
John Pierce Centre      

 

 
 

John Pierce Centre 

 

Spirit of the  

Deaf Community  

Newsletter 

December 2012  
 

Wishing you the joy and peace of 

Christmas and a Happy New Year from 

John Pierce Centre Board and Staff  



 

 

John Pierce Centre    2 

 

 

 

JOHN PIERCE CENTRE 
SPIRIT OF THE DEAF COMMUNITY  

 

A.B.N.    55 005 611 601 

 

25-35 High Street  

PO Box 443 

Prahran  Victoria   3181 

 

TTY:   03 9525 1337 

Voice:  03 9525 1158 

Fax:   03 9525 1191 

E-mail: admin@jpc.org.au 

Website:  www.jpc.org.au 

 

Office Hours 

Monday to Friday  

9:30am - 4:00pm 

 

Staff 

 Chris4ne Elder 

 Gail Finn 

 Jules Hayes 

John Hill cssr 

Josephine Hynes  

Katrina Mynard 

Gabrielle Noonan 

 

Execu�ve Manager 

Rachel Miers  

 

Board Members 

Kathleen Carroll  

John Davies 

Patrick Gallagher 

Jane Henty  

Theresa Mills  

Peter Myers 

Catherine Perry 

Peter Thorne  

Margaret Urquhart 

Kevin Ziebell 

 

Next Newsle	er Deadline 

                8th March 2013  

Hello  

It has been a busy 4me 

since our last newsle@er. 

The community ac4vi4es 

con4nues to be going well 

and people tell me that 

they love coming to JPC to 

catch up with their friends 

& have fun.  

Also the staff here have 

been kept busy with Fr 

Cyril's visit to Melbourne, 

Ephpheta Sunday Mass,  

and have travelled to 

Na4onal Catholic Deaf 

Pastoral Workers 

Conference in Sydney. It 

was a great conference for 

all staff who a@ended and 

the venue (Mary McKillop 

Place in North Sydney) 

was just lovely.  

We have a new display   

banner which is displayed 

in the community hall.       

I  hope you like the banner 

as our staff love it. We 

have a new display case to 

present the history of JPC.  

It was put together by 

Margaret Urquhart and 

Celia Compton. We have 

printed alphabet cards in 

Auslan. It is a great way to 

learn how to finger spell 

the alphabet, or pass 

them on to your friends. 

Also don't forget to take a 

look at the JPC website. 

We have now Auslan clips 

where you can click on.  I 

was nervous doing my 

filming for the Auslan clip 

and the staff look great - 

don't they?     

I just would like to 

men4on a big thank you 

to all volunteers who have 

assisted JPC throughout 

2012. Your assistance at 

JPC is so valuable.  

Christmas is just around 

the corner. I do hope that 

you will take the 4me out 

to reflect on what we 

cherish and on the most 

important things in life 

especially family and 

friends. And for us to think 

of  the families who may 

be going through hard 

4mes.  

Christmas is a special 4me 

when families and friends 

get together, share good 

4mes and support each 

other. 

On behalf of JPC Board 

and Staff, we wish you a 

safe and happy  Christmas 

and a peaceful new year.  

We look forward to 

catching up with you  

Rachel  

 
 

From the  

Execu�ve Manager’s Desk 
Rachel Miers  

JPC Christmas Rally   
 

Date: 9th December  

Mass: 11.00am   Lunch: 12.30pm –Spit 

Roast 

Santa: 2.30pm 

Cost:  

$25 per person,     $45 per family with 

children under 15. 

Where: JPC Hall, 25-35 High St, Prahran,  

Children’s Ac4vi4es throughout the day. 

Parents: Please remember to bring a present, 

with your child's name for when Santa comes!   



John Pierce Centre    3 

 

 

From the 

Chaplain’s 

Desk  
Fr John Hill CSSR  

 

CHRISTMAS — AGAIN! 

 
So, Christmas is coming around again. 

It’s 4me for me to write something for 

JPC’s Christmas newsle@er. I’m 

running late and skipping lunch 

because Rachel (our JPC manager) is 

coming aPer me and asking me where 

is my piece for the Christmas 

newsle@er. As I start wri4ng, I wonder 

what to say this year. APer all, we 

celebrate Christmas every year, and 

every year I try to write something 

different. But how many 4mes can I 

say  anything really new and different 

about Christmas? 

 

So, where do I start? The first thing 

that comes to me is that Christmas is a 

funny 4me. There is all the adver4sing 

in the media. We see lots of happy 

faces. People geQng lots of wonderful 

(and expensive) presents. At the same 

4me, Christmas can be a sad and 

lonely 4me for some people. Maybe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

there’s been a death or divorce in the 

family, or just a falling out. Mum or 

Dad or a brother or sister — or even 

worse, a child — won’t be there this 

Christmas. Some people will spend 

Christmas far away from home and 

family, and will feel lonely. Others 

might be living close by family, but will 

s4ll spend Christmas alone because 

people in the family aren’t talking to 

one another. 

 

Or is the 4me aPer Christmas the real 

problem? The statement for the credit 

card has arrived, and this is heart-

break 4me for some people. They 

wanted to give their loved ones really 

good Christmas presents so much that 

they have blown their credit card limit. 

And now where is the money to fix 

that? 

 

I also wonder what Christmas means 

to people who do not believe in God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it a family 4me that makes 

Christmas special? Is it the chance to  

give giPs to friends and loved ones? Or 

is there something magic and 

a@rac4ve about the baby born in the 

manger? 

 

For me, I can’t get away from the baby 

in the manger. And not just the baby, 

but the connec4on between God and 

the baby. The miracle of Christmas is 

that God became part of our world, 

and was human like us. It means that 

God is part of all we do. God came into 

the world through Jesus, and his love 

and spirit are with us in everything we 

do. God is not far away from us, but is 

with us and in our hearts. 

 

And as I finish wri4ng this, I realise that 

I wrote the same things about Jesus 

and God last Christmas. 
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Rural Outreach& Community Access  
By Gabe Noonan  

Hello again, I hope you have all been keeping warm these 

last few months, the weather has been crazy. All the ladies 

will be worried about their frocks and shoes for the Spring 

Carnival. Did you back a winner?  

Looking back on my last report, I realise that some of my 

work is the same and yet there is always 

something new coming up. In August, I was 

out on the road again, visi4ng Gippsland and 

some parts of Western Victoria. These trips 

were to visit isolated deaf people, catch up 

on their stories and offer any support we 

could.  

It was not only rural visi4ng, but more and 

more there is a need for suppor4ng people 

in their suburban communi4es as well. 

Either with local services, shopping or medical appointment 

support.  

Life in the office at JPC is always busy, with our community 

groups here enjoying their ac4vi4es. It oPen happens that 

our deaf members will bring any paperwork that needs 

explaining, or maybe making a phone call for them. This can 

fast-track some simple problems some4mes.  

I was lucky enough to have a weeks holiday in September, 

and then joined some other JPC staff in Sydney for the Deaf 

Conference for Pastoral Care. It was a fantas4c opportunity 

for me to meet other people from all over Australia & New 

Zealand, who are working in the same area. We shared 

stories, discussed problems and solu4ons and set up good 

networks for the future. I am very grateful to have been  

 

 

given this opportunity, and I hope JPC can con4nue to 

network and support all pastoral care workers both here & 

around Australia.  

October too was a busy month. We were required to support 

some of our deaf members in their personal struggles. We 

are very lucky to have a strong “team” here and 

all staff pitch in when needed. My 4me 

interpre4ng mee4ngs / appointments and 

providing access to services has increased, but 

again, it can make life a lot easier for many. It is 

very rewarding when people smile more and 

struggle less.  

As the year comes to a close, I am preparing for 

the filming of Mass For You At Home (MFYAH). 

This will be filmed in January 2013, and I will be 

organising the interpreters/rosters etc for those Masses. I 

will definitely be in Gippsland Nov& Dec, catching up with 

my ‘regulars’ and enjoying the countryside.  

The office is busy geQng things organised before Christmas, 

and of course the Ephpheta Appeal. I visited two Parishes 

over two weekends, Clayton and Greensborough. I am 

always amazed and grateful at how generous people are 

with this Appeal, even when they are struggling.  

Un4l next 4me, enjoy your family & friends. Merry Christmas 

to you all…..Gabe                                           

 

    JPC Office Christmas Break  
 

 

Please note that the John Pierce Centre offices will be closed for the Christmas break from  

           Thursday 20th December 2012 and will re-open on Tuesday 15th January 2013.  

On behalf of all of us here at JPC, we would like to wish you a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and                                     
a HAPPY & SAFE NEW YEAR. We look forward to seeing you all in 2013.   

 

 Note that the Pastoral Worker will not be available in January 2013.  

 If you wish to contact JPC staff during January 2013  

 Katrina Mynard  sms 0400 660 601 (Deaf)                 

 Gabe Noonan sms 0418 394 600 (Hearing)  
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St Francis Xavier   
By Gail Finn   

Who is St. Francis Xavier?  

 

This ques4on prompts me to 

search more about him because 

you may remember our building, 

John Pierce Centre used to be St 

Francis Xavier Church (before it 

was decommissioned in 2007).  

 

I recently spent a weekend in 

Adelaide to celebrate the South 

Australian Catholic Deaf 

Associa4on’s 50
th
 Jubilee. My good friend, Sister Majella 

O’Sullivan took me to St Francis Xavier Cathedral in Adelaide 

and men4oned to me that there was a relic of St Francis 

Xavier’s right arm in that church. It is 500 years old! Indeed, I 

did not believe her at first! 

 

This year, the relic of St Francis Xavier’s right arm was 

brought down to Australia from Rome for the first 4me. 

Unfortunately, it was already moved to the diocese of Port 

Pirie in South Australia. Also we missed it in Victoria last 

October. It will con4nue its journey to Western Australia, 

Queensland and New South Wales.  

 

St Francis Xavier was born in Navarre in Spain in 1506. In a 

short 46 years of life, he had a big impact on the world. He 

studied in the University of Paris and there he met an older 

student named Inigo (St. Igna4us Loyola). Both were the first 

companions who formed the Society of Jesus - the Jesuit  

order.                                                                                                   

 

 

 

APer becoming a Jesuit priest and a missionary, he bravely 

travelled to India (mostly Goa), East Asia, Sri Lanka, the 

Phillipines, Malaysia and Japan even Indonesia to spread the 

Gospel.  

 

St Francis Xavier bap4zed tens of thousands into the faith. 

He worked so hard by preaching, visi4ng prisons, caring for 

the sick and dying. That was how he has inspired so many 

people. Eventually, he decided to go to China while travelling 

to Schanghuan Island only 14 kms 

to the mainland (China), he took 

sick and died with fever there on 

3rd December, 1552.  

 

The purpose of his relic (arm) 

came to Australia rela4ng to the 

Catholic Church’s theme “Year of 

Grace” for 2012. This relic reminds 

us of Christ’s rela4onship with us 

and involves a spirit of faith, hope 

and love. Therefore St Francis 

Xavier is a great example for us.  

 

Why do people venerate relics? 

We humans like to keep some 

physical connec4on to loved one 

who have died. We visit their 

graves or keep a lock of hair. 

Therefore relics are more visible 

to us. We honour relics so we can feel closeness to the 

person like St Francis Xavier’s arm.   

The priest pays his respect to 

St Francis Xavier’s right arm 

Two sisters and brother: Anne"e Phillips, 

Don Cresdee & Janet Dunning 

Patricia Andersson, Kathy Jackson & Maureen Brown 

SA Catholic Deaf Associa�on  
Photos - see story on page 6   

Sr. Majella O’Sullivan & Gail 
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SA Catholic Deaf Associa�on  
 

Gail a"ended the SA Catholic 

Deaf Associa1on 50 years 

celebra1on with Maureen Brown 

&  Patricia Andersson.  I hope you 

will enjoy reading this story.   

Extract from Sr. Majella 

O’Sullivan SSJ  

 

 

The Catholic Deaf Associa4on was founded in 1962 to give 

support to deaf and hearing impaired people and their 

families. The ministry began with deaf and hearing impaired 

families approaching the Archbishop of Adelaide asking that 

their and their children’s needs be met, and to have access 

to the life of the Church, as would a hearing Catholic Church 

community in any parish.  S4ll in 2012 this con4nues to be 

the aim of the Associa4on, providing access no ma@er what 

the func4on within the Church Life.  

 

On March 25th 1962, Archbishop Beovich of the Adelaide 

Archdiocese appointed Fr. John Chambers as Chaplain to the 

Catholic Deaf Community.  The Community would a@end a 

monthly Eucharist wherever a church was available.  During 

the 60s and 70s the Community celebrated the Eucharist at 

various loca4ons. In the late 70s a Centre was found in 

Cambridge Terrace, Malvern. The property belonged to the 

Parkside parish and had been used as a mass Centre.  

However, in the late 70s it was no longer used by Parkside 

parish and it was made available to the Catholic Deaf 

Associa4on. The Centre became the Community’s mee4ng 

place.  The Associa4on provided religious educa4on for deaf 

children and ongoing help to deaf youth and adults, and 

arranged social and religious func4ons for deaf people and 

their families. 

 

From the 60s the Sisters of Mercy and the Dominican Sisters 

were involved in ministering to the community. In the mid 

80s the Sisters of St Joseph became involved un4l this 

present day.  

 

The year 1966 saw the beginning of the Motor Mission to the 

Deaf.  Two Dominican Sisters visited seven or eight speech 

and hearing centres and schools for the deaf all over the 

metropolitan area each week in order to give religious 

educa4on to approximately 70 deaf and hearing impaired 

children. Classes were also held on Saturday mornings in the 

city to prepare children for the sacraments.  There was a 

youth group held on Friday nights with a variety of ac4vi4es, 

and a Mass in sign language followed by a mee4ng for the 

adult  

 

 

 

deaf people every month.  There was also a monthly mee4ng 

of the parents and friends which offered support and 

friendship, and which involved necessary fund-raising. 

 

The Associa4on, through interpre4ng and visits, assists those 

deaf parents who have hearing children in Catholic Schools.  

This allows the parents to have access to the life of the 

school community. Part-4me chaplains in the early days 

included Frs John Chambers, Dennis Edwards, Michael 

Trainor and Brendan Harne@. The present chaplains being 

Frs Kevin Taylor and Mario van Antwerpen celebrate the 

sacraments through the access of an Interpreter. 

 

The Community now a@ends Eucharist and social gatherings 

at St John the Bap4st Church and Hall at Plympton, every 

month on the first Sunday.  The community, both deaf and 

hearing fluctuates between 30 to 40 people and is open to 

all faiths and ages.  

 

At present the Associa4on is without a permanent base from 

which to operate. We are grateful to the Plympton Parish for 

their welcome and generous offer to use their facili4es for 

our monthly Eucharist and gathering. Yet there is s4ll a need 

to have an office area from which we can co-ordinate the 

ac4vi4es of the Associa4on and for the members of the 

Community to come and see the Pastoral Associate or one of 

the Chaplains.  

 

The future of the Associa4on is one that is based in our 

deeply held convic4on of the dignity of every human being.  

Our mission is to con4nue to provide opportuni4es for the 

Gospel message to be proclaimed in Sign Language and to 

assist families with Deaf or Hearing Impaired children to 

have access to the Sacraments and the Life of the Catholic 

Church. 

 

We give thanks to God for all the Blessings of the past 50 

years and for the people who have been part of our 

Associa4on both past and present. We gather to celebrate 

our life as a Faith Community and we seek God’s con4nued 

Blessings for the future.   

 

 

Don Cresdee signs his speech with his wife, Alex who          

interprets the Mass. Background: Fr. Chambers,                              

Emeritus Archbishop Faulkner and Fr. Kevin Taylor 
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Fr Cyril Axelrod  CSSR  

By Katrina Mynard  

I feel privileged having met Fr Cyril Axelrod, when Fr Cyril 

was here visi4ng JPC not long ago. He came down to 

Melbourne aPer spending three weeks in Sydney. Ephpheta 

Centre in Sydney organised for Fr Cyril to come to Australia 

and JPC looked aPer him for a week when he was here.  

 

I have heard a lot of him 

through people and many of 

them advised me to meet Fr 

Cyril Axelrod. Now I have 

finally met Fr Cyril in person 

and I found him to be a 

amazing person.   

 

For those who don't know Fr 

Cyril, he was born deaf in 

South Africa, to Jewish 

parents. He wasn't diagnosed 

with deafness 1ll he was 

three years old.  And for Usher Syndrome, at late thir1es. Fr 

Cyril then became a Catholic when he was a young man a9er 

his dreams of becoming a rabbi  were sha"ered. Fr Cyril 

worked 1relessly in South Africa, Macau, Hong Kong and 

many other countries .   

 

Many events were organised for the week when Fr Cyril was 

in Melbourne, including mee4ng Deaf Blind Community, 

giving a talk to the community, visit to St Mary's School, 

Retreat and leading the special Ephpheta Mass. Fr Cyril has 

cap4vated the congrega4on. Many people came to Mass and 

they were all in awe. They watched the whole Mass. It was 

amazing to see Fr Cyril do the Mass by himself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Cyril has wri@en a book “ And the journey begins” which is 

an interes4ng read. I encourage you to buy one.  JPC has a 

couple of books for sale - please see Gail if you are interested 

in purchasing one.    

 

Fr Cyril at Ephpheta Mass  

 

 

    

 

Cap4vated audience at 

Ephpheta Mass  
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Secrets of How to Be Happy for Busy 

Families   
By Rebecca Miller  

Secret  #1   Enjoy Each Other 

UpliP each other and treat each other with care, interest 

and love. Parents come home and the kids are happy to 

see them. When the kids come home parents are happy to 

see them. How do they know you are happy?  Smile, hug, 

kiss and welcome each other;  maybe 

one of these or all of them !  

Secret #2  Swap Stories 

When kids come home, ask them what 

happened in school and have a story 

for them. When you come home put 

your kids first, take the 4me to ask 

about their day and be ready to talk 

about something interes4ng from your 

day. If you walk in dejected/distracted 

and five minutes later watch T.V or are 

busy in the kitchen your kids will not 

look forward to seeing you each day 

and will start to choose friends over family. Take some 

4me to catch up and share your day.  

Secret #3   Break Bread Together 

Families that eat together, stay together. Family dinners 

are a 4me to connect and communicate. Try and aim for at 

least four family dinners each week. 

Secret # 4  Have Fun Together  

In happy families, family comes before friends.  Rules and 

boundaries are important but remember that kids need fun  

too. When kids get bored at home they will start looking  

 

 

 

 

for excitement out of the home and that is when they can 

get into trouble. Friendship is important but it should not 

be more important than family. 

Secret #5   Don’t Work Too Much 

All work and no play does worse things to a 

family than make it boring. If you are away all 

the 4me and do not have 4me for your kids 

they will begin to feel insecure and that they 

are not valuable enough for you to choose 

them over other commitments. If you really 

feel you have no choice about work, talk to 

your kids about this, be sensi4ve to how they 

might feel and be willing to plan “special 

family 4me” as oPen as possible.     

Secret #6          Never Fight in Front of the Kids  

While some figh4ng and bickering can be part 

of family life, try and keep it away from the children. If they 

do see you fight and argue, apologize and say “we are sorry 

you had to see that, Daddy and I had a disagreement but 

everything is OK now“. Tension in the home can cause 

children to worry long aPer you have calmed down and 

forgo@en the argument. If you feel you argue too much get 

some help from a counsellor.  

(revised from WebMD “15 Secrets of Happy Families“ 

Nov2012)  

Mars Bar Christmas Crackles  
By Melissa Hughes for Kidspot (Source: h"p://www.kidspot.com.au)  

Ingredients: 

200g Mars Bars, chopped  2 tbsp of pouring (thin) cream 

2 tsp cocoa powder, siPed  3 cups Rice Bubbles 

Canola spray    100g white chocolate 

24 red Smar4es or M&M’s   

 

Method:  

Spray a li@le canola spray into 2 x 12 cup mini muffin trays 

Melt the Mars Bars, cream and cocoa in a glass bowl over simmering water.  

The bowl should not touch water. S4r the mixture un4l smooth.  

Put the rice bubbles in a separate large bowl, pour in the chocolate mixture and s4r un4l well mixed.  

Spoon the mixture into the muffin tray and press down gently. Refrigerate for 2 hrs.   

Melt white chocolate in microwave and s4r at 30 seconds intervals.  

Turn the crackles upside down and put white chocolate on top. Finish with a red smar4e on top of each one.  
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Signee Tots  
By Josephine Hynes  

2012  

Dates:  November — December 2012   11am - 1pm  

Term 4 Program  

27th Nov  Christmas CraPs  

 (Decorate Xmas Tree) 

11th Dec  Christmas Tea Party   

 

2013 

Dates:  February — June 2013   11am - 1pm  

Term 1 & 2 Program  

19th Feb  Welcome Back Ac4vi4es 

5th Mar  Teddy Bear Picnic  

19th Mar Easter Bunny  

Break  

23rd Apr  Arts & CraPs  

7th May  Mothers Day  

21st May  Finger Pain4ng  

4th Jun Kids Cooking  

18th Jun Footy Theme Day  

 

CODA Ac�vi�es   
By Josephine Hynes  

Ideas for future Coda ac4vi4es that families and Coda 

children would be interested in a@ending are welcome.        

 

Bike Ride  

A bike ride day is a possibility for next year. It would be a 

great way to get families together for a catch up, to keep 

children ac4ve and to allow children to interact with one 

another. Come along and join the bike ride or meet us  at 

the last stop for a bbq lunch and catch up.  It will be in 

March next year. More informa4on to come later.   

* Flash News - Bike Ride on Sunday 3rd March *  
 

Summer Ideas  
Go to local markets  

 Go for a family drive  

 Face Pain4ng  

 Pack a picnic at a local park  

 Enjoy a walk with the family  

 Swim at the beach 

 Play a board game or game of cards 

with the family  

  

  

Ac�vity for Children  

Ribbon Christmas Tree Decora�on Xmas Tree 

Source: h"p://beafunmum.com   

 

Materials  

 

8—15 beads (large)  

30-40cm of ribbon (at least 1.5cm 

wide)  

Needle                                                                                             

Thread  

 

Instruc�ons  

 

• Cut a length of co@on and 

thread on a bead. Use a large 

bead for the base. Secure the 

bead, then thread the co@on 

through the bead a few 4mes and 

complete with a knot.  

 

• Start with about 6cm of ribbon 

and fold over. Push the needle up 

through the centre.  

 

• Add a bead  

 

• Fold the ribbon back, making it 

sit just a li@le in from the last 

layer. Thread the needle in the 

centre.  

 

• Repeat steps 3 to 5 un4l you 

have a Christmas Tree shape. 

Finish off with a bead at the top 

and secure it with a knot.   

 

CODA - Thankful Thought  

 
 

I’m so grateful my parents 
are deaf,  

so that I can play music  
as  

LOUD  
as  

I want.  

 



 

 

John Pierce Centre    10 

Pankina   
By Cheryl Clarke - Secretary  

Phillip Island and                     Phillip Island and                     Phillip Island and                     Phillip Island and                     

Wilsons Promontory Tour Wilsons Promontory Tour Wilsons Promontory Tour Wilsons Promontory Tour     

Recently Pankina organised a mini 

holiday to Phillip Island and Wilsons Promontory in 

October for two days with 13 deaf people and an 

interpreter.  

Group Photo with the mini bus  

We stopped at Moonlit Sanctuary and saw some 

Australian animals. We had lunch there. Then we all went 

to Churchill Island where we saw a very old homestead. 

We then had aPernoon tea.  

Then went onwards to Seal Rocks for dinner before 

heading to Penguin Parade that night. We saw cute 

penguins.  

We stayed at the Island Accommoda4on and slept on the 

bunkers!  The next morning we went to Wilsons 

Promontory and stopped at Lilly Pilly Gully. The driver 

Bhana cooked a delicious bbq for all of us. We drove along 

the countryside and saw the damage to the trees from the 

bushfires. We went to “Squeaky Beach” where the pure 

white sand was under our feet.  

We enjoyed ourselves with lots of laughs and luckily the 

weather was so good to us. Thanks to Josephine Hynes for 

coming along 

with us and 

ac4ng like an 

interpreter!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates: December 2012                                      

(Mondays 10.30am—3pm)   

3rd Dec  Bingo & Christmas Raffles 

10th Dec  Christmas Lunch at Roxburgh Park Hotel. 

 

Dates: January - June 2013                                       

(Mondays 10.30am—3pm)   

21st Jan  Welcome - Free Entry  

4th Feb  Bingo  

18th Feb  Crazy Whist  

4th Mar 777s 

18th Mar Bingo  

1st Apr  Bingo & Easter Raffles  

15th Apr  Crazy Whist  

29th Apr Pankina 21st Anniversary Celebra4ons  

13th May  777s  

27th May  Pankina AGM  

10th Jun  Bingo  

Everyone is always welcome.                                                 

Admission $5.00         Bingo $3 a book                                            

Crazy whist and 777s $2 a play.                                                  

Bring your own lunch. Tea and Coffee is provided. 

 

                                  Group photo on the beach  

 

Squeaky Beach  
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Obituary  
 

Eveline (‘Eve’) Catherine Hart 

20th April, 1935 – 12th August 2012 

By Karina Hart    

Eveline Catherine was the oldest of six children born to 

Isabel and Alfred Cornwall in Bairnsdale. She spent her early 

years living with her family in Bruthen, a small country town 

nearby.  Shortly aPer her eighth birthday, Eve was in hospital 

to have her tonsils removed. She became ill, which resulted 

in her losing her hearing. Soon aPer, she went to Melbourne 

to a@end what was then called ‘the Deaf and Dumb School’. 

She was to live in Melbourne with her Aunty Poppy, 

returning home to Bruthen in the school holidays. Eve was 

the second dux of Deaf school in her final year, and wanted 

to go on to University, but at the 4me, this was not allowed. 

She became the first deaf person to do a business course at 

Sco@’s Business College. She loved dancing in her early years, 

and won the ‘Belle of the Ball’ three 4mes. 

She met Fred Hart at a dance at the Hawthorn Town Hall, 

and went on to marry him. They ini4ally rented a house in 

Hawthorn, and then had their home built in Blackburn North, 

built by their brother-in-law. They had five children, Karina, 

Sharene, Vicki, Bre@ and Rodney. Fred was a fireman who 

some4mes worked three jobs to provide for his family, so it 

was helpful that Aunt Poppy moved in to provide support. 

Eve joined the workforce in the late 1960’s and worked her 

way up from typist to the supervisor of a word processing 

pool. 

 APer Fred passed away in 1994, she became an ac4ve 

member of the Deaf Club, she enjoyed playing Bingo there. 

Other favourite pas4mes were playing Scrabble & doing  

 

 

 

crosswords, 

watching TV shows 

such as ‘Australian 

Idol’ and 

suppor4ng her 

favourite footy 

team, the mighty 

Hawks. She loved 

gardening and her 

dogs, always 

Cavalier King 

Charles spaniels. She loved spending 4me at the family 

beach house, at Rhyll, Phillip Island. She also embraced the 

new technology of the computer and the internet, and 

emails replaced le@ers to her family and friends. She also 

loved being a Grandma, 

and had seven 

grandchildren. Her friend 

and companion, Greg 

Culpi@, boarded with her 

in later years. She was 

never hardened by 

adversity and always had 

a ready smile for all. 

EMMAUS GROUP   

Tuesday mee�ngs: 10:30am - 12:00pm (BYO Lunch)  

2013  

5
th
 February plan 3

rd
 Sunday (17

th
 February) 

5
th
 March plan 3

rd
 Sunday (17

th
 March) 

19
th
 March plan for Good Friday and Easter Sunday   

9
th
 April  plan 3

rd
 Sunday (21

st
 April) 

REST IN PEACE 
 

Eveline (Evie) Hart - 12th August 2012  
 

 

Toli Giannaras - 6th September 2012   
 

Joyce Lesley Devers - 5th November 2012 

(Mother of Sandra Ki@lety and Barry 

Devers, grandmother of Amy and Dale)  

CALENDAR FOR SIGNED MASSES  
2012  

2
nd
 December City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

9
th
 December JPC Mass Prahran  11.00am,  Christmas Rally  

24
th
 December  JPC Mass Prahran  3.00pm,    Christmas Eve 

 

2013  

20
th
 January JPC Mass Prahran  11.00am,   Welcome Back 

3
rd
 February City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

13
th
 February JPC Mass Prahran 11.00am,   Ash Wed Mass 

17
th
 February JPC Mass Prahran  11.00am 

3
rd
 March City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

17
th
 March JPC Mass Prahran  11.00am   

28
th
 March JPC Mass Prahran  3.00pm,    Holy Thursday 

29
th
 March JPC Mass Prahran  3.00pm,     Good Friday 

31
st
 March JPC Mass Prahran  11.00am    Easter Sunday 

7
th
 April  City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

21
st
 April JPC Mass Prahran  11.00am  
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HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 

Please no4fy your new or correct address to:  John Pierce Centre, PO Box 443, Prahran, VIC 3181 
 

  Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  Suburb ……………………………………………………………………     Postcode ……………………. 

  TTY No:  …………………….…     Fax No: …………………………     SMS: ………………………….. 

If you wish to receive this newsle@er via email please no4fy Gail Finn - g.finn@jpc.org.au  

J^_` Pabcdb Cb`ecb Nbfghbeebc 
If undelivered please return to: 

PO Box 443, PRAHRAN 3181 
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PP325841/00013 

The Good Guys Partnership with JPC  
 

The John Pierce Centre is fortunate to have been selected as a Community Partner with the Good Guys Store. 

The Good Guys Stores are a chain of Independant Electrical and White-goods stores spread throughout Australia that 

support local Communi4es by dona4ng a por4on of all sales to their Community Partners. 

Mr Travice De Silva the proprietor of the store chose to support the Family Support Services provided by the Centre and 

especially to Deaf families in the wider Chadstone area. 

If you visit the store which is located at the Chadstone Lifestyle Precinct at 675 - 685 Warrigal Road in Chadstone,                  

keep an eye out for the JPC display on the community board and you can be sure that the staff of the Good Guys             

will give you special and a@en4ve service. 

We plan to have a couple of events at the Good Guys stores this year to publicize the work of the John Pierce Centre in 

the area of Family Support, you are welcome to be a part of these events 


