role here is to organise activities for
Signee-Tots (babies & toddlers) and CODA (primary aged). Also
visiting families at their home.
I have organised a lot of activities for the last three months, you
will find some interesting stories here in this newsletter on page 8.
Before that I enjoyed working as a full-time mother and am
blessed with a supportive husband, Paul, and three beautiful
children. I attended Signee-Tots with my children for many years
and also have been involved as Secretary and Treasurer. Also
working as a part-time Administrator in my husband’s Kitchen
Manufacture business.
When I am not working at JPC, I also work at the VicDeaf as a
Client Support Worker on other days. I really enjoy my
involvement with the Deaf community and am looking forward to
more happy times at JPC.
You may wonder at how busy I am, but I still enjoy playing tenpin
bowling 2 or 3 times a week!

•

Mass at JPC
25-35 High St, Prahran

•

Spit Roast Lunch in JPC Hall
12:30pm

•

Santa
2.30pm

•

Children’s entertainment

•

Parents: please bring a wrapped
and named Christmas gift for your children

TICKETS
SOLD
OUT

JPC Car Park will be closed for children’s
activities; there is street parking available
Mass starts early 10am - this will help us
set-up Hall, tables, chairs in time for lunch

John Pierce Centre
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Ballarat Diocese News:
On my recent visits in the Ballarat Diocese I met Jenny Blair at Cobden.
Jenny was born deaf and is an only child. She attended Portsea school from
1949 to 1958, and then returned to live with her parents in Cobden.
Jenny worked at Fletcher Jones in Warrnambool from 1960 to 1993. She
was responsible for sewing pockets on the clothes. After 10 years of service
employees would receive a ruby brooch, with another ruby added for each
10 years of work. Jenny received three rubies and she is very proud of her
brooch which celebrates 33 years of service at Fletcher Jones.
At the Catholic Church in Cobden, Jenny is well-known for her many years
helping the priest. She loves to set-up the altar for Mass, and being a
Eucharistic minister.
Every year JPC has a signed Mass in the Warrnambool area. For the last
3 years we have celebrated Mass at the Infant Jesus Church in Koroit, in
memory of our friend John Noonan (1940-2006). After the Mass we all Fr. Bill Van de Camp and Jenny Blair
after Mass at Koroit.
gather at the local Irish Pub for a great lunch and lots of laughs. The people
at Mickey Bourke’s always make us feel so welcome - it is a lovely colourful pub, with lots of old and
unusual things on the walls. After lunch we visit John’s grave for prayer and share our memories of him.
Jenny regularly attends these Masses and is excited to catch up with Fr. Bill Van de Camp (pictured above
with Jenny). Fr. Bill was her priest at Cobden, and is now at Koroit. The Mass is just like old times for
them with Jenny helping him at the altar.
Julianne Hayes (Rural Outreach Worker)

BALLARAT DEAF SOCIAL CLUB INC - ‘STARLIGHT BALL 2010’
The 10th annual Starlight Ball will be held in Ballarat on Saturday, 31st July, 2010.
For more information email:

bdsc_ballarat@hotmail.com

or sms 0400 560 905

*****

Sale Diocese News:

Over the past few months I have been visiting and supporting different
families in the Gippsland region. There was a fun pizza night in July, where parents had an opportunity to
talk about CODA and parenting issues. We also had two signed Masses at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Sale.
As the year quickly rolls out, I will be involved in social gatherings in the region and continuing with
pastoral support.
If you would like support in regard to funeral or wedding arrangements,
or would appreciate a visit, I can be contacted at JPC office or by email:
g.noonan@jpc.org.au
Gabrielle Noonan

*****

Sandhurst Diocese News:

This year has been a big one - visiting
people in Albury/Wodonga, Shepparton, Bendigo, Numurkah, Nathalia, and
many other places too. Earlier in the year a group met for lunch Bendigo
shopping centre with Sr. Janette and myself. It was lovely to see everyone, and the day was enjoyed by
all. We will certainly do it again!
Before Christmas I will be visiting in the Wodonga area, and we look forward to Mass again next year in
the renovated Sacred Heart Church! Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a safe New Year 2010.
Julianne Hayes

John Pierce Centre
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PA R E N T I N G
IDEAS
for Dads !
■
■

Spend time with your children.
Take each child on separate “dad dates” of their
choice to talk and make them feel special.

■

Dad dates can include work trips and camping.

■

Don’t be married to your work.

■

Make “holes in your day” for special school events.

■

Phone or email your children from work.

■

■

Be home for dinner, even if you must return to work
later.

Parenting Workshop
This workshop on 18th September was attended by
nine parents who have children from the age of 7 to
17 years old. There were lots of laughs amongst all
the parents as they shared stories and discussed some
of their parenting challenges and successes. There
were a lot of role plays which was very visual for all
Deaf parents.
Here is two pictures that I’d like to show you. These
pictures demonstrate what can happen with anger.
When anger explodes it is called “Erupting Volcano”
and when anger is managed well it is called
“Dormant Volcano”.

ERUPTING VOLCANO

Be there for your children, especially during their
teenage years.

OUT OF CONTROL
YELLS

■

■

Tell them you will always be there. Love them
unconditionally and let them know.

ABUSES

BULLYING
TEASING

FIGHTS

Talk to your children and be interested in them.

SWEARING
PUT DOWNS

[ “Fathering from the Fast Lane” by Dr. Bruce Robinson.
Also see: www.brucerobinson.com.au ]

VOILENCE

TOO MUCH
STRESS

DEPRESSION

Interesting church words to know!
Advent: A period of prayer in preparation for the
coming of Christ at Christmas. There are 4 Sundays
in Advent, which begins the church’s liturgical year.
All Saints: A feast day celebrated on 1st November to honour
all those saints or holy people who have gone before us into
heaven. In a particular way the church honours those good
and holy people who do not have a special feast day celebrated
during the year.
Christmas: The feast that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.
The Christian Church placed the feast on 25th December, a
date probably chosen to replace the pagan feast of the Roman
sun god.
Miracle: An event in which we can see an act or revelation of
God. Miracles are works of power, and
signs of God acting in history.
Crosier: Ornamental staff carried by the
bishop as a sign of his responsibility to
look after the faithful of his diocese.
Mitre: Ceremonial headdress worn by a
bishop in liturgical celebrations.

The “Erupting Volcano” (above), shows how our
anger can get out of control with the frustrations in
our everyday lives.
The “Dormant Volcano” (below), shows how
important it is to need to take care of ourselves so
that we can stay calm and are then able to do things
the right way so we can build positive relationships
with our families.
Katrina Mynard

DORMANT VOLCANO
Humour walk
Patience
Self control
Explanations
Discussions
Calm down
Balance
Rest

negotiations
balance
better ways of
expressing self
bath
time out
encouraging
self care

John Pierce Centre
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“Blessed are those who mourn;
they shall be comforted.” (Matt.5:5)

EPHPHETA SUNDAY - 16TH AUGUST, 2009
Mass was held at JPC with Fr John Hill, followed by a “POTLUCK” Lunch! The Centre was
filled with people to celebrate our “Deaf History, Language & Community”. It is always a
popular day and a great celebration. There was lots of
yummy soup and other winter foods to warm us up.
We also had the blessing of our “Deaf Community
Memorial Garden” and unveiled the plaques. At the end
of our Ephpheta Mass we prepared to follow Fr. John
outside for the blessing, but the sun disappeared and
the rain came pouring down at that very moment. We
waited a little, and as soon as the rain stopped and the
sun peaked through the clouds we were out the door
and at the garden.
We all agreed that it was Holy Water from heaven that
really blessed our Memorial Garden that day!
The large plaque (left) acknowledges that the area is a
memorial garden, commemorating when it was blessed
and by whom. It also thanks the Murphy Family (no
relation) who generously made the garden possible.
The other plaques, in remembrance of Charlie & Gert Hennessy and also Cheryl Clarke’s son,
Jarrad Dwyer, are the first installed on the memorial wall. If you would like to honour a family
member or friend who has been part of our Deaf community, forms are available from the JPC
office. Plaques range in price from $180-$250 (dependent upon size and wording).
Please see me if you wish to order a plaque.
Janette Murphy, Chaplain

Crowd gathers at the blessing of our Memorial Garden by Fr. John Hill it was a little wet and chilly!
Left to right: John Hageman, Cheryl Clarke, Geoff Treloggen,
Monica Stevenson, Bruno Broglio and Moreen Griffiths
in the new JPC Memorial Garden.

John Pierce Centre

A group of twenty people from JPC attended the Mass
to celebrate 100 years since Mary MacKillop’s death at
St. Patrick's Catherdral, Melbourne on the 8th August
2009. There was a huge crowd there to celebrate with
Archbishop Denis Hart and many other priests. Lucky
our Deaf group had front seats!
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Sr. Janette Murphy, our Chaplain, is a Josephite and
she asked me if I would like to represent JPC and I
accepted her offer. I was so excited and proud to walk
up to the altar with the JPC banner and greet the
actress who dressed up as Mary MacKillop.

During the mass there were
We celebrated the remarkable
screens around the cathedral
life of Mary MacKillop, an
showing images of Mary’s life. We
Australian woman who gave her
were mixed with emotions and
life to caring for the poor and
proud of Mary. It was such a loveprotecting the rights of all peoly Mass. After that we went to
ple. Her love, generosity and
Dallas Brookes Hall for a cuppa
trust in God has encouraged
and ate beautiful cakes, too many
Australians and many other
to mention! We then went on a
people around the world. Mary
tour of the “Mary MacKillop Herfirmly believed she was being
itage Centre” in Albert Street,
called by God to achieve a
East Melbourne (next to VicDeaf).
particular work through the
It was very interesting and worth
Our group in Cathedral with JPC banner: Back - Chris
Sisters of St. Joseph. "Mary Haigh, Julianne Hayes, Wendy Devlin, Moreen Griffiths; it to visit as Mary bought that
MacKillop had a consistent vision Middle - Stan Batson, Allen Mann, Bernadette Wallis, house and stayed there many
Lizzie Moloney, Margaret Urquhart, Janette Murphy;
of a loving God at work in the
times. On behalf of our JPC group
Front
- Myra Batson, Malcolm Stevenson, Kath Baldwin, I would like to say a “Big Thank
world and present in every
circumstance of her life. She Chreyl Clarke, Monica Stevenson, Charles Molyneux. You” to Janette for interpreting.
constantly sought God's will for
Mary was born on 15th January 1842 and died on 8th
herself and for the Institute."
August 1909 aged 67 years. She had been battling illBefore the Mass started there was a procession of
ness for a long time. She was one of eight children and
banners and flags carried by representatives from
her parents migrated to Australia from Scotland. If you
schools, parishes and organisations where the Sisters of
would like to know more about Mary MacKillop's life you
St. Joseph have worked over the past one hundred
can visit the Heritage Centre or online at years.
www.marymackillop.org.au
People still feel her presence today and pray to Mary for
help with sickness, difficulties and worries. She has
helped many people with cancer (including myself) and
is responsible for at least two miracles. We hope the
Pope will announce her as a Saint very soon.
Julianne Hayes
Enjoying a celebratory ‘cuppa’ after Mass: L to R - Tamara
Doyle-Bates with children Gavin and Shaunagh, Stan Batson,
Myra Batson (seated), Allen Mann, Lizzie Moloney (seated),
Janette Murphy, Moreen Griffiths, Chris Haigh, Kath Baldwin,
Craig Bates, Cheryl Clarke, Julianne Hayes, Wendy Devlin,
Monica and Malcolm Stevenson.

DEAFNESS FOUNDATION
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
In July this year Stan Batson was awarded Life Membership of
the Deafness Foundation. This is in recognition of his tireless
work (since 1993) as the Auslan representative on their Board of
Directors. He is also currently Vice President of the organization. JPC is well aware of Stan’s outstanding commitment to the
Deaf community, and his determination for recognition of
Auslan. Congratulations Stan on a well-deserved award!
Right: Katrina Mynard and Janette Murphy with Stan
at the Deafness Foundation AGM.

John Pierce Centre
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Signee-Tots & CODA Activities
Wendy Devlin is responsible for both Signee-Tots and Coda (primary aged
children) activities at JPC. Below you will see stories of what has happening at our JPC activities recently and
also our up-coming events. If you wish to add your email address to our JPC’s activities list for the future,
please send your name, childrens names and ages, and email to - wendy.devlin@jpc.org.au
“Roller-Skating”

“A Day in Pompeii”

Nine families joined the fun in
Roller-Skating at Bayswater.
Some tried out inline skating
while others used quad roller
skates. There were some falls
although no-one complained.
Some skaters did well for their
first time.

This was open to everyone and
many people saw the wonder and
devastation of Pompeii at the
Melbourne Museum. Pompeii was
completely destroyed during a
long catastrophic eruption of the
volcano Mount Vesuvius over two
days in AD 79. Some now want to
visit the real Pompeii. Children
were entertained with Roman
Coin Rubbings and playing a
variety of educational games on
the computers. Much fun was also had at the playground behind
the Melbourne Museum before
going home - exhausted!

Right:
Amelia,
Liam and
Aaron
Devlin get
ready to
skate their
boots off!

“Wonderland Play Centre”
Kids had wonderful time playing
non-stop for hours while their
parents enjoyed relaxing and
catching up with each other.

On one of their many trips down the
slide at Indoor Play Centre are:
Mia & Tara Larcombe, Enzo Ziccone,
Brooke & Amber Rousch.

“Footy Day”
During the school
holidays we held
a “Footy Day”
activity at JPC.
This was a highly successful
program with lots of families and
children enjoying the day. A lot of
laughs and a bunch of thirsty
children wriggled in for more
drinks. A lot of soft footballs were
seen in the air all the time.
There were a lot
of Collingwood
players! A variety
of games, handball competitions,
parents versus
children matches,
and the kids seated enjoying their
ice-creams waiting for the
“Brownlow” medal count.
Racer Adam (17 mths):
not sure about this football thing yet.

Lily Hynes is worn out from her footy
activities and rests with her aunt, Katrina.

Congratulations go to Lily Hynes
for winning the handball competition and Emily Mills won the
“Brownlow” medal. Lots of food
disappeared during the day and
other prizes were given. Football
‘flashbacks’ were also shown on
the big screen for the whole time.
It was a great day!

Hawks supporter, Wendy Devlin, presents
Emily Mills with her “Brownlow” medal
at JPC’s Footy Day.

Upcoming Event:
“ THE BIG BIG SHOW
IN THE ROUND ”
Wiggles Concert
Sunday, 6th December, 2009
Rod Laver Arena.
Interpreters provided.
See Wendy for more info.

John Pierce Centre
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‘THE STORY OF THE DARWIN TOUR’
(Pankina Deaf Senior Group)
Day 6: The final day was quite relaxing. The Territory
Wildlife Park was a highlight of the day as was the
flight over the area for those who chose to go up in the
small plane. The return trip to Darwin found many
asleep after so many active and enjoyable days. The
advice of Gail to try Stokes Hill Wharf was well
received and we had a lovely evening looking over the
bay.
The long wait for the flight to leave Darwin did not
seem to worry us as we had to wait until near midnight
to board the plane. Our homeward journey was
through Brisbane where we changed planes arriving
back in Melbourne on August 2nd at 9.30am.
Day 1: At Litchfield National Park – we had an
The mixing of our deaf group with hearing people on
excellent day. Highlight of the day was the termite
the bus was excellent for both groups. We shared
mounds – Cathedral &
many stories of our lives and our
Magnetic. The weather was
enjoyment together on the tour.
beautiful. For the evening
The AAT Kings staff of Gail and
meal some bought a meal in
Kevin were just wonderful – their
the Vibe restaurant in
patience and care of our elderly
deaf was fantastic. It was
Darwin – others went into
particularly difficult for the Deaf
town.
people to be trying to appreciate
the scenery around them and also
Day 2: Saw us take a bus trip
watch the interpreter, Frank, as
to Katherine. Road distances
Front row from left to right: Desmond Townsend, Sheila information from Gail was given
are huge here. Several
Hogan, Maurice Dobbyn and Frank Hennessy (far right)
over the microphone throughout
highlights were – Adelaide
with hearing tourists
the journey.
River War Cemetery and the
Bruno Broglio & Frank Hennessy
Katherine Gorge Cruise. The motel accommodation
was very satisfactory, the meal very good as well.

Bruno Broglio (Tour leader), Frank Hennessy
(Interpreter) and our tour group - Lynette and
Desmond Townsend, Margaret Reilly-Williams,
Henry Williams, Brian O’Grady, John Hageman,
Sheila and Brian Hogan, Maurice Dobbyn, Charles
Molyneux, Irene Jessie Tagell and Peter DeBoe
excitedly took the Virgin Blue flight from Melbourne
to Darwin on Sunday 26th July at 9.15pm. We arrived
at the VIBE Hotel in Darwin very early on the
Monday morning. After a short rest and breakfast our
tour began at 7.45am sharing the bus with a hearing
group, our tour guide Gail and our driver Kevin.

Day 3: We spent a day with the Aboriginal
community at Manyallaluk. It was a gentle day with
some wonderful experiences of our indigenous
peoples. Eating special foods, throwing spears and
weaving baskets.
Day 4: There were various stops during the day which
were very successful, i.e. Edith Falls and Pine Creek.
Some even went for a swim! The cruise into the
Kakadau National Park was a real highlight. The boat
rides were quite manageable for all. We were able to
board easily in the flat bottom boats. Again the motel
and meals were excellent. There was no rush to move
people away from tables and the choice on the menu
was very good.
Day 5: Our journey up the East Alligator River was
so pleasant and manageable for all. Looking for and
counting crocs kept us busy. The Ubirr Rock tour was
wonderful. Climbing the rock was spectacular for
those who could manage it. Again the motel and meals
were excellent.

Pankina Deaf Senior
Group Program for
2009/10

November 30th - Bingo & Christmas Raffle
December 7th - Christmas Lunch
Caulfield Racecourse, 1 Station Street,
Caulfield at 12.30pm; $10 per person
2010
January 18th
- Welcome
February 1st
- Bingo
February 15th
- Crazy Whist
March 1st
- 777s
March 15th
- Bingo
March 29th
- Crazy Whist and Easter Raffle
April 12th
- Outing to Melbourne Aquarium
April 26th
- 777s
May 10th
- Bingo
May 24th
- Annual General Meeting

Page 10

OBITUARIES
Rosemary Moore (nee Rankin)

Rosemary Moore died on 9th
September, 2009. She was an expupil of Waratah School for the
Deaf. Her old school friend,
Annette Scott gave this eulogy at
her funeral:
“It was a great blessing that Rosemary was able to
receive her award from the Catholic Deaf
Assocation recently, for the hard work and efforts
she contributed on behalf of the Deaf community.
She was so surprised she didn’t know what to say,
and it was very much appreciated. She was in the
Catholic Deaf Association and many other clubs for
many years. She was the secretary of CDA for five
years, and a committee member for a very long
time. She was a valued and hardworking member.
She would often visit lonely and elderly people, she
had a loving heart and thought of others in times of
need. I have spent some quality time with
Rosemary recently, and she asked me to tell her
many friends that you all were often in her thoughts.
Rosemary’s kindness, patience, courage and sense
of humour will never be forgotten. She was a much
loved friend and adored mother and Nana. She will
be sadly missed.”

Rest In Peace
Venora Sophia Adelaine Gibson - 17th July, 2009
(aunt of John Trood-Paull; sister of Dr. Christine
Trood)
Margaret Creamer - 27th July, 2009 (sister of Ann
Darwin)
Faye Treloggen - 10th August, 2009 (husband of
Geoff; mother of Lisa and Kingsley)
Kathleen Patricia Loy - 26th August, 2009 (mother of
Jeanette Ralph), in Sydney
Lorraine Ralph - 2nd September, 2009 (step-mother
of Brian), in Adelaide
Thelma Stancliffe - 6th September, 2009 (mother of
Rosemary Johnson and Phillip
Stancliffe; sister of Jean McNamara)
Rosemary Moore (nee Rankin) - 9th
September, 2009 (ex-Waratah pupil)
John Rankine - 7th October, 2009

John Pierce Centre

Faye Treloggen (nee Lienhop)

Faye was born in Bendigo on 2nd
February, 1941, to John and Frances
Lienhop. She was the oldest in her
family, with three sisters Ann, Joy and
Helen. She attended McDonald House
School for the Deaf in Bendigo, where
she was one of the first pupils when it opened. She had
a lovely personality, always polite, kind, and had a
heart of gold with people. She grew up a quiet girl, and
loved knitting and sewing. As a young woman in
Bendigo, Faye worked as a library assistant. She loved
going to the movies and collected books and
magazines of the Queen and Royal Family. She also
liked walking, bike riding, and loved going to the
beach.
I met Faye in Bendigo through a mutual friend, and I
asked her if she would like to come down to the
Melbourne Show. I went to New Zealand for a one
year working holiday. Faye decided to fly over and
spend two weeks with me. My parents, Laura and Reg,
jumped the gun and thought Faye and I were getting
engaged! The gossip was wrong, and we laughed at
them for wasting their breath. But when I returned
home from New Zealand I asked my hearing sister,
Judie, to ring Faye’s father and asked his permission to
marry Faye. Her mum and dad already loved me and
enjoyed having me in Bendigo. Faye didn’t know
about the phone call, and on the Queen’s Birthday long
weekend I came to see Faye. I borrowed her sister
Ann’s car and proposed to her with the ring. Faye said
‘yes’ and we went for a drive.
Twelve months later we married at All Saints Anglican
Church in Bendigo. Our first child, Lisa, was born in
1972, followed five years later by son Kingsley. Faye
was very happy to have children.
Faye has been involved in the Deaf community in
many ways - canteen at VSDC, committee of DDRC,
Gippsland Deaf Regional Club in Moe, volunteer at
JPC cleaning and helping with newsletter. She also
regularly attended Pankina and Wombat Craft group.
Faye also loved travelling.
She was diagnosed with kidney disease and two years
ago started dialysis. This was a big challenge, and she
put on brave face, but a bad infection stopped her life.
She died peacefully on 10th August; no more pain.
We were married 38 years and I’m disappointed to
miss our Ruby (40th) Anniversary, and also Faye’s
70th birthday. Faye was proud of her family - Lisa and
Matthew, Kingsley and Cindi, and grandchildren
Miranda, Matthew, Kyle and Nathaniel. We loved her,
she was important in our lives, a good wife and
wonderful mother.
[From the funeral eulogy given by Faye’s husband, Geoff.]

John Pierce Centre
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REFLECTION

Births:
Paige Belle Quinn (daughter of Sam and Leisa;
sister for Joshua Beau; granddaughter of Christa
and Brian Quinn) - 18th May, 2009
Kayne Eian Hliang (greatgranddaughter of Margaret Symons) 25th July, 2009
Brianna Maree Dwyer (daughter of Laurie &
Laura; sister for Alyssa; granddaughter of
Cheryl Clarke) - 5th October, 2009

Baptisms:
Shae Oscar Steen & Bailey Tristan Steen 19th July, 2009 (John Pierce Centre)
Isabelle Sophie Perry 8th August, 2009 (St. Peter’s
Church, Hoppers Crossing)
Charlotte Susan Lowrie - 4th October, 2009
(John Pierce Centre)

First Communion:
Blake & Connor Davis - 11th October
(Don Bosco Church,
Narre Warren North)

Reconciliation:
Charlie Miller - 21st October (St. James Church,
Hoppers Crossing North)
Tara Papotto - 14th November (St. Paul’s
Church, Coburg)

Our church season of Advent, which
begins on the last weekend of this
month, is a gentle time of preparation
and waiting for the arrival of Jesus at
Christmas. Sometimes the gentle is
more like gastronomic (with all the
end-of-year/Christmas functions to
attend), the preparing becomes pressurized (with rushing
to find that last-minute Christmas gift), and the waiting is
more like wriggling (with the kids excitedly having
photos taken on Santa’s knee). Welcome to the “Silly
Season”.
Many years ago, in my youthful enthusiasm, I would
spend hours writing Christmas cards to send to everyone I
knew. I did this because I cared about these people who
were part of my life, but also because of the cultural
expectation. It’s Christmas - you must send cards; buy
gifts; eat, drink and be merry. That’s the rules. Jesus,
Mary and Joseph hardly rate a mention.
But somewhere on my journey to middle-age I slowly
realized that not all of this was necessary. Perhaps it was
the pressures and stresses of life - or the grey hairs that
such things produce - that helped me to re-think what I
valued most. It wasn’t the number of names on my
Christmas card list - it was the people themselves. So I
began only sending cards to those people I wouldn’t be
able to see over the Christmas and holiday period. For
those I would see I tried to be more attentive to them and
enjoy my time with them, rather than rushing off to the
next thing.
So, how will you spend your Advent time this year? Will
you be rushing to tick off every-thing on your list? Or
take time to be with those around you (in traffic, on the
train or tram, in the supermarket queue) and contemplating what “gift” you can give them. Sometimes all it takes
is a smile, or perhaps letting a person with less items in
ahead of you on the queue! Simple things really, but
worth much more than any bargain in the Christmas catalogues.
May your Christmas be a blessed time, whether you are
surrounded by loved-ones or total strangers. Remember,
the Christ-child is alive and active in each one of them and in you.
Janette Murphy
Marriages:
Cathy Beard and Wayne Heather - 5th September, 2009 at
John Pierce Centre.
Brett Ritchie (son of Anna and Royce) and Sally Garrett 13th November, 2009 at Werribee.

Cathy Beard and Wayne Heather happily cutting their Wedding Cake
at their celebration at JPC on 5th September.

Shane Buck (son of Lesley and John Thornton) and Julie
Sweet - 14th November at Sandy Creek, SA.

“ BUNNI NG S S AU S AG E SI ZZLE ”
3 Nepean Highway, Mentone

Saturday
12th December
JPC has another fundraising BBQ on
12th December at Bunnings in Mentone.
Hopefully we will catch all the
pre-Christmas shoppers!
■

•

Volunteers are needed to help on the day,
cooking and selling the sausages.
Also donations of bread and sausages would
be greatly appreciated.

Please contact Gabe Noonan at JPC if you could help.
g.noonan@jpc.org.au

HAVE

■

Newsletter

■

Gardening

■

Outings & support for isolated Deaf people

■

Contact Christine at JPC office if you can help in
any way - admin@jpc.org.au

JOHN PIERCE CENTRE
The Centre will close on Wednesday
23rd December for the Christmas/New
Year holiday break, and re-open on Monday,
18th January, 2010. In case of emergency
during that time, contact our Chaplain on
mobile/sms: 0411 406 152

YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS?

Please notify your new or correct address to: John Pierce Centre, PO Box 443, Prahran, 3181
(Notice: our new postal address is PO Box 443, Prahran, not 2 Donald Street, Prahran)
Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Suburb ……………………………………………………………………
TTY No: …………………….…

Fax No: …………………………

Postcode …………………….
SMS: …………………………..

If you wish to receive this newsletter via email please notify Gail Finn - g.finn@jpc.org.au
to delete your name off our postage list.

JOHN PIERCE CENTRE NEWSLETTER
If undelivered please return to:
PO Box 443, PRAHRAN 3181
Print Post Approved
PP325841/00013

SURFACE
MAIL

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

