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Hello Everyone,  

It is really hard to believe 

that 2011 will soon be 

over.  The last few months 

I have had the opportunity 

to meet you all and 

wanted to say thank you 

for your lovely welcome 

you have given me in the 

last few months.  

It is with great news that 

Tobin Brothers is 

sponsoring JPC 

newsleBers.  

Pankina group recently 

returned from their Bryon 

Bay holidays and they 

have been telling me 

stories of their trip. I hope 

I will have a chance to sit 

down with them and go 

through photos. Signee 

Tots and CODA organised 

a couple of ac6vi6es 

recently and it was lovely 

seeing the children 

enjoying themselves, 

especially the dress up day 

where everyone including 

the staff dressed up.    

JPC has a new website 

now, with thanks to the 

very talented Vicky Li. We 

have worked on this for 

several months, in 

crea6ng a dynamic and 

vibrant website including 

photos and a calendar 

where you can click and 

find out when the  

ac6vi6es or events will be 

on. Our website address is 

www.jpc.org.au.   

Rebecca Miller will be 

moving to Wollongong 

with her family. Rebecca 

started here in 2005 and 

has worked 6relessly for 

JPC. Her energy, 

enthusiasm, crea6vity and 

passion for her work has 

been greatly admired. 

Rebecca will s6ll 

contribute towards our         

JPC newsleBer from 6me 

to 6me.  All of us here at 

JPC wishes Rebecca every 

success and happiness.   

She will be sadly missed 

by all here at JPC .       

JPC thanks all those who 

have supported JPC and to 

our donors including the 

Good Guys who have 

given so generously in 

suppor6ng JPC over the 

last twelve months. And 

to fantas6c staff, 

wonderful volunteers and 

Board of Directors for 

their contribu6on and 

commitment during 2011. 

Please enjoy this special 

Christmas edi6on and stay 

safe this holiday season.  

On behalf of JPC Board 

and staff, we would like to 

wish you all a wonderful 

relaxing and an enjoyable 

Christmas with your 

families and look forward 

to a very happy new year. 

Christmas is a special 6me 

for all, filled with hope, 

love and lots of laughs.  

John Pierce Centre John Pierce Centre John Pierce Centre    

CHRISTMAS RALLYCHRISTMAS RALLYCHRISTMAS RALLY   

Date:Date:Date:                  Sunday, 11th December, 2011Sunday, 11th December, 2011Sunday, 11th December, 2011   

Mass:Mass:Mass:                  11.00 am11.00 am11.00 am   

Lunch:Lunch:Lunch:               12.30pm 12.30pm 12.30pm ---   Spit RoastSpit RoastSpit Roast   

Santa:Santa:Santa:                  2.30pm2.30pm2.30pm   

Where:Where:Where:            JPC Hall, 35 High St, PrahranJPC Hall, 35 High St, PrahranJPC Hall, 35 High St, Prahran   

Cost:Cost:Cost:                        $20 per person   $40 per family$20 per person   $40 per family$20 per person   $40 per family   

See Katrina SMS  0400 660 601 or  See Katrina SMS  0400 660 601 or  See Katrina SMS  0400 660 601 or     

Gail SMS 0402 446 950 for tickets at JPC.Gail SMS 0402 446 950 for tickets at JPC.Gail SMS 0402 446 950 for tickets at JPC.   

FOR PARENTS: Bring a present for your child/children FOR PARENTS: Bring a present for your child/children FOR PARENTS: Bring a present for your child/children    

before Santa comes.  before Santa comes.  before Santa comes.     

   

   

From the  

Execu�ve Manager’s Desk 
Rachel Miers  
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From the Chaplain’s Desk  
Fr John Hill CSSR  

 

About eighty 

years ago a young 

woman came 

from the country 

to Melbourne. I 

will call her Ann  

(not her real 

name). She was unmarried and 

pregnant. When her boyfriend, the 

baby’s father, found out she was 

pregnant, he and his immediate family 

wanted nothing to do with Ann. It was 

during the Great Depression, a 6me 

when the economy in Australia and 

many other countries was near 

collapse. Unemployment in Australia 

was over 20%, but at that 6me there 

were no  unemployment benefits like 

today. People had to queue up to find 

work, and even to get food to eat. 

 

In those days women who were 

pregnant and unmarried were oJen 

rejected by their family, friends and  

 

 

 

 

 

neighbours. So, Ann leJ her recently 

widowed father in country Victoria, 

and went to Melbourne, to a home, 

run by the Anglican church, where 

single mothers could stay and have  

their babies. She stayed there and 

gave birth to a healthy baby girl. 

Although at that 6me most single 

mothers gave their babies up for 

adop6on, she was determined to keep  

her daughter. But she had two 

problems. One was that she had 

nowhere to live. The other was that 

she had no money. 

 

Then out of the blue, Ann was 

contacted by the aun6e of the baby’s 

father. The aun6e was so upset by 

how Ann had been treated by the 

family that she took Ann and the baby 

to live in her own house. The aun6e 

and her husband looked aJer Ann and 

the baby, and provided them with 

everything they needed. Ann and the  

 

 

 

 

 

baby stay with them for about three 

years. Then Ann’s widowed father 

moved down from the country to live 

in Melbourne, and she and the baby 

went to live with him. 

 

As we get closer to Christmas, I think a 

lot about this story. At Christmas we 

celebrate that God became part of our 

human family. Christmas means that  

God’s love is at work in our world. Ann 

and her baby experienced that love 

through the generosity of her 

boyfriend’s aun6e. Christmas means 

that God works through people. When 

we love each other, God’s love is 

there. Let’s make this Christmas a 6me 

of hospitality and welcome. Maybe, 

through us, others might experience 

something of God’s love for them. 

 

 

 

 

Ques�on & Answer  
Fr John Hill CSSR  

I watched the royal 

wedding on TV. I 

know the words of 

the sign of the cross 

as: “In the name of 

the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit”. But in 

the royal wedding 

they used “Holy Ghost” instead of “Holy Spirit”. 

Why? 

 

In older English the word “ghost” had the same 

meaning as the word “spirit” in modern       

English.  So, the tradi6onal transla6on of the 

sign of the cross used the words “ghost” to 

translate the La6n word “spiritus”. When we 

started to use English in the Mass in the 1960’s, 

a new transla6on of the La6n was made. The 

word “ghost” by now had a lot of meanings not 

connected with religion, so “spiritus” was 

translated as “spirit”. That was when we        

started saying “In the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tobin Brothers Funerals provide specialist service and care 

to members of the Deaf community. Fran Webber, who is a 

funeral planner for Tobin Brothers, has basic conversa6onal 

Auslan skills and is familiar with the Deaf community and 

culture. Fran is able to arrange funerals when a death has 

occurred and be present on the day of the funeral service.   

Fran is also able to meet with clients interested in pre- 

arranging a funeral or taking out a Fixed Price Funeral Plan.   

For further enquiries, please contact Fran on 9373 7000 or via 

email info@tobinbrothers.com.au 

  

PANKINA GROUP FUNERAL INFORMATION WORKSHOP 

Fran will be running an Auslan interpreted workshop on 

Wednesday 7th March 2012, from 10am – 2pm at JPC. 
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Hints for Happy Families  
By Rebecca Miller , Pastoral Care Coordinator  

Family Rituals  

It does not maBer if it is the family walk aJer dinner, the 

Sunday roast, the Friday night fish and chips or Saturday 

morning clean up, rituals are highly “protec6ve”. A ritual is 

something done over and over again, oJen with a special 

purpose eg. to have special family 6me, to remember    

someone who has passed away or to create a cosy family 

environment in your home. Rituals help your children feel 

safe and secure and also strengthen 

your family bond. The best rituals cost 

nothing. These are the ac6vi6es you 

hope later on your children will remem-

ber and say  “Mum always made sure 

we did…..” or “Dad always made sure 

we did……” As your children get older 

and more difficult to talk with,  family 

rituals can give you meaningful 6me 

together with no pressure. Give it a try !  

 

Why is my child unhappy ?  

A school teacher recently told me that 

“you are only as   happy as your unhappiest child “ . I 

thought these very wise words. Parents oJen worry about 

their children and it can be hard to know when to ask for 

help or even where to get help. It is difficult to feel happy 

yourself when you suspect your child is miserable.   

Primary school aged children are oJen very very busy.   

They have a social calendar more full and exci6ng than 

many adults. Sport, friends and lots of par6es make a fun 

filled life. But what do you do when your child suddenly 

seems sad, withdrawn or not themselves. Perhaps they are 

not being invited to all the par6es like their classmates,  

 

 

 

what can you do ? It can be difficult for parents to know if 

things are OK or not.  Here are some hints to help you      

decide if your child or teenager needs help from a             

professional to work out their problems.  

You know your child and teenager best, so if you are       

worried about them, make sure they are given good quality 

6me to talk to Mum or Dad. Asking “what is wrong?” does 

not always work, but it does show your child that you are 

interested, have no6ced them and care 

enough to ask.     Doing things with your child 

one on one (1:1) like walking the dog, cooking 

together, art and craJ together or sport    

prac6ce can give your child a chance to bring 

up their      worries in their own 6me when 

they feel comfortable.   Sharing worries can 

help things improve. 

 

We are all sad some6mes. It is natural to feel 

sad and      miserable about life’s ups and 

downs. If your child or    teenager is very sad, 

withdrawn, very grumpy or complains a lot of 

feeling unwell and stays this way for more than 2 weeks 

your child might be suffering from depression, or need help 

from a counsellor to talk about and understand what is   

upseRng them.   

 

If you suspect your child is depressed it is important to get 

the right help. It is not normal to stay feeling this way for a 

long 6me, even for teenagers. You can ask for help from 

your Doctor, your child’s school or from JPC. Counselling 

and help can be provided free of charge. If you are unsure 

about how to ask for help JPC pastoral workers are here to 

assist you, please talk to Katrina, Gabrielle or Rebecca.     

JPC Office Christmas Break  
 

Please note that the John Pierce Centre offices will be closed for the Christmas break from                     

Thursday 22nd December 2011 and will re-open on Tuesday 10th January 2012.  

On behalf of all of us here at JPC, we would like to wish you a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and                                     

a HAPPY & SAFE NEW YEAR. We look forward to seeing you all in 2012.   

 

 Note that the Duty Worker will not be available in January 2012.  

 If you wish to contact JPC staff during January 2012  

 Katrina Mynard  sms 0400 660 601               Gabe Noonan sms 0418 394 600 

 Fr John Hill           sms 0404 145 061 
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Emmaus Liturgy Group  
By Gail Finn  

Emmaus Liturgy Group s6ll meets every month to  prepare 

our third Sunday Mass. We not only prepare the Mass itself, 

we can discuss freely what both the first Reading and     

Gospel’s messages mean to us.  In that way, it can increase 

our knowledge of our faith in God and our lives as well.  For 

example, recently, we  discussed over the Gospel – 

MaBhew: chapter 22 verses 15-22. It was about how Jesus 

was tricked by the Jewish Pharisees. Fr. John Hill, our    

chaplain, gave us some provoking thought regarding Jesus’ 

character. Was he gentle? Was he grumpy? Was he angry? 

In this way, we reflect more of Jesus as who he was and 

possibly saw him as an ordinary person like us.  

Par6cipants of both Emmaus Liturgy Group and those come 

to JPC Mass regularly are encouraged to get involved with 

Mass e.g. seRng up the hall for Mass; lectors (read/sign) 

reading, responsorial psalm and Gospel; and special        

ministers to give out communion and wine.  

If you are interested to join our Emmaus group, please let           

Fr. John Hill or Gail Finn know or get more informa6on.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural Outreach—Sale  
By Gabe Noonan  

Country life has many posi6ves; fresh air, no traffic &   

beau6ful views. BUT it also has some nega6ves; long       

distances, fewer services & expensive cost of living. 

I have found over the last few months that the people I 

have been visi6ng and suppor6ng in Gippsland, have had to 

face these challenges again and again. When any family is 

living in a remote area & needs specialist services, it is     

always difficult to book appointments, then add the extra 

stress of finding an interpreter to assist with those              

services.  Rou6ne appointments become a marathon of 

phone calls, nego6a6ons and delays. 

I have been lucky enough to support families with their 

medical situa6ons, jobs searching and training, and              

generally mee6ng up for a cuppa & a chat. I have enjoyed 

the friendships I have formed through my JPC work.         

Although our work in rural Gippsland is limited, I feel we 

make a difference to those that we touch. 

I hope that the future will bring many more posi6ves  for 

our country Deaf, and that JPC can bring the support and 

care to these families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephpheta Sunday  
By Gail Finn  

On 21
st

 August, 2011, we celebrated our Annual Ephpheta       

Sunday Mass at John Pierce Centre. There was a three-

candle ceremony at the beginning of Mass. One candle   

represented the past, second candle was to respect our sign 

language and the third candle represented the present Deaf 

Community. AJer ligh6ng up each candle, special prayers 

were signed in front of our congrega6on.  These three          

candle ceremony created beau6ful and meaningful             

atmosphere for us.  Fr. John Hill  celebrated the Mass and, 

in his homily gave us some interes6ng reflec6ons on his  

experience working in the Catholic deaf community, and 

some thoughts about the community’s future and the     

challenges it faces. 

We were very pleased to Sr. JaneBe Murphy doing her new 

role as an interpreter for our Mass.  

AJer Mass, we went out to a nearby pub, Orrong Hotel for 

lunch. We spent an enjoyable 6me by relaxing and chaRng.  
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Signee Tots  
By Wendy Devlin   

Term three has been a very busy one with numerous 

ac6vi6es taking place.  First ac6vity, the children decorated 

the biscuits, they topped the biscuit with icing then 

decorated the face using different kinds of lollies.  Not 

surprisingly, most children rather eat the lollies than finishing 

off the face decora6ons!   

Secondly, they did the hand pain6ng.  Next they made a 

father’s day giJs then fancy dress ups, it has been wonderful 

to see a lot of children coming this day with dressed ups.  

Thank you to the staff who par6cipated in the dress-ups, this 

encourages the social interac6on between the children and 

staff.  Signee Tots dates for Term 1 2012 14 February, 28 

February, 13 March and 27 March  

 

 

Footy BBQ Lunch  

 

 

 

Wendy congratulates 

Zara on her award for 

being best dressed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play Dough Recipe  
By Melissa  

 2 cups of plain flour                                                                                  

 1 cup of salt                                                                                                            

 4 tablespoons of ‘cream of tartar’                                                          

 2 tablespoons of cooking oil                                                                                               

 2 cups of boiling water                                                                                      

 food colouring  

 

Just combine and mix ingredients in a bowl: 

knead on bench, then add colour.  

 

 

 

 

Morgan O’Sullivan with her 

bear pain6ng   

 Liam Elkins with his         

         pain6ng  

Signee Tots Fancy Dress Day              

Chrissie & Emily Le,                   

Mei Li & Kalan MacDonald 

Trisha & Amelia Balharrie with 

Chris6ne Elder  

 

Coda Ac�vi�es  
By Wendy Devlin   

The families aBended several ac6vi6es, which include the 

roller  ska6ng, movies, the art of the brick exhibi6on and 

footy fever. The footy day at JPC con6nues to be popular with 

several families aBending. They enjoyed kicking the balls in 

the hall and had the BBQ for lunch. Finally cooled down with 

an ice cream. Congratula6ons to Zara for the best dressed 

who wore a Richmond Guernsey and had her face painted in 

black with yellow stripes – what’s a true fan!   

 

 

Mother Father Deaf Brochure  
 

JPC has a “Mother Father Deaf” parent 

brochure that is available free for parents, 

families, teachers and schools. Please call 

JPC for brochures TTY 03 9525 1337 Email 

admin@jpc.org.au  

 

 

   Summer Ideas  
 Visit Local Library  

 Have an interna6onal food night  

 Go swimming  

 Camp outside from Home 

 Plant a summer herb garden                                                    

Look at stars                                                                        

Build a sandcastle  

 Send us your photos of your summer 

holidays and we will put it in the next 

newsleBer 
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World Youth Day—Madrid 2011  
By Heidi Beasley-Ellich 

Hi, my name is Heidi 

Beasley-Ellich, and I was 

lucky to travel to Madrid 

this year with the 

Ephpheta Group from    

Sydney. Our Group (SYD 

05) of 35 pilgrims            

included 32 deaf people 

and 3 interpreters. I flew 

from Melbourne to join the group and then we all leJ to-

gether from Sydney for our first part of the trip.  

It was my first experience on an overseas flight and it was 

all very exci6ng. The plane was great, with a TV for each 

person. It was a very long flight, so I slept a lot. We arrived 

in Rome for a three night stay. We visited many of tourist 

sites including the beau6ful churches, St     Peter’s Bascilica 

and the Coleseum. The special place for me in Rome  was 

the Holy Steps. You had to climb the steps on your knees 

as a sign of respect. Jesus is said to have climbed those 

steps, so all the tourist climb & pray their way up the steps. 

We then travelled to Assisi for 3 nights, visi6ng all the   

special places including the catacombs. Our last city was     

Florence for one night, visi6ng the museum there. 

It was 6me to fly to Madrid, and we were all very keen to 

start the WYD experience.  The transport was all on WYD 

buses, so that was easy for us. The weather was lovely 

about 30C, not too hot. The food was yummy, especially all  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the gelato & there was plenty of pizza and Spanish          

burgers!                                     

We went to Mass everyday and there were so many events 

and ac6vi6es. The highlight for me was visi6ng the         

Interna6onal Deaf Centre in Madrid. We got to meet other 

Deaf people from all over the world. We celebrated Mass 

there,  using Spanish Sign Language (ESL) and Interna6onal 

Sign Language. There was also many other interpreters 

there signing for each different country. It was amazing! 

I saw the Pope at the special Mass, but he was so far away 

I couldn’t really see his face. There were so many people 

there, a huge crowd. We planned to sleep over night     

outside that night, but the weather was too bad so we 

went back to our accommoda6on. 

It was such a fantas6c experience, so memorable. We had 

some problem with our return flight being delayed, which 

meant we missed the connec6ng flight home. Lucky for us 

we got to visit Frankfurt, Germany for an extra night! We 

eventully arrived home, all very happy and exhausted.           

I slept for two full days when I got home! 

I am very grateful to all the people who helped me travel 

to WYD. All the support I received from my family, JPC, 

DCA and all the other donors. A very big thank-you to all,     

I will never forget my experiences and I hope to be          

involved in the next WYD. 

Many thanks…………Heidi 

 

                  

 

 



 

 

John Pierce Centre    8 

Johann Gunesekera at 

Comic Lounge  
By Johann Gunesekera  

Johann Gunesekera a&ended St Marys 

Delgany Portsea and wishes to share of his 

experience as a stand up comedy.  

 

Hello, I’m Johann and have performed 

a stand up comedy show at the Comic 

Lounge in North Melbourne on 20th 

September.  It was the very first 6me   

I performed for my stand-up comedy 

show in my life. Ever since I was 

young, with a picture and words of 

'The Comic's Lounge' - it was my big 

dream, and I have never given up!        

I have always loved making a lot of 

jokes to everybody else, and they all 

laughed and laughed. Also I keep 

wri6ng over hundreds of joke stories 

for a long 6me. Everybody said to me 

'you should go to a comedy club' and 

some said to me 'you are excellent at jokes. You are a good 

actor with funny expression on your face. Go for it'.  

 

When I was inside The Comic's Lounge with my great 

interpreter Paul Hueston, I had a lot of confidence, but            

I don't know if I felt nervous in heart when 6me was coming 

closer to me before I stepped on the stage for my gig! Jaymie 

is a Comic’s Lounge Manager who I met with Paul. He's cool, 

and a nice bloke who accepted to book me for my first open 

mic as I am deaf. Thank God.  

 

When Paul and I walked to the Green room, having met a 

few experienced stand-up comedians. They were so friendly 

and kind to me like Mother Teresa! I don't know how I felt 

before I hit for a stage in 25 minutes. So I thought I was 

going to be okay, wasn't I? Just wait un6l my heart telling me 

yet. 25 minutes later I was next aJer another comedian leJ. 

Paul skipped out of the Green room aJer he wished me good 

luck. 

  

What happened? People in the main room clapped to 

welcome me. I felt like running away and forgeRng the 

show.. oh my lips became dry - this means I was sort of  

nervous. Finally, I was running a bit slowly to the stage, 

waving 'hello, hello... how are you?'   Guess what? At the 

stage all the bulbs suddenly torched on my face which I 

couldn't see people. Dark people! It looked like they were 

coming from Kenya!    It was amazing experience for me.   

 

 

 

 

I had a great opportunity and this 

gave me an experience.   Before I 

went  on the stage, Paul said 

'people don't know what deaf 

language. This is first 6me. Hope 

they will understand and laugh at 

your jokes'. He had a doubt.  I said 

'no worries they will laugh as           

I have plenty of great jokes'.             

I already believed myself as a 

great comedian in mind and 

heart. Thank God. 

 

Now what happened... everybody 

laughed more and more at my 

jokes. First 6me? YAY! First deaf 

jokes in The Comic's Lounge? 

Yeeeahh! I felt I had my 

confidence and strong enough to 

sign language, relaxing and they 

realised that deaf jokes are so 

funny and wonderful! It took me 10 minutes to do my gig. 

AJer my end, everybody clapped, and a few people 

congratulated and shook my hand. I couldn't be happier. 

Thank God.  

 

Did you know I became the first deaf stand-up comedian in 

The Comic's Lounge? Everybody praised me. Jaymie was very 

impressed with me aJer he spoke to Paul at the bar 'Johann 

is very well. Great work tonight'.  

 

Guess what? Jaymie invited me back again in November for 

my second stand-up comedy gig. It is called open mic.  I hear 

there will be a lot of my people who are interested in coming 

and watching my open mic that date.  

 

Everything in heart I say thank God every day. I keep my 

faith, belief and mo6va6on every day. Trust me that every 

patron in a comedy club would love unlimited 'deaf jokes'. 

Why? I have never given up on interpreters for seven 

months, who weren't interested in interpre6ng for me last 

February this year before I turned 40. I kept on calling and 

asking VicDeaf to see how my booking is going for my next 

gig on 8th November every once a week. VicDeaf officers 

and manager are trying their best to secure an interpreter. 

Say always be pa6ent and believe in yourself that you are 

successful.  

 

Thank you  

Johann  
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IN THE NEWS  

 

GOOD GUYS   

Travice De Silva from Good Guys       

Chadstone donated a television to John 

Pierce Centre.  JPC Staff & Volunteers 

were involved in Good Guys Fathers 

Day wrapping giJs for families and  

Community Week in September. The 

volunteers have prac6ced their       

wrapping skills (in 6me for Christmas)  

LeJ : Rachel Miers, Kevin Ziebell,        

Chris6ne Elders, Travice De Silva 

KODA  

Katrina Mynard accepts a framed KODA 

windcheater giJ from KODA                                                   

LeJ: Aaron Devlin, Oakley,                       

Katrina Mynard, Duncan, Liam Devlin   

JPC sponsored KODA Victoria Camp. 

Katrina was in awe and couldn’t believe 

when she received this beau6ful giJ!  

 

 

 

GEELONG DEAF EXPO  

Katrina and one volunteer Melissa    

Carey assisted with the JPC stall at  

Geelong Deaf Expo held on 26 August. 

Katrina gave out copies of JPC               

Brochures and Mother Father Deaf  

brochures.  Deaf Art was also displayed. 

Geelong Deaf Expo was well aBended.  

PREMIERS VCE AWARDS 2011   

Congratula6ons to Josephine Hynes for 

high marks in Auslan. Josephine's      

parents are Maree and Gerard Hynes. 

The Premiers VCE Awards 2011 was on 

Monday 30th May at Melbourne         

Conven6on Centre.  

Also to Vivien Dunn for “Top All-Round 

VCE High Achievers”. Vivien is grand-

daughter to Lorraine A’Hearn and niece 

to Kevin A’Hearn.                                                        

LeJ: Maree, Josephine & Gerard Hynes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PETER SEARLE  

Congratula6ons to Peter Searle on his 

Building Designers Associa6on of             

Victoria for best residen6al design -  

mul6 residen6al: dual occupancy 

award.  Peter Searle aBended St Mary's 

Delgany Portsea who some of you may 

know him. Look out for his inspiring 

interview in the next JPC newsleBer.   

XMAS IN JULY   

A group of lovely ladies aBended Lord 

Mayor Xmas in July func6on and a  

lovely 6me was enjoyed by all.             

LeJ: Rachel Miers, Melissa Carey,   

Katrina Mynard, Madgalena Buscek, 

Gabe Noonan, Maureen Bickford,     

Anna  Ritchie, Diane Backholer and   

Moreen Griffiths 

 

Christmas jokes 
 

Knock Knock  

Who’s there?  

Mary  

Mary Who?  

Mary Christmas!  

 

 

 

Knock Knock  

Who’s there?  

Donut  

Donut Who?  

Donut open ‘6l Christmas!    

 

 

 

What do wild animals sing at Christmas 

6me?  

Jungle Bells, Jungle Bells,  

Jungle all the way!  
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A big thank you note  
Katrina Mynard  

 

Hi Katrina 

Just a li&le note to say thank you for 

your support from JPC and deaf 

community  

That have been raise money during 

xmas rally 2005 for our daughter lily 

to build. 

Our new home to have more widen room, doors, and rails 

in bathroom. She is very happy. Thanks again from 

Maree, Gerard, Josephine, Samuel and Lily Hynes 

 

JPC organised Xmas Rally in the Year of 2005.  The money 

raised from that year was given to the Hynes Family to 

help develop plans for their new home.  This new home 

was specially made for Lily Hynes.  In this house,  they 

have wide hallway, wider entry doors in front and back 

doors and sliding doors in Lily’s bedroom and bathroom.  

The bathroom was also specific made for “disabled” 

which means rails were installed and special non-slip 

floors were put in. 

The Hynes Family have started this plan since 2004 and 

they have finally moved into this new home this year 

February 2011.  There are so many people to thank for.  

Maree and Gerard fell in love with this house called 

“Hackaway” which was displayed at Officer.                                        

Since then Lily has developed an independent life.  She is 

able to do lots of things more on her own than she did in 

her old house.  She is able to be ready for school every 

morning.  Lily enjoys computer games; laptop games and 

loves her new home.  She is a treasure to be with.    I’ve 

seen her developing peacefully herself as she grows more 

independently.   Lily has a long way to go, she s6ll needs 

lots of help and all the help and love she receives from 

school and her family makes her a very happy young lady.  

Corn & Bacon Loaf 
By Diane Backholer  

Made this for her children's 21st 

par6es and everyone loved this -      

a huge success!  

 

Ingredients  

 

450g PagnoBa con6nental loaf or 
coBage bread  
2 bacon rashers, roughly chopped    
(I used 4)  
1 onion chopped  
2 x 125g cans creamed corn 
125g corn kernels well drained 
1/2 cup sour cream  
1/4 cup grated tasty cheese  
1/4 cup mozzarella cheese  
1/4 cup chopped fresh herbs  
(I used chives  & parsley)  

  
  

 
Slice the top off the loaf. Remove the inside soJ 
bread. Place cob onto a baking tray. Cut the soJ 
bread and the top of the loaf into small chunks.  
Arrange extra pieces onto a separate tray and spray 
with oil.  
  
Spray a pan lightly with oil and heat. Add bacon and 
onion. Cook for 1-2 minutes. Place into a mixing 
bowl with creamed corn, corn kernels, sour cream, 
cheese and herbs. Mix well and   season with      
pepper.  Spoon into prepared loaf.  
Bake loaf at 200c (lower for fan forced oven) for 25 

minutes. Then add the bread pieces to the oven. Cook 
for a further 10 minutes or un6l filling is hot and the bread   
is crunchy.  
  
Serves 6-8 as an appe6ser.  Enjoy!  
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REST IN PEACE 

James Leslie Undy -  25th March, 2011                                    

(ex student of VSDC) (friend of Rayelene Thorne)  

 

Desmond Camille Haigh - 30th April, 2011    

(husband of Joan, father of Chris and 

Catherine (dec))  

 

 Giovanni (John) Furno – 11th May, 2011 

(father of Teresa Hately)  

 

Robert Wise – 14th May, 2011               

(brother of David Wise)  

 

Mona Ella Mynard – 31st May, 2011 

(grandmother of Katrina Mynard and  Maree Hynes)  

 

Peter Staples – 16th July, 2011 

 

 

 William (Joe) Jackson – 1st August, 2011  

 

 

Nick Malliaros - 15th August, 2011                                              

(ex VSDC pupil) 

 

Carmelo Pisanai – 16th September, 2011              

(father of Adriana Miller)  

 

Ian Tarrant – 27th September, 2011                      

(wife of Cheryle nee Nelson) (ex Glendonald                 

pupil) 

 

 

Lois Caroline Joyce WillimoB – 18th October, 2011                                                                 

(mother of Carolyn Hynes-Denvers,       

grandmother of Amy & Dale Hynes)  

CONGRATULATIONS  ~ SACRAMENTS  

BIRTH  

Rylie Cook-CraJ—24 January, 2011                                          

great grand nephew for Rayelene Thorne  

 

Ryder Mark Grawenall – 10th May, 2011                                   

Son for Kylie;  grandson for a delighted Lorna Easterbrook 

 

 

 

Brookelyn Thompson –CroJ – 11th June, 2011                                                    

great grand niece for Rayelene Thorne & Michael 

Eastwood  

 

Torah Kendall Johnston-Ritchie – 29th July, 2011                                                   

Second grandchild for Anna Ritchie  

Cute Chocolate Xmas tree  
 

Great for children to make giJs for teachers  (source: www.planningwithkids.com) 
 

Ingredients: 

* 300 grams chocolate (Cadbury Dairy Milk)                  * 1 and half cup rice bubble 

* 3/4 cup desiccated coconut                                                *  icing sugar for dus6ng 

 

Method:                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Break the chocolate into small pieces and place in a medium-sized microwave safe bowl    

(you add the other ingredients to it)  Melt chocolate on high for about 90 seconds. Check and s6r.  If chocolate needs more 

mel6ng, do so for 15 second bursts. Add coconut and rice bubbles to the melted chocolate and combine well.   

Line one trays with baking paper, spoon chocolate mixture into the shape of crosses.  Make six crosses, each one being  

slightly smaller than the other. Leave a couple of tablespoons of mixture to the side. This will act as the glue to build the tree. 

Place crosses in the fridge to set for 30 minutes. Place the largest cross onto a serving plate. 

Using the leJ over mixture (melt in microwave for 15 seconds if it has hardened) place a dob 

into the middle of the boBom    layer and press the next layer gently on top of this.                

Con6nue un6l you have layered all 6 crosses. 

Place into fridge again for 30 minutes. Prior to serving dust with icing sugar. 
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SURFACE 

MAIL 

POSTAGE PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 

Please no6fy your new or correct address to:  John Pierce Centre, PO Box 443, Prahran, 3181 
 

  Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  Suburb ……………………………………………………………………     Postcode ……………………. 

  TTY No:  …………………….…     Fax No: …………………………     SMS: ………………………….. 

If you wish to receive this newsleBer via email please no6fy Gail Finn - g.finn@jpc.org.au  

to delete your name off our postage list. 

J^_` Pabcdb Cb`ecb Nbfghbeebc 

If undelivered please return to: 

PO Box 443, PRAHRAN 3181 

 

Print Post Approved 

PP325841/00013 

The Good Guys Partnership with JPC  
 

The John Pierce Centre is fortunate to have been selected as a Community Partner with the Good Guys Store. 

The Good Guys Stores are a chain of Independant Electrical and White-goods stores spread throughout Australia that 

support local Communi6es by dona6ng a por6on of all sales to their Community Partners. 

Mr Travice De Silva the proprietor of the store chose to support the Family Support Services provided by the Centre and 

especially to Deaf families in the wider Chadstone area. 

If you visit the store which is located at the Chadstone Lifestyle Precinct at 675 - 685 Warrigal Road in Chadstone,                  

keep an eye out for the JPC display on the community board and you can be sure that the staff of the Good Guys             

will give you special and aBen6ve service. 

We plan to have a couple of events at the Good Guys stores this year to publicize the work of the John Pierce Centre in 

the area of Family Support, you are welcome to be a part of these events 


