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Office Hours
Monday to Friday

From the
Executive
Manager’s Desk
Rachel Miers
As Christmas is near, the
advent begins and also is
a time of reflection
about the importance of
what family and friends

mean to us. It is also a
reflection of our journey
of faith and how we can
improve ourselves in
assisting other people in
their times of need.
When I was a child, I
learnt of the word
Advent which meant
coming. It is a season of
waiting and preparing
for the celebration of
baby Jesus coming.
JPC had a recent church
appeal, visiting catholic
parishes
to
raise
awareness of the work
of JPC. I would like to
say thank you to the
parishes
and
their
community for their

lovely welcome. Thank
you to all volunteers,
staff and interpreters
who have assisted with
this appeal.
JPC welcomes four new
board directors, Thomas
Beddoe, David Heilbron,
Sonya Tissera-Isaacs and
Brian Tooth. Please give
them a warm welcome.
I would like to wish all a
very Merry Christmas on
behalf from JPC Board
and Staff. Enjoy your
lovely holiday break with
your family and friends.

Rachel

9:30am - 4:00pm
Staff

What’s news in the Pastoral Team?
Christine Elder
Gail Finn
John Hill cssr
Josephine Hynes
Katrina Mynard
Melissa Smith
Mariana Voggenreiter

Executive Manager
Rachel Miers
Chairperson JPC Board
Theresa Mills
Board Members
Thomas Beddoe
Kathleen Carroll
David Heilbron
Sonya Tissera-Isaacs
Brian Tooth
Margaret Urquhart
Br Shane Wood (minutes)
Next Newsletter Deadline
April 2016
JPC would like to thank the community
members for allowing us to use their photos
in this publication and we also acknowledge
the
use
of
free
images
from
freedigitalphotos.net

By Mariana Voggenreiter
Back in August, we told you about the ICONNECT project. This is a project
that the Pastoral team has been working on over the last few months focused on contacting remote and isolated deaf people via video
conferencing. We are excited to announce that we have successfully
connected with some of our remote deaf people….and they LOVE IT!
Thank you again to the John Wallace Foundation for providing the grant
to supply IPADs, and a huge congratulations to the pastoral
team for persevering and making these video meetings
happen! John Pierce Centre have now given 2 clients a loan
iPad to help us to have regular contact and it is wonderful to
see our clients smiling and feeling that they are not isolated.
Like Katrina has said in the past, “No-one should ever feel
isolated or lonely and I am proud that we offer a service that can really all
in need.” We could not have been more happier with the outcome. We
believe we have started the to overcome the problem of isolation within
our community and we are excited to be able to provide more services,
especially to our rural Victorian clients.
A special thanks also goes to Telstra. Recently, a
representative from the not for profit arm of
Telstra met some JPC staff and began to look at
ways that could help support the deaf
community. Telstra has started by helping to
provide the Sim cards we used in the ICONNECT
project!
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From the
Chaplain’s
Desk
Fr John Hill CSSR

In the family of one of my cousins,
there were once four children under
the age of five. At Christmas and for
their birthdays they were usually
given toys, so they had plenty of
things to play with. But they had one
toy that they fought over more than
any other. It wasn’t an expensive toy
or a flashy looking one, but it was the
toy that each of them wanted to play
with more than the others.

As we are getting closer to Christmas,
I have been thinking about that toy.
In the lead up to Christmas, we are
bombarded with advertising about
the latest toys we can get for our
children. These toys are always
glamourous, attractive and hi-tech,
but how long do they hold the kids’
interest? Within a few days after
Christmas, lots of presents are tossed
into a bedroom corner and never
used again, because kids have quickly
lost interest in them. I think about
the wooden blocks my cousins’ kids

The toy was actually made by their
grandfather. He got a piece of wood
and cut it up into smaller pieces with
different shapes. The kids played with
it as if they were smaller pieces were
building blocks. They would arrange
these small pieces into different
patterns and shapes. The toy was
really basic and had no money value
at all, yet it fascinated the kids. It was
the favourite toy.

fought over, and I wonder how much
money has been wasted because
people think that the best presents
we can give are the most expensive
ones.
The real meaning of Christmas and
giving gifts is not about the money
we spend, but what is in our hearts.
The money we spend on presents
can’t buy us the love of our children
or forgiveness from someone we
have hurt. All the latest hi-tech
presents are of no use if our families
are divided, or if we can’t forgive or
can’t open our hearts to people in
need.
Christmas is about God’s love coming
into our hearts. That is a gift money
cannot buy, and it is given to all of us
who want and ask for it.

John Hill CSSR
Chaplain

Christmas Mass and celebration
Sunday 13th December 2015
JPC Hall, 25-35 High St, Prahran
Mass at 11:00 am
Celebrate with us after Mass
B Y O Lunch
Dessert and tea and coffee
will be provided
(plus raffle drawn, see more info on page 6)
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Memorial Mass (from November 2015)
and Dealing
with grief
“Blessed are
those who
mourn, for
they shall be
comforted”
—Jesus Christ,
Matthew 5:4

It can be hard at Christmas time when you are grieving and
missing the times you shared with your loved ones who
have passed.
Be kind to yourself and understand that grief takes time
and everyone handles it in a different way.
If you ever need to talk to someone, or want someone to
visit you, please contact our JPC pastoral team.

Our team are very friendly and respectful and will make it
comfortable for you to express yourself. We will listen to
you and point you in the right direction for further help if
you need it.
(some information sourced from :
http://resources.beyondblue.org.au/prism/file?token=BL/0390)

I’m Free
(Author Unknown)
Don’t grieve for me for now I’m free,
I’m following the path God laid for me.
I took his hand when I heard him call,
I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone will stay that way,
I found that peace at close of day.
If my parting has left a void
Then fill it with remembered joy
A friendship shared, a laugh a kiss,
Ah yes, these things I, too, will miss.
But not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life has been full, I’ve savored much.
Good friends, good times, a loved ones touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all to brief
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief,
Lift up you hearts and share with me,
God wanted me now,
He set me free.

Staff Profile: MELISSA
SMITH

JPC Hall for hire
Did you know that you may hire the JPC hall for a small
fee, for your workshop, seminar or events?

Favourite colour? Black...is that a
colour?

Recently we shared our hall with ASLIA (VIC) and Auslan
Stage Left, as they needed a venue to conduct some
interpreter training focused on Christmas Carols.

AFL team? Sydney Swans
Favourite holiday place? Fiji (but
I've only been once!)

“We had a fantastic event and the JPC hall provided us
with a space that catered for presentations as well as
small group work” Said Michelle Ashley from Auslan
Stage Left.
We are proud of our centre as we are not only welcoming, but accessible and
suited to a variety of
events.

Ideal dinner guests? Anyone with
a sense of humour
Favourite meal? Italian and Mexican
Coffee or Tea? Both, but no instant coffee
Favourite TV show? The Block

For more information
please contact us:
Christine Elder
admin@jpc.org.au

Favourite part about working at JPC: I love to see how
JPC provides support in so many different ways to
everyone in the community....and everyone is always
smiling!
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Thank You for a great year, from the
Board Members
Another year comes to an end and our board members
like to acknowledge those who have supported us
throughout the year. Here are some pics from our Thank
You party in November.

Smile
Smile
(Author Unknown)
A smile costs nothing, but gives much.
It enriches those who receive, without making poorer those
who give.
It takes but a moment, but the memory of it sometimes
lasts forever.
None is so rich or mighty that he can get along without it,
and none is so poor, but that he can be made rich by it.
A Smile creates happiness in the home, fosters good will in
business, and is the countersign of friendship.
It brings rest to the weary, cheer to the discouraged,
sunshine to the sad, and it is nature's best antidote for
trouble.
Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed, or stolen, for it
is something that is of no value to anyone, until it is given
away.

Be Thankful

Some people are too tired to give you a smile;

(Author Unknown)

Give them one of yours, as none needs a smile so much as
he who has no more to give.

Be thankful that you don't already have everything you
desire ... if you did, what would there be to look forward
to?
Be thankful when you don't know something ... for it
gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times ... during those times
you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations ... they give you
opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge... which will build
your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes ... they will teach you
valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you're tired and weary ... because it
means you've given your all.
It's easy to be thankful for the 'good' things ... yet, a life
of rich fulfilment comes to those who are thankful for the
setbacks.
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive ... find a way
to be thankful for your troubles and they can become
your blessings.
Source: quotes for the mind.com

And some more photos…..
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Year Of Mercy

Prayer for the Year of Mercy

Did you know...In March
this year, Pope Francis
announced his intention
to declare a year of
Mercy - starting on
Tuesday 8th December.

Pope Francis has written the following prayer for the
Extraordinary Holy Year of Mercy:

The Jubilee of Mercy will
begin when Pope Francis
opens the Holy Door of
St Peter’s Basilica on 8
December 2015 (the
50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican
Council) and concludes when he closes that same door on
20 November 2016.
Pope Francis says, "We need constantly to contemplate
the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity,
and peace. Our salvation depends on it.
Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most
Holy Trinity.
Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God
comes to meet us.
Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of
every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his
brothers and sisters on the path of life.
Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening
our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our
sinfulness.
At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on
mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of
the Father’s action in our lives. For this reason I have
proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special
time for the Church, a time when the witness of believers
might grow stronger and more effective.
The motto for the year, Merciful like the Father, serves as
an invitation to follow the merciful example of God who
asks us not to judge or condemn but to offer love and
forgiveness instead.
(From the Catholic of Melbourne Archdiocese website http://www.cam.org.au/
evangelisation/Resources/Year-of-Mercy)

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly
Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from
being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness
only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words
that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by
forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord
risen and glorified.
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in
weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in
ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after,
loved, and forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its
anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from
the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring
good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of
Mercy,
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Buy your tickets now. Contact the office or a JPC staff member
TIX are $2.00 each—Will be drawn on Christmas Celebration Mass on Sunday 13th December

Great prizes...Including ....A Telstra mobile phone, A sports pack, A wine pack,
A Christmas hamper
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Upcoming Dates—Tuesdays:
Starting Date : Tuesday 9th February

By Josephine Hynes
We have had a busy few months here at JPC, with various
fun activities at Signee Tots, such as our mad hatter
creations day, all about animals and our fantastic day out to
the Melbourne Zoo during the school holidays!
The school holiday outing to the Melbourne Zoo, was a
fantastic day, with several families attending. The children
enjoyed seeing all the animals and wondering around the
Zoo. We enjoyed a lovely picnic lunch together while the
children played on the playground. Thank you to Mariana
for her help on this day.

23rd February
8th March
22nd March
5th April
19th April

I would like to say a big thank you
to all the families that have
attended Signee Tots this year. I
hope you all have a safe and
happy time over the Christmas
break and I look forward to seeing
all our young kids in the new year.
(And, mums and dads - remember
- this is a place for you to chat,
share advice and stories and get
involved in the fun too!)

For more info,
contact:
Josephine Hynes
j.hynes@jpc.org.au

Deaf Art is a great, fun, rewarding group experience.
It helps you to learn a new skill and keep your brain active!

Upcoming Friday Dates:
TERM ONE:
Starting Date is on 5th February
12th, 19th and 26th February.
4th, 11th and 18th March
25th March – Close due to public holiday

TERM TWO :
Starting Date is on 8th April
15th, 22nd and 29th April
6th, 13th, 20th and 27th May.

Contact: Katrina Mynard
SMS: 0400 660 601
k.mynard@jpc.org.au
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Ladies Day Out
Ladies Day Out continues to be popular amongst the
ladies every month. It is great to see all the ladies
catching up with friends and enjoying their day when we
go out.
The recent outing was at Yarra Valley Chocolatier & Ice
Creamery at Yarra Glen. The ladies loved the outing and
learnt more of how the chocolates were extracted from
the cacao which is a fruit. There were five chocolate
tastings, with nuts, coffee, orange, strawberry or chili
infused flavours.

Deaf Mens Group
Deaf Men’s Group is run on a Monday,
each fortnight from 10am to 2pm. Most of
the men come to the JPC Hall and have fun
catching up with their friends.
Come and join us—It’s an open house!
Coffee/ Tea are provided, but please BYO
Lunch.

The dates have been made for Wednesdays each month:
17th February:

Scentsy Party at JPC
(organised by Lisa Taylor)

th

Strawberry Farm in Red Hill.

th

International Food Outing

16 March:
20 April:

Pankina
Cheryl Clarke (Secretary)
Pankina has been a
success this year and
deaf enjoy playing bingo,
crazy whist n 777s. A
highlight was 25 deaf
went to Werribee Zoo
and took the safari tour
and saw some animals!
For more info on any of these
community activities…
Contact : Katrina Mynard
Mobile SMS: 0400 660 601
E: k.mynard@jpc.org.au

Newsletter sent to your Email
Do you want to receive the newsletter on EMAIL for
free? If you can give us your email address, we can send
you an electronic copy of the newsletter (no longer in
the mail) and this is free. You will not need to pay $10 to
cover printing costs! So, please help us to save trees and
we can email you from now on.
Please contact Gail or Melissa:
g.finn@jpc.org.au
m.smith@jpc.org.au

We will have a break up
lunch and Christmas
raffles on Monday 23rd
Nov at JPC. Raffle prizes are TV, Nutribullet, Westfield
voucher Christmas hamper n cake.
Raffle: 3 tickets for $2.00.
Buy tickets at Pankina at JPC on Monday 23rd Nov
Christmas lunch will be : Monday 7th Dec at Royal Hotel
Essendon, and we will see you back in 2016 on Monday
18th January.
Happy Christmas and New year from Pankina Members.
Upcoming Dates:
Mondays and some Tuesdays due to Public Holiday
MON 18th January
MON 1st February
MON 15th February
MON 29th February
TUES 15th March
TUES 29th March
MON 11th April
TUES 26th April

John Pierce Centre
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Congratulations &
Welcome

Calendar for Signed Masses
First Sunday Mass every month
at John Pierce Centre (start in
March 2016)
Second Sunday Interpreted
Mass at St. Francis Church,
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.
Third Sunday Mass every month
at John Pierce Centre

Amelia Devlin
First Communion on 16th
August, 2015. (Daughter
of Paul and Wendy.)

(3rd Sunday Mass)

Jason Hately-Fenton
Baptism on 20th
September, 2015.
(Grandson of Lance and Kerry Hately).

Amelia Devlin

Sunday 17th JAN
(with interpreter)

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

(3rd Sunday Mass)

Makayla Jane Ellis

Sunday 21st FEB
(with interpreter)

– Baptism on 25th October, 2015.
(Granddaughter of Cheryl Clarke).

(First Sunday Masses
start in March)
Sunday 6th MARCH
(no interpreter)

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

(3rd Sunday Mass)

Gustino Mastroianni – 19th July, 2015
(mother of Peter)

SUN 20th MARCH
(with interpreter)
Holy Thursday:

Prahran, JPC 3:00pm

nd

Audrey Alberta Sage – 22 July 2015
Jean Winifred Griffiths – 27th July 2015
(aunt of Ken Griffiths (deceased)
Sr. Francesca Crick OP – 12th August
2015 (Dominican Sister)
Debra-Ann Lummis – 29th August 2015
John Lesley Wood – 7th September 2015 (father of Neil Wood, David Wood
and Heather Mills)
Gianfranca ‘Gianna’ Devcic – 12th September 2015 (aunt of Alex Pennuto)
Cora Zeilinger – 24th September 2015 (cousin of Alex Pennuto)
Brian Hogan – 28th September 2015 (husband of Sheila)
John Hunt – 8th October 2015
Evelyn Isabella Young – 20th October 2015
Robin Muggleton nee Campbell – 26th October 2015
Ronald David Rose – 5th November 2015 (companion of Zoe Walsh)

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

th

Thurs 24 MARCH
Good Friday:
Friday 25th MARCH
Easter Sunday:
th

Prahran, JPC 3:00pm

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

Sunday 27 MARCH
(1st Sunday Mass)
Sunday 3rd APRIL
(no interpreter)

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

(3rd Sunday Mass)
Sunday 17th APRIL
(with interpreter)

Prahran, JPC 11.00am

John Pierce Centre

10 reasons to be a Volunteer
Volunteering provides many great new challenges,
relationships, and rewarding circumstances. Below are
the top 10 reasons people enjoy volunteering:

1. Volunteerism promotes personal growth & selfesteem.

2. Understanding the needs of our community can help

10

Upcoming opportunities to
volunteer:
GOOD GUYS Chadstone is a
great supporter of ours and each
year we offer gift wrapping at
their store, for their customers.
This is for a gold coin donation
to JPC.

foster empathy and self-efficiency.

3. Volunteering enriches your life and makes our
community stronger

4. You can “give back”to the community and gain a
sense of belonging.

5. Volunteering offers the opportunity to share your

We hope to raise more funds
for our centre.
So, if you are free on some days
through December, please contact JPC and let us know
when you are available to help with gift wrapping.

expertise and gain a new skill set.

6. It brings people together from diverse backgrounds to
work toward a common goal and build steam work
7. Volunteering enhances your quality of life.
8. Being a volunteer can be very rewarding
9. It is an opportunity to explore new personal interests
and goals
10. An opportunity to have fun and try something new

Thank You to one of our strong
supporters—The Good Guys!
For many years now, John Pierce Centre has been a very
fortunate Community Partner of The Good Guys Chadstone.

Our chance to give back to others:
CABRINI health has been a community partner of ours
and we would like to help them by creating small
treasures for some visitors to the hospitals.
We are calling for volunteers to help make small felt
gifts (heart and teddy bear), for people who are visiting
loved ones in hospital. It is a small keepsake that can be
passed onto the sick person and then kept in the family
if that person passes away. It’s a treasure and a nice way
for people to remember their loved ones
Would you like to be a part of this? Have fun making
crafts catching up for a cuppa?
If you would like to be a volunteer for any of these
activities, please contact admin@jpc.org.au

Mr Travice De Silva the proprietor of the store, chose to
support the Family Support Services provided by the Centre
and especially to Deaf families in the wider community. The
Signee Tots Program continues to be eventful and fun—and
this is all thanks to the support of Travice and his generous donations. The kids even enjoyed
some new equipment this year.

The Good Guys Stores are a chain of Independent Electrical and White-goods stores spread
throughout Australia that support local Communities by donating a portion of all sales to their
Community Partners.
Travice’s team can help you with technology and home theatre needs and much more. His
staff are fully trained and can help you with any questions you may have.
Visit the store: Chadstone Lifestyle Precinct at 675 - 685 Warringal Road in Chadstone.
Keep an eye out for the JPC display on the community board and you can be sure that the
staff of the Good Guys will give you special and attentive service.

John Pierce Centre
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Want to keep in touch
with JPC?

Strawberry Santas
Ingredients:

until fluffy.
Cut strawberries in half, leaving about
⅓ of tip of strawberry for top (hat), and
⅔ of the strawberry for the bottom
(body).
Pipe whipped cream on top of each
bottom, and place top of strawberry
over whipped cream. Whipped cream
filling will serve as the face of Santa.
Gently place chocolate chips on Santa's
face.
Pipe dots of whipped cream on bottom
strawberry to make buttons on Santa's
suit.

1 cup organic heavy cream
1 tablespoon organic sugar
2 tablespoons whipped cream optional
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
(Recipe from: http://
14-18 strawberries, depending on the
jeanetteshealthyliving.com/2012/12/
size mini chocolate chips
strawberry-whipped-creamDirections
santas.html)
Place cream in a bowl. Mix stabilizer
with sugar and pour slowly into cream
as you beat the cream. Beat cream

Look at this great eatable
Christmas Tree.
It’s so easy to put together, just
follow the pictures!

Ganache Truffles
Ingredients:
2/3 cup cream
400g milk chocolate cooking chocolate
200g dark chocolate to cover ganache
balls

You can always find more
information about JPC and
the wider Melbourne deaf
community and events on:


our Facebook
page



our website

And, if you
would like to share some
news with the community,
please contact us.
We may be able to add it to
the next issue of our
Newsletter!

Method for Truffles:

bain-marie.

Place the cream in to a pot over a
medium-low flame, heat over stove
until bubbles start to appear around
the edges of the pot.

Do not let the water touch the
underneath of the glass bowl.
Continuously stir the chocolate until
melted. Once smooth take the bowl
off the pot and transfer to a bench
top.

Remove from heat and add the milk
chocolate, stir until completed melted
and well combined, make sure there
are no lumps and that the mixture is
smooth.
Place mixture in freezer for 1 hour to
set. Remove from freezer, using either
a spoon or a melon baller scoop out
spoonfuls of ganache and shape them
into balls using your hands.
Melt 200g dark chocolate by placing a
glass bowl with chocolate on top of a
pot of boiling water - this is called a

Place a ganache ball onto a fork and
dip into the melted chocolate.
Carefully hit the fork down on the
edge of the bowl to get rid of any
excess chocolate. You can choose to
top your ganache balls with nuts,
sprinkles etc before setting the outer
coating if you wish. Place covered
ganache ball onto tray with baking
paper and allow to set in fridge.
Thanks to Auslan Cooking
Classes.com

John Pierce Centre
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JPC WALL CALENDAR
For 2016, we have created a calendar showing all our
events and important religious dates and holidays.
There is also plenty of room for you to write your
own special notes on each day.
The calendar also reminds people about what we
offer to the Deaf community by showing beautiful
imagery each month and some great photos of our
community members.

Please support us. Buy our 2016 calendar now!
All profits go towards 2016 programs and
pastoral support for deaf people
and their families.

There is only a limited number available so buy now
and don't miss out.
Buy from John Pierce Centre office = $15.00
or
Order and receive by post = $18.50 (includes postage
and handling)
Contact: admin@jpc.org.au or any JPC staff member
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