
Mariana – Hi there! I'm Mariana and this is Ramas.  I want to thank you so much Ramas, for agreeing to be 

involved in this event, we are so excited. Can you tell me a little bit about your passion for Deafhood and 

how that came to be?  

 

Ramas: Yes, well I do have a passion for this topic because I am Deaf, my parents are deaf and I was 

brought up in a Deaf world - with Deaf clubs, Deaf schools and everything! But today I’m noticing that deaf 

clubs are folding and deaf kids are being integrated into hearing schools and I wonder about our Deaf 

identity - which we do have - but I wonder how it is going to get passed on to the next generations  

My passion for Deafhood and my reason for getting involved is because I do have an identity and we do 

have a culture and our elders do have something worth sharing with Deaf youth. 

I studied Deafhood in Bristol in the UK with a man named Paddy Ladd (this is his name sign – it looks like 

“Jesus” but he is not Jesus!). He is a Deaf lecturer and researcher. I studied there for two years and I 

became qualified in Deafhood Masters of Science. So I think it’s a good opportunity to come to the gala to 

talk the guests. 

I want to mention also; at the dinner I will also be looking at “Deaf Space”. This is directly related to 

Deafhood as we look at the importance of a physical centre where Deaf people can meet.  Yes, we’ve got 

technology, we have got Skype and all of that, but where do we meet and gather together face-to-face 

nowadays? It is a cafe or is it somewhere like JPC, where people can come together and have that physical 

space to call their own? It’s important. So come along and I’ll share more with you on the night. 

 

Mariana: Yes, great, and just confirming it is the Tuesday 22 August -  and hope to see you all there! Thank 

you Ramas! 


