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From the Chaplain’s Desk 
Fr John Hill CSSR 
At the end of May, Gail Finn and I 

went to a Catholic pastoral 

conference for the Deaf in 

Auckland, New Zealand. 

Presentations were made by both 

deaf and hearing people. What 

made an impact on me was the 

history of the Deaf in New 

Zealand, and especially how the 

government tried to get rid of 

sign language. In 1943 it was 

decided to set up a Catholic 

school for the Deaf in New 

Zealand. Two Dominican sisters 

(the same kind of sisters who 

were at Waratah and Portsea) 

came from New Zealand to 

Waratah to learn about Deaf 

education. While there they 

learned sign language. 

They returned to New Zealand in 

1944. When they got back, they 

found that the New Zealand 

government had decided that 

children should be oral and 

should learn to speak. Schools 

were not allowed to teach sign 

language. In Australia, as many of 

you have experienced, deaf 

children were made to be oral, 

and were not allowed to sign at 

school. But in New Zealand oral 

education was ordered by the 

government.   As a result sign 

language started to disappear. 

During this time of oral education 

there was a short movie made 

about  Van Asch College, a school 

for the Deaf in Christchurch. In 

the movie sign language was 

called “of no use” and 

“embarrassing”! Young deaf 

people, who were taught to be 

oral, suffered because the had 

communication skills. They could 

not speak and lip read well 

enough to communicate easily in 

the hearing world, and did not 

know enough  sign language to 

communicate with signing deaf. 

According to one of the Deaf 

presenters at the Auckland 

pastoral conference, the bad 

effects of oral education are still 

being felt. There are deaf people 

now who still struggle to 

communicate easily because they 

don’t know enough sign language.  

What happened in New Zealand 
has been on my mind because we 
are getting ready to celebrate 
Ephpheta Sunday on August 16.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ephpheta Sunday is the major 
celebration of the Catholic Deaf 
community at JPC.  
On that day we celebrate Deaf 
history, culture and language.  
We begin our Sunday Mass with a 
procession of three candles:  
one for Deaf history, one for Deaf 
culture and one for Deaf 
language.  (Continued on page 3) 

W  ww.jpc.org.au             admin@jpc.org.au        JohnPierceCentre 
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From the  
Executive 
Manager’s Desk 
Rachel Miers  

Hello,        

Brr… it is cold, with lots 

of wind coming from 

South Pole. I hope that 

you are keeping warm in 

this cold weather.  

You are welcome to 

come to our Ephpheta 

Sunday church service 

on Sunday 16th August. It 

is a special celebration 

of our community, 

culture and language. I 

look back on the 

significant meaning of 

the Ephpheta from the 

Bible, which means be 

open. The Deaf 

Community’s very 

welcoming and would 

love to 

see old and new faces.  

You can bring your 

family and friends, to 

celebrate.  

Recently Gail and Fr 

John went to New 

Zealand for a conference 

- Catholic Pastoral 

Conference for the Deaf 

in Auckland, for a few 

days. Gail and Fr John 

were kind to share their 

insights of the 

conference.  I hope you 

will find their reports 

interesting.  

We are preparing a 

church appeal in 

November, visiting 

catholic parishes to raise 

awareness of the work 

of JPC. Every year we go 

to different catholic 

parishes to talk about 

the work of JPC and how 

JPC helps out the deaf 

community. We would 

love to ask for 

volunteers to give their 

time for a couple of 

hours to help JPC in 

raising awareness. An 

interpreter will be 

provided for deaf 

volunteers who are 

interested.  

JPC recently welcomed 

Melissa Smith to the 

team early this year in 

March. Melissa is 

appointed as 

Communications Co-

ordinator. Her primary 

role will be updating the 

JPC website, newsletters 

and social media 

including Facebook. 

Melissa may be familiar 

to some of you – her 

parents are Stephen and 

Nola Lawlor from 

Sydney.  Please give her 

a warm welcome.  

I also would like to 

extend a warm welcome 

to these new board 

members Brian Tooth 

and Sonya Tissera-Issacs 

to JPC board. Tannia 

Robertson recently 

resigned due to family 

commitments. On behalf 

of JPC Board and staff, 

thank you Tannia for 

your time and 

commitment.  

Keep warm,   

Rachel . 

Reaching out   
 

This year, we are excited to be working on a pilot project called 

“ICONNECT”. This project is focusing on contacting remote and 

isolated deaf people via video conferencing. 

With the help of a community grant from the John Wallis 

Foundation, we were able to set up this project and we 

are putting it to use by training our 

pastoral workers in video conferencing. 

They will be able to talk “face to face” more often to people in 

our community who are isolated. They can communicate in an 

instant, if need be, and the quality time is now dedicated to the 

client and not to the driving to the client. (For those who are 

far away, this is invaluable!) As mentioned, it is a trial and we 

hope to bring you more positive results on this project in a few months.   
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From the 
Chaplain’s 
Desk 
Fr John Hill CSSR 
 
 
 
 

 

(continued from Front Page) 
 
We have been having this procession 
each Ephpheta Sunday for more than 
ten years. I was beginning to think we 
should do something different this 
year, but after hearing about the New 
Zealand scene I have changed my 
mind.  
The New Zealand story has made me 
realise again how important it is to 
remember  and celebrate Deaf 
history, culture and language. We 
need to remember Deaf history, both 
the good things and the bad. 

 
 

 

REMEMBERING THE PAST 

HELPS US GET THINGS 

RIGHT FOR THE FUTURE.  
 

We need to celebrate Deaf language 
and culture, as we remember that 
there was a time when Deaf culture  
and language were in danger of being 
wiped out.  
 
Ephpheta Sunday is JPC’s day to 
celebrate Deaf. I hope you can join us 
on August 16! 
 
P.S. It’s good to see how things have 
changed. In New Zealand now, the 
government has made NZSL (New 
Zealand Sign Language), along with 
English and Maori, an official language 
of the country. 

John Hill CSSR 

Chaplain 

 
 

Christmas Rally—volunteers needed  
Are you looking for a fun project to keep your mind active 
between now and end of year? Do you want something to 
look forward to for Christmas time? Do you know anyone 
who is passionate about the deaf community and who 
loves to help? Well, please contact us!  

We are looking for volunteers to help on 
the Christmas Rally committee. 

The committee will be responsible for all 
event items like arranging theme, 
ordering catering, sourcing items for 
raffle / auction / fundraising and more. It 
will keep us busy! 

The team will meet twice a month starting 
from AUG 2015. 

The Christmas Rally is one of the most important dates on 
the social calendar for a lot of the JPC family—so we want 
to deliver the best end-of-year party we can.  

Please contact us if you would like to be involved AND if 
you have any ideas for the event, please tell us!  

 
 

Ephpheta Appeal—volunteers needed 
to attend hearing masses in NOV. 
As you may know, JPC is not funded by  the government  
and we rely heavily on donations from the Melbourne 
community.  

Furthermore, we understand that some people in Victoria 
may not even know about us and what we can offer. 

So,  we will continue to visit other parishes as part of our 
Ephpheta fundraising appeal. 

If you are passionate about the deaf community and you 
appreciate how important the John Pierce Centre is—then 
we need YOU! 

Together with some JPC staff and interpreters, we will visit 
some parishes and spread the awareness about our 
centre. 

Please contact us for more information or to put your 
name down as a volunteer for half a day. 

 

Contact: admin@jpc.org.au 

Do you have a party or morning tea coming up? Well, contact us and buy some Krispy Kreme donut 

packs—for a limited time only. This is a new fundraising initiative and the profits will go straight to 

helping JPC pay towards tailored activities for families and children.    

Contact Mariana Voggenreiter for more info. Email: mariana@jpc.org.au 

Ephpheta Sunday 
Mass and Lunch 

 

When: Sunday 16th August  

Where: JPC Community Centre 

Time: 11:00am 

Join us for lunch after Mass: 

Where: Prahran Hotel (High St) 

Time: 12:30pm 

(Pay your own lunch and drinks) 
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Directors Award 2015 
Did you know that JPC is guided by a board of directors? 

They are volunteers and they come from a variety of 
backgrounds and they share their business expertise with 
Rachel and the team in the running of the centre. 

Each year, a decision is made to recognize someone who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the centre and 
we are happy to announce that John Davies was the 
recipient of the award at the board meeting in April 2015. 

Here, Margaret  Urquhart congratulates John. (Thanks 

goes to Margaret for allowing us to use her speech from 

the presentation at the board of directors meeting in April 

2015) 

“John has been a very generous contributor to John Pierce 
Centre and the Deaf Community, in many ways. He is still 

a “behind the scenes” 
contributor in so many ways. 

He is married to Marianne 
and they have two sons; one 
living in Melbourne and one 
in Sydney. John is also a 
capable babysitter of his 
grand children. 

He was appointed to the 
Board of Directors of JPC on 
10th March, 1998. 

John’s expertise is in finance 
and this has been a most valuable asset to the running of 
the Centre and helping keep it afloat. He has served on 
finance sub-committees over the years and always seems 
to know the right people  from whom to obtain donations. 

Importantly, John was one of those who liaised with the 
Archdiocese during the time of refurbishing the de-
commissioned church of St Francis Xavier (Prahran) and  

 

then negotiating the lease, when we moved from the next 
door school building to the present building. He also took 
on the role of mentoring newly elected directors and was 
a great help to one of the current 
directors.  

For many years, John was a 
speaker at the annual deaf appeal 
in parish churches, in November 
and always spoke at more than 
one Mass on the day (sometimes 
up to 4 Masses) . 

John is one of three 
administrators of the Ephpheta 
Foundation which is a private Foundation  set up to 
support John Pierce Centre and to support other small 
organizations doing good work. His son Mark is one of the 
other two administrators. The Foundation is committed to 
supporting John Pierce Centre. 

The Annual Thankyou Party hosted by JPC  usually has the 
help of young people from the Lord Somers’s  organization 
and these people are invited by John to help with the 
serving of food and refreshments 

John retired from the Board in 2010  but still helps in 
whatever ways possible and is always willing to give 
advice when asked. 

Since then, John has studied Clinical Pastoral Education at 
Peter MacCallum hospital and now works as a Pastoral 
Carer in Palliative Care at Cabrini, Prahran. 

The Board of Directors believe that John is the most 
worthy recipient of the Directors’ Award for 2015  and we 
wish you well with your “new” work in the community. 

Thankyou, John”   

Staff Profile:  

Father John 
 

Favourite colour? Red 

AFL team? Fremantle 

Favourite holiday 
place? Perth  

Ideal dinner guests? 
Anyone who will eat my 
cooking 

Favourite meal? Stir Fry 

Coffee or Tea? Both, but no instant coffee 

Favourite TV show? None 

Favourite part about working at JPC: The people I 
work with and meet    

JPC Hall for hire 
Did you know that you may hire the JPC hall for a small fee, for 
your workshop, seminar or events? 

Recently we leased our hall to Blind Citizens Australia (BCA) for 
their weekend conference.  

“Thank you so much for all of your assistance with the hosting of 
our Leaders’ Summit at the John Pierce Centre.  We had 33 par-
ticipants for the event over the weekend and several external 
presenters and volunteers.  All were most impressed with the 
facilities and with the arrangements we had been able to make 
with you for use of the premises”, Said John Simpson, Director 
of BCA.  

We are proud of our centre  - we are not only welcoming,  

but accessible and suitable for a variety of events. 

If you have any enquiries please contact us: 

Christine Elder / admin@jpc.org.au 
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Share your time  
(Author Unknown) 
 

A man came home from work 
late again, tired and irritated, 

to find his 5 year old son 
waiting for him at the door.  

'Daddy, may I ask you a 
question?' 

'Yeah, sure, what is it?' replied the man.  
 

'Daddy, how much money do you make an hour?' 

'That's none of your business! What makes you ask such a 
thing?' the man said angrily.  

 
'I just want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make 
an hour?' pleaded the little boy. 'If you must know, I make 

$20.00 an hour.' 

'Oh,' the little boy replied, head bowed. Looking up, he said, 
'Daddy, may I borrow $10.00 please?' 

 
The father was furious. 'If the only reason you wanted to 
know how much money I make is just so you can borrow 
some to buy a silly toy or some other nonsense, then you 
march yourself straight to your room and go to bed. Think 
about why you're being so selfish. I work long, hard hours 

everyday and don't have time for such childish games.' 

The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door.  
 

The man sat down and started to get even madder about 
the little boy's questioning. How dare him ask such 

questions only to get some money.  
 

After an hour or so, the man had calmed down, and started 
to think he may have been a little hard on his son. Maybe 

there was something he really needed to buy with that 
$10.00, and he really didn't ask for money very often.  

 
The man went to the door of the little boy's room and 

opened the door. 

'Are you asleep son?' he asked. 

'No daddy, I'm awake,' replied the boy.  
 

'I've been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you earlier,' 
said the man. 

'It's been a long day and I took my aggravation out on you. 
Here's that $10.00 you asked for.' 

 
The little boy sat straight up, beaming. 'Oh, thank you 
daddy!' he yelled. Then, reaching under his pillow, he 

pulled out some more crumpled up bills. 

The man, seeing that the boy already had money, started to 
get angry again.  

The little boy slowly counted out his money, then looked up 
at the man.  

 
'Why did you want more money if you already had some?' 

the father grumbled. 

'Because I didn't have enough, but now I do,' the little boy 
replied.  

 
'Daddy, I have $20.00 now. Can I buy an hour of your time?' 

 

 

 
 

 

Reasons Why I Love Winter 
 

Crisp, cold air 

A gazillion twinkling stars 

A fire in the woodstove 

Large, swirling snowflakes 

Time to create 

And read Jane Austen novels 
(again) 

Fresh baked cookies 

My favourite fuzzy sweater 

Candlelight 

And the quiet beauty 
 

(A Tiny Cottage In The Woods) 

“It is when 
you give of 

yourself, 
that you 

truly give” 

 
Kahlil Gibran 
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Deaf Art is a great experience as it helps you to 

learn a new skill and keep your brain active! 

 

JPC  - Donations & fundraising  

Do you have any good quality items that you would like to 

donate for Xmas Raffle? 

Do you have any links with companies that may help 

donate items for raffles throughout the year? 

We appreciate any contacts you can share with us as we 

aim to prepare the best quality prizes we can for our 

community to enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to contribute— please contact  

admin@jpc.org.au 

Waratah Reunion—Sydney 

As you may already know it has been 140 years since Sr M 

Gabriel Hogan O.P. arrived in Australia from Ireland to begin 

Catholic Education for the Deaf, and the Waratah community 

are having celebrations to commemorate this. 

Dates: 21st—23rd August 

If you would like to know more about these events in 

SYDNEY—please contact the Waratah Reunion Committee: 

deafwaratah1875@gmail.com 

Portsea Reunion and Photo Book—

planned for 2018! 

Ex students from Portsea are planning a special celebration for 

the 70 years of Portsea education for Deaf. 

They would love to hear your stories and share your photos.  

If you would like to contribute— please contact  

Rachel Miers at: manager@jpc.org.au 

 

 

Did you see the work of some of our 

artists recently on our  

Facebook page?  

Recently, Deaf Art had 

Karen from Print Side Up to 

teach Lino Art. The class 

had learnt a lot in just two 

classes. Also, our members are so proud that they will 

hold an exhibition to show off some of their pieces.   

Upcoming Friday Dates: (term 3 & term 4) 

7th AUG— Floral Craft (Leoni) $10.00 ea 

14th AUG— Card Making (Dawn) $10.00 ea 

21st AUG— Tour Firestation Print Studio (Armadale)  

28th AUG— Deaf Art  (work on your own art piece) 

4th SEPT— Floral Craft (Leoni) $10.00 each  

11th SEPT— Deaf Art (work on your own art piece) 

18th SEPT— Outing (Location TBA—please see Website/Facebook) 

9th OCT— Deaf Art (work on your own art piece) 

16th OCT— Deaf Art (work on your own art piece) 

23rd OCT— Jewellery Making (Tamara) $20.00 ea  

30th OCT— Deaf Art  (work on your own art piece) 

6th NOV— Deaf Art  (work on your own art piece) 

13th NOV— Floral Craft (Leoni) $10.00 each  

20th NOV— Deaf Art  (work on your own art piece) 

27th NOV— Art Exhibition  

4th DEC— Floral Craft (Leoni) $10.00 each 

11th DEC— Outing (Christmas Lunch, Location TBA, Own cost) 

 

Save the date! Join us for a Wine & Cheese Night. 

When: Friday, 27th NOVEMBER.  

Where: At JPC Community Centre 

Time: 5pm to 8pm  

Cost: Price to be confirmed  

Artists will display their work and you may be able to pur-
chase a piece to  take home! More information will be 
provided over the coming months. 

Contact: Katrina Mynard 

Mobile SMS: 0400 660 601  

Email: k.mynard@jpc.org.au 
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By Josephine Hynes 
The year is going by very fast 

and we are watching our 

Signee Tots kids growing! We 

have seen some new faces, 

but we continue to extend our 

invitation to anyone who has 

a deaf family member or 

friend, or anyone who wants to learn sign language to come 

and share in our Signee Tots days. 

 

 

School Holiday Activities 
* Fairy Park 
 

On Tuesday 22nd September we will be going on an outing 

to Fairy Park in Anakie. The whole family can come! Please 

contact us if you would like to join us so we can book an 

under cover shaded spot for us at Fairy Park.  

Costs: 

-Children under the age of 3 are FREE 

-Children aged from 3 to 13 years: $8.00 

-Adult price (14 years+): $16.00 

Address: 2388 Ballan Road , Anakie 3221 Vic 

Time: TBA (more information will be available closer to the 

date) 

* Trip to Melbourne Zoo 
 

On Tuesday 29th September we 

will be going to the Zoo.  The 

whole family can come on this 

day too...and kids are free in 

school holidays! 

Are you interested? Please 

contact us and we can arrange 

more details closer to the day. 

Adult: $30.80 

Child (0-3yrs): FREE  /   Child (4-15 yrs.): FREE  

Concession: $23.60  /      Senior:$27.70 

 

CODA??  
 
Have you got kids aged between 12—
17years? Do they want to meet other CODAs 
or who would like to have a day out 
together? 
We don’t want to forget about our youth and 
we encourage them to reach out to our 
community. 
Would they like a trip somewhere, or a picnic 
or a movie night? 
Is there a need for a CODA activity or not?  
Please share your thoughts with Josephine. 

Upcoming Dates: 

4th August: Fun Music  

18th August: Mad hatter creations 

1st September: Father’s Day crafts 

15th September: All about animals  

22nd September (school holidays): Fairy Park  

29th September (school holidays): Trip to the ZOO 

13th October: Spring crafts 

27th October: Kids cooking club 

10th November:  Dress Up day 

24th November: Craft activities  

8th December: Christmas Party/Crafts 

For any of these activities— 
 

Contact: Josephine Hynes 

Email: j.hynes@jpc.org.au 
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Ladies Day Out 
 

Ladies Day Out continues to be popular amongst the 
ladies every month. It is great to see all the ladies catching 
up with friends and enjoying their day when we go out. 

 

The dates have been made for Wednesdays each month:  

* 19th August  - Peninsula Spa  

 

 

 

* 16th September— to be confirmed 

* 21st October— to be confirmed 

* Second Week of November  - 
Horse Races – time, date and 
place to be confirmed.  

(All Ladies, Men and Families are 
welcome) 

 

 

* 16th December— Christmas Lunch (location TBC) 

_______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Deaf Men’s Group  
 

Deaf Men’s Group is run on a Monday, each fortnight 
from 10am to 2pm. Most of the men come to the JPC Hall 
and have fun catching up with their friends.  

Come and join us—It’s an open house! 

Some activities are : PLAYING CHESS, CARDS, 
BACKGAMMON, CHATTING AND READING THE PAPER. 

Coffee and Tea are provided, but please Bring Your Own 
Lunch. 

 

Upcoming Dates (Mondays) are: 

August—10th and 24th 

September— 7th and 21st  

October— 5th and 19th  

November— 16th and 30th   

(2nd /3rd Nov - JPC office closed)  

December—14th  

 

Pankina  
By Cheryl Clarke– Secretary 
 
Pankina is a popular, successful social group for people 

over the age of 50 years. Deaf enjoy playing Bingo Crazy 

Whist and 777s.  

All are welcome to come and chat with friends! 

Upcoming Dates (Mondays) are: 

Aug 3rd— Bingo. 

Aug 17th— Day Outing to Melbourne Star Wheel. 

Aug 31st— Bingo 

Sept 14th— Crazy Whist. 

Sept 28th— Bingo 

Oct 12th— Day Outing to Werribee Zoo. 

Oct 26th— Bingo 

Nov 9th— Crazy Whist 

Nov 23rd— Bingo and Christmas Raffles 

Dec 7th— Christmas lunch (details TBA) 

For more information on any of these  

community activities… 

Contact : Katrina Mynard 

Mobile SMS: 0400 660 601 

Email: k.mynard@jpc.org.au 
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Calendar for Signed Masses 
 

First Sunday Mass every month 

at John Pierce Centre  

Second Sunday Interpreted 

Mass at St. Francis Church, 

Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.                                                

Third Sunday Mass every month 

at John Pierce Centre except 

December (second Sunday). 

50th Wedding 
Anniversary  
On 15th May, Des and Lynette 

Townsend were happy to tell 

us of their news. They have 

been married 50 years this 

year! 

They were married on a cold 

day in Jolimont Chapel and had a wonderful day. 

They say the tip to a good 

marriage is good 

communication. 

Congratulations! 

 

60th Wedding 
Anniversary  
On 24th September 1955, Myra 

and Stan Batson were married 

in Geelong. 

Myra was from England and did 

not have any family here, so for 

their 50th anniversary, she and 

Stan went to England to celebrate! 

This year, they will celebrate their 

love and friendship together with 

their children and  

grandchildren. 

Congratulations! 

Rest in Peace 
 

Karen McQuigg—6th April 2015  

Barry Young— 23rd March 2015  

     (Father of Andrew and Anthony)  

 

 

2nd August 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (18th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

9th August 
City, St. Francis 1.30pm (19th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

16th August 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (Ephpheta 
Sunday) 

6th Sept 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (23rd Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

13th Sept 
City, St. Francis 1.30pm (24th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

20th Sept 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (25th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

4th October 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (27th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

11th October 
City, St. Francis 1.30pm (28th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

18th October 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (29th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time) 

1st November 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (All Saints 
Day) 

8th November 
City, St. Francis 1.30pm (32nd Sun-
day in Ordinary Time) 

15th November 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (Memorial 
Mass) 

6th December 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (2nd Sunday of 
Advent) 

13th December 
Prahran, JPC 11.00am (3rd Sunday of 
Advent - Christmas Rally) 

24th December 
Prahran, JPC 3.00pm 

Christmas Eve 
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Visit to New Zealand—Sharing our Catholic Faith 
by Gail Finn 
I attended a retreat in New Zealand in May (with other NSW, ACT, QLD and NZ Deaf). We were welcomed by the 
Catholic Deaf Maori who led Powhiri and Karakia with prayers , and hugging/rubbing noses with them. 
It was a great experience and I was so grateful to have three Auslan interpreters  there and they worked professionally 
with other three New Zealand interpreters. I enjoyed seeing different signs.  
I sensed a Deaf friendly place there where we all shared our Catholic faith and we 
explored more about sacraments and liturgy together.  

What I enjoyed or learned most from the workshops and  lectures were:  
1. Sacraments – Sr. Sian Owen RSJ. Sr. Sian demonstrated so well of what 
sacraments mean in our lives.  
2. Seasons for Growth – Delia Ruane. Everyone has different personal grieving 
process.  
3. Liturgical calendar – Phillip Hadley. Phillip explained more details of how the Catholic Church set up the liturgical 
calendar from the Northern Hemisphere so we follow its calendar such as Christmas falls in wintertime, Easter falls in 
springtime, so on. Also explaining the colours and gospels for Year A, Year B, and Year C.  
4. Exploring Liturgy – Louise Campbell. Louise certainly challenged us by involving group activities. I learned a great deal 
from her. 
I am looking forward to using the information I’ve learnt in our own presentations for religious education. It will be 
beneficial to the Emmaus Group and to those who attend Masses at the John Pierce Centre. 
 

 

Emmaus Liturgy Group 
by Gail Finn 
 

In the Emmaus group we reflect and discuss 
the Gospel and its meaning to us. Join us, and 
with the help of Fr. John Hill, you too, can 
develop your faith. 
The group meets once a month on Tuesdays from 10:30 to 12:00 at John 
Pierce Centre. In addition to our discussions, we prepare for the third 
Sunday Mass as well as other services like Christmas.  

  
 

Special event 
One Day Retreat 

Led by Sister Janette Murphy 
RSJ 

 
When: Sat 17th Oct 2015 

Where:  JPC,  High St, Prahran 
Time: 10am—3pm 

 

LIMIT OF 20 PEOPLE 

 
Bring your own lunch 

 
If you are interested, please 

contact Gail Finn ASAP. 
 

For any of these activities— 

 
Contact:  Gail Finn 
 

Email: g.finn@jpc.org.au 

SMS: 0402 446 950 
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Pasta—Ingredients: 

300g plain flour  

1 teaspoon salt  

3 large free-range eggs, at room 

temperature 

Method: 

Sift flour and salt into a large bowl. 

Make a well in the middle of the flour 

and add the eggs. Using a fork, whisk 

the flour and the eggs together until it 

is well combined.  

Once the dry and wet ingredients have 

combined together to form a soft 

dough kneed until smooth and elastic 

in texture. Kneed the dough for a 

minimum of 10 minutes.  

Wrap in plastic cling wrap and            

refrigerate  for 30 minutes.  

Remove from refrigerator and let it 

return to room temperature. Divide the 

pasta into four portions. 

Set your pasta machine’s setting to its 

widest point and run one ball through 

several times, each time folding the top 

and the bottom of the dough to the 

middle. Now feed the pasta dough 

through the machine at the next lowest 

setting, continue to feed the pasta 

through the machine, each time 

changing the setting to a lower number 

until you reach your desired thickness.  

Once you have reached your desired 

thickness (usually a 7 or 8 number 

setting), change the head to the cutting 

roller and feed your sheets through. 

Sprinkle with a little flower and pile 

your fresh spaghetti loosely on baking 

paper until you are ready to cook. 

Pizza Dough—Ingredients: 

4 teaspoons dried yeast  

270ml lukewarm water  

500g plain flour  

1 teaspoon salt  

Olive oil to grease  

1/2 teaspoon sugar 

Method: 

Combine yeast water and sugar in a 

bowl and lightly whisk with a fork. Rest 

the bowl in a warm place for 15 

minutes, a good place is on top of the 

stove with the oven on and the door 

open.  

Mix the flour and salt together in a 

large bowl, make a well in the centre of 

the flour mixture.  

Pour the water and yeast mixture into 

the centre of the well, using a spoon 

slowly add the flour to the water bit by 

bit until all is combined.  

Once the dough is well combined and 

comes away from the bowl transfer to 

a clean work bench that has been 

dusted with flour. Kneed on the surface 

for approximately 8 minuets until 

smooth and elastic in texture.  

Place dough into a clean bowl that has 

been lightly greased with olive oil, 

cover with a damp tea towel and leave 

in a warm place for 30 minuets or until 

it has risen to twice its size.  

Divide your dough into 4 parts and roll 

them into individual balls, cover again 

with a wet cloth and leave for 30  

minutes for the dough to rise a second 

time. Using a rolling pin roll out your 

dough into a circle approximately 1cm 

thick.  

Sprinkle some semolina onto a wooden 

paddle and lay down your dough - now 

you are ready to assemble your pizza. 

 

You can watch  

videos of some  

recipes!  

 www.auslancookingclasses.com  

or search them on Facebook. 

Upcoming classes: 

Italian master class— 

Sat , Aug 15th, 10am—2.30pm 

Party and entertaining— 

Sun, Sept 15th, 12pm-4pm 

Christmas Feast- 

Sat, Nov 14th, 11am—3.30pm 

Want to keep in touch 
with JPC? 
You can always find more 
information about JPC and 
the wider Melbourne deaf 
community and events on: 
 

 our Facebook 
page 

 
 
 

 

 our 
website 

 
 

 
 
 
And, if you would like to 
share some news with the 
community, please contact 
us. 
We may be able to add it to 
the December issue of our  
Newsletter! 
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                        Thank You “The Good Guys”!  
 

For 5 years now, John Pierce Centre has been a very fortunate Community Partner 

of The Good Guys Chadstone. 

Mr Travice De Silva the proprietor of the store, chose to support the Family 

Support Services provided by the Centre and especially to Deaf families in the 

wider community. The Signee Tots Program continues to be eventful and fun—and this is 

all thanks to the support of Travice and his generous donations. 

The Good Guys Stores are a chain of Independent Electrical and White-goods stores 

spread throughout Australia that support local Communities by donating a portion of all 

sales to their Community Partners. 

Visit the store: Chadstone Lifestyle Precinct at 675 - 685 Warrigal Road in Chadstone. 

Keep an eye out for the JPC display on the community board and you can be sure that 

the staff of the Good Guys will give you special and attentive service. 

 

 


