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Fr Cyril Axelrod  Fr Cyril Axelrod  Fr Cyril Axelrod  Fr Cyril Axelrod  CSSRCSSRCSSRCSSR        
 

Father Cyril Axelrod, a world renowned deaf-blind Redemptorist priest, will be visi�ng 

Australia in July and August 2012.  Fr Cyril will be visi�ng Melbourne from the 15th to 

21st August.   

 

Fr Cyril was born deaf in South Africa to Jewish parents. His deafness wasn't diagnosed 

�ll he was three years of age and he was not aware of his Usher Syndrome �ll his late 

thir�es. Fr Cyril became a Catholic when he was a young man a*er his dreams of 

becoming a rabbi  were sha+ered. Fr Cyril worked �relessly in South Africa, Macau, 

Hong Kong and many other countries .  He is living in England and this will be his third 

visit to Australia. Many of you may have met him on his previous visits here in 

Australia. 

 

Fr Cyril is also an author, having wri+en “And the journey begins”.  He travelled to set up pastoral care for deaf and deaf-

blind communi�es in many countries. Fr Cyril has worked in South Africa where he challenged the South African 

Government and went on to build the first school for Deaf children in South Africa. He knows several sign languages.  

 

JPC has organised a couple of events during Fr Cyril’s visit to Melbourne.  

    

 
Special Public Lecture Special Public Lecture Special Public Lecture Special Public Lecture     

 
 

 

 

Thursday 16th August  

5.00pm - 7.00pm  
 

 

Light refreshments a*erwards  
 

 

Where: John Pierce Centre 

 25—35 High St, Prahran  

Cost:      $10 for catering  

 

Retreat Retreat Retreat Retreat     
with Fr Cyril Axelrod  with Fr Cyril Axelrod  with Fr Cyril Axelrod  with Fr Cyril Axelrod      

 

Saturday 18th August  

10.00am - 1.00pm  
 

 

Light lunch a*erwards  
 

 

Where: John Pierce Centre 

 25—35 High St, Prahran  

Cost:      $15 for catering  

 

Ephpheta Mass & Lunch Ephpheta Mass & Lunch Ephpheta Mass & Lunch Ephpheta Mass & Lunch     
 

Sunday 19th August  

11.00am Mass  

12.30pm Lunch   

 

 

Where: John Pierce Centre 

 25—35 High St, Prahran  

Cost:      $10 per person  

               $15 per family  

 Bring cake/slices to share  
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JOHN PIERCE CENTRE 
SPIRIT OF THE DEAF COMMUNITY  

 

A.B.N.    55 005 611 601 

 

25-35 High Street  

PO Box 443 

Prahran  Victoria   3181 

 

TTY:   03 9525 1337 

Voice:  03 9525 1158 

Fax:   03 9525 1191 

E-mail: admin@jpc.org.au 

Website:  www.jpc.org.au 

 

Office Hours 

Monday to Friday  

9:30am - 4:00pm 

 

Staff 

 Chris�ne Elder 

 Gail Finn 

 Jules Hayes 

John Hill cssr 

Josephine Hynes  

Katrina Mynard 

Gabrielle Noonan 

 

Execu�ve Manager 

Rachel Miers  

 

Board Members 

Kathleen Carroll  

John Davies 

Patrick Gallagher 

Jane Henty  

Theresa Mills  

Peter Myers 

Catherine Perry 

Margaret Urquhart 

Kevin Ziebell 

 

Next Newsle	er Deadline 

                9th November 2012  

Hello  

Goodness, June and July 

came and went quickly. 

Hope you have been 

keeping warm this winter. 

I would like to thank our 

staff and volunteers for 

assis�ng with our JPC BBQ 

at Bunnings. It was held 

on the coldest ever day in 

May.  Thank you.  

We are looking forward to 

welcoming Fr Cyril Axelrod 

to JPC. He is an 

inspira�onal role model 

for all. Having faced many 

challenges in his life, 

including being deaOlind, 

Fr Cyril went on to build a 

school in South Africa, 

write a book,  travel 

around the world helping  

 

communi�es and 

complete two degrees. Do 

come to one or all  events.     

Like many of you, we are 

concerned with the TAFE 

cuts from State 

Government funding and 

the only full �me Diploma 

of Auslan course ending in 

December this year.  This 

will mean a shortage of 

interpreters, or lack of 

staff training in 

communica�ng using 

Auslan.  JPC has prepared 

a le+er template to post 

to your local minister of 

parliament. Please ask if 

you would like a copy.  

CODA Ac�vity — Footy 

Fever Day is back - put on  

 

your footy colours!  Join 

us for a BBQ lunch with 

families and friends.  

JPC Is looking for 

volunteers for our 

fundraising appeals - 

Ephpheta Appeal, Good 

Guys Gi* Wrapping for 

Fathers Day and Christmas 

and Bunnings BBQ. Send 

us an email or pop in to let  

us know if you can spare a 

few hours .  

Keep warm!   

Rachel  

 

 
 

From the  

Execu�ve Manager’s Desk 
Rachel Miers  

Volunteers Needed for our Annual 

Fundraising Appeal  
 

Ephpheta Appeal on 10th & 11th November   
 

 

We will have an annual Ephpheta Appeal in at least 20 parishes around 

Metropolitan area on the weekend of 10
th
 and 11

th
 November, 2012.    

 

We need volunteers either deaf or hearing who are willing to sign or speak at local 

churches. To give a talk to the hearing people in churches about JPC’s pastoral care 

across Victoria, and community center's ac�vi�es for the Deaf community.   

 

Let Gail Finn know either by email g.finn@jpc.org.au or SMS 0402 446 950 and 

Chris�ne Elder email admin@jpc.org.au or phone JPC 9525 1158.  
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From the 

Chaplain’s 

Desk  
Fr John Hill CSSR  

 

In June I was at an outdoor Mass that 

was a+ended by several thousand 

people. A  large choir sang during it, 

and in front of the choir, where 

everyone could see them, were four  

interpreters signing the words of the 

hymns and the ceremony in Irish, 

Bri�sh, American and Australian sign 

languages. Among the deaf people at 

the Mass, I saw  other interpreters at 

work: one signing on a deaf person’s 

hand, the other signing in German sign 

language. Although the Mass was 

being celebrated in one language, 

English, people “heard” (I’m not sure 

what the right word is)  it in at least 

five other languages. It reminded me 

of the story in the New Testament 

about the first Pentecost, when Peter 

the apostle spoke about the Holy Spirit 

to a large crowd of people who come 

to Jerusalem from all the different 

countries around the Mediterranean. 

When he spoke in his na�ve language, 

all these people understood him in 

their own language. 

 

The Mass that I a+ended was in Dublin 

at the Interna�onal Eucharis�c 

Congress. It was a mee�ng for 

Catholics to learn more about the 

meaning of the Mass, and how it 

relates to our daily lives. During the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

congress there was a special deaf 

sec�on, with presenta�ons on topics 

like deaf spirituality, the place of deaf 

people in the church, and working with 

deaf young people. The Deaf who 

came to the mee�ng were mostly from 

Ireland, England, South Africa, United 

States and Australia. There were one 

or two from other countries such as 

Germany and Mexico, and Russia. 

There were about twenty of us from 

Australia. Most were from the 

Ephpheta Centre in Sydney, Gail Finn 

and I were the Melbourne 

representa�ves. 

 

The conferences was a great 

experience. As I said above, it 

reminded me of the miracle of 

Pentecost — all these different  

languages, yet people were able to 

communicate across the barriers of 

language and culture. Before the 

conference began, Nicole Clark (from 

the Ephpheta Centre) and I spent a 

week in England. We visited the deaf 

communi�es in Manchester and 

Liverpool, caught up with some of the 

pastoral workers both there and in 

London, and spoke with some of the 

priests working with the Deaf in 

England.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. John Hill celebrated the Mass at St. John’s 

Church, Kilkenny with an interpreter, Nicole 

Clark 

 
 

We made a special visit to see Fr. Cyril 

Axelrod, and had lunch with him and 

his carer, Hester Holliday. 

 

The �me in England and Ireland was a 

great opportunity for me to learn more 

about the Deaf community, especially 

about my work at a chaplain here at 

JPC. I am very grateful to have had the 

opportunity to go. 
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Rural Outreach& Community Access  
By Gabe Noonan  

Wow, how the year is flying by, already we are half way 

through. We say that every year though… maybe we are 

slow learners!! 

My days at JPC have been filled with such a variety of 

ac�vi�es. From home visits, to country drives, mee�ngs and 

driving lessons, just to name a few! 

In April the staff had a very good “planning 

day”, where we shared our aims, thoughts 

and direc�ons for our future work here at 

JPC. It was very rewarding and helped us 

understand each other be+er, so we can 

work and improve our support of the deaf 

community. 

I had a day trip to Gippsland, where I picked 

up two people along the way & met others in Rosedale. It 

was a lovely day, catching up, wandering the second-hand 

shops and suppor�ng the deaf. It was good to have a change 

of scenery & enjoy sharing some lunch. On the way home I 

called in on another deaf lady who lives quite an isolated life, 

and she was very happy to catch up on some of the JPC 

news. 

May, saw me back in Gippsland again, but this �me for a 

“footy” day for men, at the Sports Bar in Sale. The numbers 

were ‘low’ but it was worth trying once. I thank the two men 

who showed up, and we enjoyed a lovely roast lunch! I 

forget who won the footy!!  

 

                                                                           

 

 

 

In between my trips to the country, I am in the office or out 

in the community suppor�ng our deaf with their 

appointments. That could be interpre�ng support, or 

transport, or shopping or anything really! This includes 

cooking sausages at our Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser! It was 

held on the we	est/coldest day EVER!!! Friday 

25
th
 May. It was the first �me we have tried a 

Friday and considering the weather, we s�ll 

made a profit. It was fun, and I want to thank 

the very brave deaf members who helped out 

on the day. 

June was busy, again suppor�ng and connec�ng 

people. There were several funerals which the 

staff a+ended, helping and suppor�ng where 

we could. I a+ended a workshop in the city 

about women with disabili�es and their experiences as 

vic�ms of violence. It was very good and made me more 

aware of the troubles some women have. 

July too has been a mix of ac�vi�es. From helping people 

access services with their local council, or interpre�ng with 

real estate agents to visi�ng isolated people. The retreat at 

Templestowe, with Fr John was a good opportunity to stop 

and reflect. The deaf who came enjoyed the “�me-out”, as 

did I. 

I said at the start that maybe we are slow learners because 

‘�me flies’! I would like to remind you all to take �me watch 

bu+erflies, no�ce rainbows, enjoy a cuppa with a friend, 

watch the sun set. We live in a beau�ful world… we need to 

no�ce and enjoy our blessings.  

Un�l next �me………..Gabe 

Gippsland Deaf - Who am I ?   
 

I was born in Moorabbin in 1943. I went to the Deaf school 

in St Kilda Rd for two years as a boarder. A*er that I was a 

“day boy” , going home every day a*er school. I le* school 

when I was 15 years old. 

My first job was working in a shoe factory in Collingwood, 

making ladies boots. 

I have had many different jobs since then. 

I enjoy catching up with other Deaf people who were in 

my class from school. 

My hobby is my vegetable garden and my favourite food is 

Sunday Roast!! 

 
 

I like to go for long walks to the beaches or bush.  

I like to go on weekend trips and camping. And have a nice 

beer, relax and have fun.  

Also I like to look at old 

an�ques.  

I barrack for the Bombers 

and I live in Gippsland with 

my wife, Julie. 

Living in Gippsland is great!! 

My name is ….                          

Keith Pa+erson 
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Ireland Visit   
By Gail Finn  

At first, I was interested in 

going to Dublin, Ireland for the 

Interna�onal Eucharis�c 

Congress . A*er I heard from 

Ephpheta Centre (Sydney) that 

there would have many Deaf 

people from other countries 

because that Congress would 

give workshops about the Deaf 

ministry.  

 

Upon my arrival, I learned that 

there was a commi+ee called 

“Interna�onal Catholic Founda�on for the Service of Deaf 

Persons” to set up the workshops for us (the Deaf Track) 

for the first �me. I was a bit disappointed there were not 

many Deaf people there. However, I was glad to meet new 

people from several countries: Spain, Germany, South 

Africa, United States, Mexico, Russia, England and most of 

Irish people who were volunteers to look a*er us.  

 

We kept busy by a+ending the workshops including open 

air Masses. The Deaf speakers were Fr. Paul Fletcher from 

England, Fr. Min Seo Park from South Korea, one youth 

worker from Mexico, Stephen Lawlor from Ephpheta 

Centre, and Ms. Frankie Berry from Ireland. Most of their 

talks were about their own achievements as deaf 

professionals in the Catholic church.  

 

I was so grateful for Ephpheta Centre providing two 

interpreters, Nicole Clark and Rosemary Profolio who 

worked so hard to interpret for us. Indeed, these two 

interpreters joined other interpreters from Spain, 

Germany, America, England and Ireland. It was fascina�ng 

to watch different interpreters 

signing at the same �me. Also we 

were lucky for siXng at the front 

row for every open air Mass so we 

could see interpreters clearly.  

 

Le� to  right: German, Spanish and 

Australian interpreters interpreted one of 

the Deaf Track’s workshops 

Highlights of my �me in Dublin were:  

∗ Open air Masses both solemn and prayerful          

even though it was cold and wet.  Everyone, even 

cardinals, bishops and priests wore plas�c ponchos 

over their vestments! Can you imagine us to receive 

communion under the heavy rain?  

∗ One hearing Russian Orthodox priest signed the 

Lord’s Prayer in Russian Sign Language in front of us. 

∗ At the University where we stayed, there was a play 

called “The Rejected Child” led by Deaf Irish actors in 

their own sign language. It was a true story about 

the parents found out their child was deaf. The 

father rejected his daughter by puXng her into an 

"aXc".  

∗ Our last night there, we went to the Deaf Club for a 

BBQ dinner to meet more Irish Deaf people there 

and did lots of Irish dancing with them a*er dinner.  

 

This Congress’s theme was “The 

Eucharist: Communion with 

Christ and with One Another”.  

So people were reminded of the 

meaning of the Mass by listening 

God’s word, receiving 

Communion and expressing our 

prayers. You may like to use this 

congress prayer below for your 

families, your work, and your 

church : 

 
Lord Jesus, You were sent by the Father to gather together those 

who are scattered.  
You came among us, doing good and bringing healing, announcing the 

Word of salvation and giving the Bread which lasts forever.  
Be our companion on life’s pilgrim way. 
May your Holy Spirit inflame our hearts,  
Enliven our hope and open our minds,  

So that together with our sisters and brothers in faith 
we may recognise you in the Scriptures 

and in the breaking of bread. 
May your Holy Spirit transform us  

Into one body and lead us to walk humbly on the earth, 
in justice and love, 

as witnesses of your resurrection. 
In communion with Mary, 

Whom you gave to us as our Mother 
at the foot of the cross, 

Through you 
may all praise, honour and blessing 

Be to the Father 
In the Holy Spirit and in the Church, 

Now and forever. 
Amen.                                                    

               
Ephpheta Group on a tea 

break a�er a!ending Open 

Air Mass  
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Signee Tots  
By Josephine Hynes  

Signee Tots has con�nued to meet every fortnight on 

Tuesdays, see below for dates and themes for term 3 and 4.  

So far we have been experimen�ng with different themes 

each fortnight including: Easter where decora�ng Easter 

eggs and an Easter egg hunt were great fun, a lot of those 

Easter eggs were all gone by the end of the day!  Art and 

Cra* ac�vi�es are also popular with the children geXng the 

opportunity to get their hands dirty!  

 

 

We recently had an ou�ng to the DayDreamers Indoor Play 

Centre in Windsor, where the children a+ended a Magic 

Show! The children loved the performance and laughed 

throughout the en�re show along with some of the parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
DayDreamers Indoor Play Centre: All the kids enjoyed                    

running around and playing on the equipment 

Signee Tots  

Dates:  August — December 2012   11am - 1pm  

Term 3 Program 

7th Aug  Masks  

21st Aug  Fathers Day 

4th Sept Puppets  

18th Sept  Cooking  

Term 4 Program  

16th Oct  Pain�ng  

30th Oct  Melbourne Cup  

13th Nov  Ou�ng  

27th Nov  Christmas Cra*s  

 (Decorate Xmas Tree) 

11th Dec  Christmas Tea Party   

CODA Ac�vi�es   
By Josephine Hynes  

CODA ac�vi�es are a great way to get families together and 

to catch up, it is a great idea to allow these opportuni�es 

for families to a+end the different ac�vi�es! Previous 

ac�vi�es include: A day at MSAC (Melbourne Sports and 

Aqua�c Centre) and more recently Scienceworks , these are 

run throughout the school holidays and encourage families 

to get together.  

If anyone is interested please feel free to contact me via 

email j.hynes@jpc.org.au with any future ideas you may 

have for CODA ac�vi�es or Signee Tots. 

The popular Footy day is back! JPC will be running a Footy 

Day on the 28
th
 September, where we will have a BBQ, and 

various games/ac�vi�es and prizes to be won! Come along 

and join in on the fun!  

Thankful Thought  

 
 
 

There is always,  
always,  
always,  

something to be thankful for. 
 

 

Author Unknown  

Footy Day! Footy Day! Footy Day! Footy Day!     
 

Put on your favourite Footy Colours!  
 

Prizes for Best Dressed & Games  
 

Footy Games  
 

Enjoy a BBQ Lunch  
& Ice Cream for Kids  

 

Families are welcome  
(Including Signee Tots and CODA Families)  

 

When: Friday 28th September  

Time: 11.00am—2.00pm  

Where: JPC, 25—35 High St, Prahran  

 

Entry : $10 Per Family  

RSVP by 21st September for catering 

Email Josephine j.hynes@jpc.org.au 



John Pierce Centre    7 

 

Pankina   
By Cheryl Clarke - Secretary  

Last March Pankina organised an 

ou�ng tour to see the Melbourne 

Cricket Ground (MCG). It was a very 

interes�ng tour for all people who 

came. We saw history  like old cricket's, football, soccer, 

bikes etc. 

Pankina hosted an AGM on the 21st of May this year with 

a good crowd a+ending. We welcome Vicente Anell and 

Lorna Easterbrook to the Pankina Commi+ee  

Pankina Board  2012 - 2013  

President:  Monica Stevenson  

Secretary:  Cheryl Clarke 

Treasurer:  Malcolm Stevenson 

Commi+ees  Moreen Griffiths,  

  Rayelene Thorne,  

  Janet Miller,  

  Leslie Lenier  

  Vicente Anell 

  Lorna Easterbrook. 

On the 16th July, 82 people came to our White Christmas 

Lunch event at JPC Hall. All enjoyed the lovely food.  

 

Dates: August - December 2012                                      

(Mondays 10.30am—3pm)   

13th Aug  777s 

27th Aug  Bingo  

10th Sept  Crazy Whist 

24th Sept  Bingo 

8th Oct   777s 

22nd Oct  Crazy Whist 

5th Nov  Bingo & Melbourne Cup Fashion Hats 

19th Nov  777s 

3rd Dec  Bingo & Christmas Raffles 

10th Dec  Christmas Lunch at    

  Roxburgh Park Hotel. 

 

Our popular ac�vi�es are Bingo, Crazy Whist and 777’s 

Everyone is always welcome.                                                 

Admission $5.00         Bingo $3 a book                                            

Crazy whist and 777s $2 a play.                                                  

Bring your own lunch. Tea and Coffee is provided. 

Community Ac�vi�es   
By Katrina Mynard  

Deaf Art 

Dates: August—December 2012 (Fridays 10am—2pm)  

 

Term 3    Term 4  

 

3rd Aug   12th Oct                                                     

10th Aug   19th Oct 

17th Aug   26th Oct 

24th Aug   2nd Nov  

31st Aug   9th Nov  

7th Sept   16th Nov  

14th Sept   23rd Nov 

21st Sept   7th Dec  

   14th Dec  

 

 

Wombat Cra= Group   
 

• Come and spend free time with friends and 

enjoy crafts.   

• Learn more from our experienced friends  

• Relax and Chat  

• Morning Tea provided and BYO Lunch 

• Bring your friends, the more the merrier  

Lorna says she enjoys coming to this group as she enjoys 

seeing her friends and brings along her tapestry or kniXng 

rugs. Other people in the group brings their work as well.   

They were very proud to show off their work. 

Dates: August — December 2012  

 

8th Aug                                                                       

22nd Aug                                                                                 

12th Sept                                                                              

26th Sept                                                                                            

10th Oct                                                                                    

24th Oct                                                                                         

14th Nov                                                                                                 

28th Nov                                                                                            

12th Dec  - Lunch Break Up  



 

 

John Pierce Centre    8 

 

Men's Time Out  
 

These men loves to come out here every fortnight.  They  

just like geXng together to  play cards, play board game 

called Rumminkub or UNO.  

They have a Quiz of 10 ques�ons – mainly general 

knowledge.  I believe this group s�ll 

con�nues to grow,  not just friends 

but their minds too.  

Dates: August — December 2012  

(Mondays 10am—2pm)  

 

6th Aug  20th Aug  

3rd Sept  17th Sept  

1st Oct   15th Oct  

                         29th Oct           12th Nov            

            26th Nov  

                         Dec - to be confirmed  
 

Learn to make cards with Dawn May  
A new addi�on to JPC ac�vi�es.  

 

Dates:  July — November 2012  

(Fridays 10am—2pm) BYO Lunch  

 

27th July  - Birthday cards  

21st September– Birthday cards   

16th November - Christmas cards  

 

Contact Person: Dawn May  

Email dawn.may43@hotmail.com 

(Equipment list will be provided)  

 

Women's Ou�ngs 
 

Women's Circle is now called Women's Ou�ngs. We hope 

to have the ou�ngs on a monthly basis.  

We have planned an ou�ng to Peninsula Spa for our first 

Women’s Ou�ng. It will be on the 15th August.  Friends 

are welcome.  

 

Dates:   August —  November 2012   (Wednesdays)  

 

15th Aug  Peninsula Spa (limit to 8 people)  

19th Sept  Movie & Lunch  

17th Oct  Ou�ng (to be confirmed)  

21st Nov  Melbourne Horse Races (to be confirmed) 

  

 

 

 

 

Women’s Day OutWomen’s Day OutWomen’s Day OutWomen’s Day Out    
When:  15th August 2012 

Where:  Peninsula Hot Springs, Springs Lane, Fingal (Rye)  

Time:  Meet at JPC by 8.30am.  

Bring:  Bathers, Towels, dressing gown and change of 

 clothes.  

Cost: $25.00  all day at the pools  

What to do:  Swim at any pools—temperature to suit your 

comfort.  If you would like a massage, this will be at your 

own cost and you would need to book before your arrival.   

More informa�on - www.peninsulahotsprings.com  

Contact: Katrina Mynard,  k.mynard@jpc.org.au   

                  

Lemon Slice  
By Katrina Mynard  

Yummy, Yummy, Yummy……  

 

Ingredients  

4 oz Bu+er 

¾ can sweetened Condensed Milk  

1 Packet Marie Biscuit  

1 Cup Coconut  

Grated Lemon Rind. 

 

 

Melt Bu+er add condensed 

milk, s�r un�l well blended.  

Crush biscuits into basin, add 

coconut and lemon rind.  

Pour in bu+er mixture and 

mix well.  Press into greased 

�n and leave to set.  

 

 

Icing:  6oz icing sugar and 2 tablespoon bu+er and 2 table 

spoons lemon juice.  Mix them all well.  
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REST IN PEACE 

Daniel Joseph Benne+ -  16th May, 2012                                   

(son of Loris Vinall)  

 

Clara Phyllis Mark  - 10th June, 2012             

 

Antonio Drago - 23rd June, 2012 

(father of Sandra Drago)  
 

Margaret June Hedley - 17th May, 

2012  (Mother of Marisa Hedley)  

  

CALENDAR FOR SIGNED MASSES  - 

2012  
 

 

5
th
 August City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

12
th
 August Dandenong, St. Mary’s,  10.30am 

19
th
 August Prahran, JPC, 11.00am                                        

                             (Ephpheta Sunday) 

2
nd
 September City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

9
th
 September Dandenong, St. Mary’s,  10.30am 

16
th
 September Prahran, JPC, 11.00am  

7
th
 October City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

14
th
 October Dandenong, St. Mary’s,  10.30am 

21
st
 October Prahran, JPC, 11.00am 

4
th
 November City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

11
th
 November  Dandenong, St. Mary’s,  10.30am 

18
th
 November Prahran, JPC, 11.00am 

2
nd
 December City, St. Francis, 1.30pm 

9
th
 December Prahran, JPC, 11.00am (Christmas Rally) 

 

 

John Pierce Centre Mass, 25—35 High St Prahran 

St Francis, Lonsdale St City (opposite Myer)  

St Mary’s, cnr McCrae and Foster Street, Dandenong  

 

What’s Happening…..  

 

Portsea Reunion  Portsea Reunion  Portsea Reunion  Portsea Reunion      

(1948(1948(1948(1948————1984) 1984) 1984) 1984)     

 

When:   Saturday 20th O
ctober  

Where:   Portsea Pier / P
ark  

Time:   11am  

Bring your own
  Food / Drinks 

/ Chairs / Bathe
rs / 

Enjoyment.   

Deaf Expo  

When:  27th October 2012  

Where:  Expo Hall,                                     

Royal Melbourne Showgrounds, 

Ascot Vale 

Keep this date free. See you there!  

St GABRIELS  

90th ANNIVERSARY  

REUNION WEEKEND 

Friday 26th October 2012    Welcome A*ernoon Tea  

Ephpheta Centre, 4 Turner St Punchbowl  

Gold Coin Dona�on 

  

Saturday 27 October 2012            Buffet Lunch 

            11am to 5pm  

At Workers Parrama+a Club Func�on Centre  

Cost $35 per person  

 

Sunday 28thOctober 2012  

9am Mass at St Monica’s Parish  

Cnr North Rocks Rd and Church Rd  

11am Farewell Lunch at Commercial Hotel Parrama+a 

 

More details, email Stefan Jahn:  sfajahn@gmail.com or 

Brian Johnston: johnstonbm@bigpond.com  

CONGRATULATIONS  ~ SACRAMENTS  

 

Carla Miller will have her First Communion on 

18
th
 August.  

 

Charlie Miller will have his Confirma�on at the 

end of October.  
 

We wish both of them all the best on their                     

special days.  
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Ron McCallum  - What a Man!  
Wri	en by Penny Sardone  

One of our readers asked if this 

story could be shared with the 

Deaf Community. I hope you will 

enjoy reading this story.  (Extract 

from Lord Somers Camp.org.au)  

At Founders Day 2012, Lord 

Somers Camp and Power 

House member Emeritus 

Professor Ron McCallum AO 

(1966 Staff) delivered the 

annual Somers Ora�on to one 

hundred and seventy very a+en�ve members.  Below 

Penny Sardone reflects on Ron’s extraordinary life.  

Ron McCallum (1966 Staff) was not born blind, but he 

weighed only three pounds when he arrived ten weeks 

prematurely in 1948.  It was standard prac�ce to place 

such early babies in a humidicrib with uncontrolled oxygen.  

This caused blood vessels to grow that pulled the re�nas 

off the back of Ron’s eyes.  So, while this prevented him 

from dying, he permanently lost his sight within hours of 

his birth.  

Life at home was difficult.  His father was fi*y eight when 

Ron was born.  He suffered from post-trauma�c stress a*er 

World War II.  He found it very hard to cope with a disabled 

child and, a*er Ron’s birth, any affec�on within the 

marriage seemed to end from all of those pressures.  Ron 

became a Legacy boy a*er his father died and was brought 

up by his mother, now a War widow, in poor 

circumstances.  They lived in Hampton.  

“I had an extraordinary mother who brought me and my 

two brothers up – we were very much working class, very 

much on welfare,” Ron remembers.  “My eldest brother 

drove a truck.  I mean, that’s the sort of people we are.” 

His mother used to read to Ron and his older brothers 

when they were young and discuss the pictures.  He 

remembers puXng his hands up and his mother saying, 

‘Remember you’re blind and you can’t see the pictures’. 

“I would have given anything to read,” he says.  “Those 

memories of not seeing the pictures on the book when I 

was two and a half are burned into my brain.” 

He went to special blind residen�al school.  He worked a 

lot on his own, but had some dedicated teachers.  His last 

four years of educa�on were at St Bede’s College, 

Mentone.  Although his mother was Catholic, the religion 

was more ma+er of culture to the family.  She must have 

ba+led very hard to get him into a sighted school, because 

children with problems were not assimilated into the 

mainstream school system then.  

As a teenager, Ron considered becoming a high school 

history teacher – it represented a career he could cope 

with.  He achieved very good marks in Year twelve, got into 

Law, and decided to have a go at it for a year at his 

mother’s sugges�on.   He went to university because other 

types of middle-ranking jobs were not open to him – blind 

people in those days did manual jobs, like making baskets.  

“I would have been terribly bad at that,” smiles Ron at the 

memory, “and I could see that my only chance for a career 

was to go to university, although we weren’t a university 

family.  I was the only member of my family to finish Year 

twelve.” 

“As a disabled person I had to work that much harder,” 

Ron recalls of his uni days.  He had friends who read aloud 

to him or onto reels of tape and he would sit all day 

listening to them.  At one point he had eighteen miles of 

tape in his office! 

“I would have loved to have been a barrister,” he says 

ma+er-of-factly, “but I could see that you’d have to read 

things in a hurry as a barrister.  Because I’d always 

accepted my blindness, this wasn’t something that I 

regre+ed or thought about too much.” 

He realised that the only way, as a disabled person, to 

become an academic was to study somewhere overseas. 

SiXng around in Australia he would find it very hard to get 

jobs.  A*er gradua�ng from Monash Law School with a 

Bachelor of Jurisprudence in 1970 and a Bachelor of Laws 

in 1972, he obtained a Bri�sh Commonwealth Scholarship 

to pursue graduate studies in Canada.  On his return he 

was offered a teaching posi�on in the Monash University 

Faculty of Law where he worked from 1974 to 1992.  

In January 1993, he was appointed the founda�on Blake 

Dawson Waldron Professor of Industrial Law at Sydney 

University.  Nine years later, he commenced a five-year 

term as Dean of Law.  Professor Ronald Clive McCallum is 

the first totally blind person to be appointed to a full 

professorship in any field at any university in Australia.  He 

is also the first totally blind person to be appointed Dean of 

a Law School in Australia and New Zealand.  

“The most sa�sfying thing I’ve done,” says Ron, “has been 

to teach for thirty five years and to see my students grow 

into lawyers, judges, just ordinary ci�zens and parents, 

whatever.  It is a great privilege.” 

Con*nued next page  
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Ron McCallum  - What a Man!  
 

When asked if he ever considered having children, Ron 

relies: “I met one day a kindergarten teacher who invited 

me to come to her crèche, telling me I was an interes�ng 

person.  When I went there, I suddenly realised that this 

was something that I’d been missing – I wasn’t expec�ng to 

have rela�onships, I wasn’t expec�ng to have children.  I 

could see that my life was fairly narrow and scholarly.  I 

needed to reach out, so a*er a few weeks I came to help 

her with the kindergarten class every couple of Fridays.  It 

was that child contact that showed me I was part of a 

broader world, part of the fabric of life, and so I did that for 

ten to twelve years.” 

Ron met his wife, Mary Crock, at a dinner party hosted by 

mutual friends.  He heard her extraordinary clear voice 

saying interes�ng things, and he thought to himself, I’ve 

got to meet this person.  Mary’s father was an 

ophthalmologist, so she was used to bring around blind 

people.  They fell in love about a year a*er their ini�al 

mee�ng and, although Ron had not proposed to her, she 

knew that he was the man she would marry.  

A*er they discussed marriage, Ron said she would need to 

take an important test and asked her to go to the crèche 

class with him.  “If they give you the thumbs up,” he told 

her, “we’re on.”  At the end of the session, one of the 

students came up and said to him, “Ron, we’ve been 

talking, and we think you ought to marry that girl.” I said, 

“Ok, I’ll do it.” 

Mary is proud of the fabulous father Ron quickly became.  

From the �me their three children were born he was 

involved at every level in their upbringing.  When they 

were �ny babies he used to change their nappies; when 

they were older he played sport with them.  Because of 

Ron’s disability, he and Mary have tried to ins�ll in their 

children the ability to see people for who they are, beyond 

externali�es, to empathise with another.  

In the 1990’s Ron finally got his first computer that could 

actually read back in synthe�c speech what he had wri+en 

and, once he got a scanner, he could read anything.  He is 

among the first group of blind people to be able to read 

the same kind of documents as a sighted person and he 

feels extremely privileged to have lived through this era.  

However, with so many momentous events in his life in a 

short space of �me it became hard for him to cope, to 

adjust to the fact that longing had turned into realiza�on.  

Counselling helped him through this �me.  Mary gave him 

a flute when he was forty three, realising he had no 

hobbies, and although he confesses his musician son 

shudders when he plays, he loves the physicality of blowing 

and moving his hands over the instrument.  He also 

became involved with Chris�an media�on by accident: it 

has helped him greatly in dealing with stress, has taught 

him to live in the present and has given him a new spiritual 

depth.  

“If I don’t meditate morning and night,” he says, “the walls 

start coming in.  I think we all need a lot of silence in our 

world, to fill ourselves up with grace and other products of 

silence.  We need this silence to ground ourselves.” 

When praised for being an excellent role model, Ron is 

quick to correct this.  “I wouldn’t want my story to be one 

to say, well, all disabled people can make it,” he says.  

“There are a whole series of circumstances in my life which 

have gone to my advantage.  I very rarely think about being 

blind in the sense of what I’m missing or what I would like 

to see.  Blindness is part of me, it’s like my right hand.  I live 

with it day and night, I’ve lived with it since my birth, I can’t 

separate myself from my blindness.  If I hadn’t been blind, 

life would be very different.  In shaping me, blindness has 

actually enabled me to have an extraordinary life.  I’m so 

grateful that at least for this life it has been full of such 

abundance.” 

Being named Senior Australian of the Year for 2011, Ron 

hopes this will help him to ensure all people with a 

disability are treated equally, and that they are given the 

same level of human rights and inherent dignity that most 

Australians take for granted. 

“I would like us to be more thoughbul and inclusive,” he 

says about his latest achievement, “to include we persons 

of disability and other minori�es to make us a be+er 

na�on. Let’s be tolerant and build a be+er Australia.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard with Ron McCallum on his award - 

Senior Australian of the Year  

Photo Source: SBS website 



 

 

John Pierce Centre    12 

SURFACE 

MAIL 

POSTAGE PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 

Please no�fy your new or correct address to:  John Pierce Centre, PO Box 443, Prahran, VIC 3181 
 

  Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  Suburb ……………………………………………………………………     Postcode ……………………. 

  TTY No:  …………………….…     Fax No: …………………………     SMS: ………………………….. 

If you wish to receive this newsle+er via email please no�fy Gail Finn - g.finn@jpc.org.au  

Jcde Pfghig Cgejhg Ngklmgjjgh 
If undelivered please return to: 

PO Box 443, PRAHRAN 3181 

 
Print Post Approved 

PP325841/00013 

The Good Guys Partnership with JPC  
 

The John Pierce Centre is fortunate to have been selected as a Community Partner with the Good Guys Store. 

The Good Guys Stores are a chain of Independant Electrical and White-goods stores spread throughout Australia that 

support local Communi�es by dona�ng a por�on of all sales to their Community Partners. 

Mr Travice De Silva the proprietor of the store chose to support the Family Support Services provided by the Centre and 

especially to Deaf families in the wider Chadstone area. 

If you visit the store which is located at the Chadstone Lifestyle Precinct at 675 - 685 Warrigal Road in Chadstone,                  

keep an eye out for the JPC display on the community board and you can be sure that the staff of the Good Guys             

will give you special and a+en�ve service. 

We plan to have a couple of events at the Good Guys stores this year to publicize the work of the John Pierce Centre in 

the area of Family Support, you are welcome to be a part of these events 


