NEWSLETTER
Easter ~ April 2011

The

Resurrection
gives to us the

unbelievable
possibility
of the

newness of life
that

forgiving
and

being forgiven
brings.
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Welcome to
our Easter
Newsletter,
It is an exciting
time of change
here at JPC.
I am very
pleased to
tell you that I have recently
accepted an opportunity to
focus on the Community Centre
and Pastoral Work of the John
Pierce Centre. This is wonderful
for me as I have really enjoyed
the people and groups that are
now coming to JPC each week.
It will also mean that these
programs will grow over the
next few months as I will have
more time to organize day trips
and new programs. I will also
be coordinating our Pastoral
Care Team and home visiting
services so please contact me
if you would like to learn more
about these programs. The title
of my new role is Pastoral Care
Coordinator.

My role change has been made
possible as Rachel Miers has
accepted a 6 month position
as Acting Executive Manager
here at the JPC. Many of you
in the Deaf community will
know Rachel very well. I am
sure you will appreciate her
warm and friendly manner. I feel
very happy to step aside and
allow a Deaf person with her
knowledge the opportunity to
take up a leadership role at the
JPC. She has many skills that
will assist us in our work and
mission. I will now be at JPC
on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Fridays. Rachel will also work
part-time to allow her to keep
up with her other important
job – mum to two beautiful
children!
I am sure you will join me in
welcoming Rachel to the John
Pierce Centre.
Rebecca Miller
Executive Manager
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Next Newsletter Deadline
15th July 2011

The tradition of
eating pancakes on
Shrove Tuesday is
nearly 1000 years
old.
JPC Staff: ‘Shrove Tuesday’ in the kitchen!

EASTER GREETINGS
We wish you all a happy Easter.
Celebrate Life, Love and Happiness.
From the staff of the JPC

The John Pierce Centre office will close on Friday, 22nd April for the
Easter break and re-open on Wednesday, 27th April 2011.
See page 5 for Easter Mass Celebration Times.
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RACHEL MIERS - NEW ACTING EXECUTIVE MANAGER
Hello everyone, I’m Rachel Miers
and I have started working at JPC
recently. There has been some
changes within JPC and I have been
appointed as an acting executive
manager for a while. While I am here
in JPC, I am really looking forward
to meeting you all and getting to
know you too and I really enjoying working here.
I’m sure most of you may know me from St
Mary’s Delgany in Portsea as Rachel Campbell.
And probably you may have met me through
Melbourne 2005 Deaflympics and Victorian Council

of Deaf People where I previously worked.
My two wonderful children have been involved
with Signee Tots many years ago. We love going
to CODA activities especially the footy days and
the bike riding with other families. By the way I
am proud to be a Carlton supporter. Are there any
Carlton supporters out there?
Please do drop in to say hello and share your
thoughts on how we can make JPC a better place
for you.

FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK
So far, 2011 has been a year of
great natural disasters. In January
there were floods in Queensland,
in February the earthquake
in Christchurch, and in March
the earthquake and tsunami in
Japan. As we have seen on the
news, all of these events have
caused terrible destruction and loss of life. What
we have seen disturbs us because we have seen
the suffering of so many people. But we also feel
disturbed and upset for another reason. These
events reveal to us a painful truth: there are some
things in life that we cannot control. Even with all
the fabulous technology that we have, we can’t
control everything about our world.
These recent disasters make us stop and think
about what is important in our lives. During the
Queensland floods, I saw a television interview
with a woman who had just lost her house. She
said, “Our house has all gone. But, it was just a
house. The important thing is that our family are
all safe”. I don’t know if she was just putting on a

brave face, but her words stuck in my mind. Maybe
she could see that some things in life there are
more important than even our own homes.
Easter is a time that teaches us about the
important things in life. The Easter story is about
someone who lost everything. Jesus didn’t lose
his house, but he lost something more important.
He lost his friends and his life. One of his followers
betrayed him, and the other disciples abandoned
him on the day he died. His death on the cross
was humiliating and shameful for both him and his
family.
But we know that the story does not end there.
Easter means that Jesus received a new kind of
life from God. A spirit was given to him that was
more powerful than death. The same spirit has
also been given to us. It means that we can face
whatever might happen in life. Easter means
hope, a hope that can see us through any kind of
disappointment, sadness or tragedy.
Fr John Hill

CHRISTMAS RALLY RAFFLE - 12th December, 2010
Congratulations to Raffle prize winners:
1st Prize: Nintendo DSI XL Starter Pack - Des Townsend
2nd Prize: Christmas Hamper - E. Battaglia
3rd Prize: Tea Set Hamper - Damian and Denise Lacey
4th Prize: Toys for boy - J. Hageman
5th Prize: Toys for girl - Maurice O’Dwyer
6th Prize: Canon Printer - Rita Cohen
7th Prize: Car Brush Vaccum Cleaner - Kim Henderson
8th Prize: Men’s/Ladies’ Tools - Nola
9th Prize: Cadbury Chocolates - Johnny Mastroianni
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COMMUNITY NEWS
RURAL OUTREACH - SALE

can continue to liaise and support each other’s work.

Last week when I was in Traralgon, I had a meeting with
Dale Reddick. He is the new deaf access worker for Deaf
Access Victoria, Gippsland. His office is located in Sale.

I look forward to a lively and rewarding working
partnership with DAV, as we develop opportunities and
provide support for the Deaf community throughout the
Gippsland region.

Dale has taken over from Leanne Wishart, who was in the
position for several years. Dale has a work history that is
very community based, and is currently studying Auslan to
assist with his interaction with the Deaf community.
His team work under the auspice of Vicdeaf and find great
support and resources from them. I have invited him to
visit us here at JPC when he is next in Melbourne, so we

If you would like to contact Dale, his details are below:Phone/TTY …(03)5143 1537
Fax…………..(03)51431814
Email………..gippsdav@netspace.net.au
Gabe Noonan

GABE’S GIPPSLAND GIRLS

different ways, in a comfortable and familiar environment.

GGG is a group of women from Gippsland who get
together about once a month in Traralgon.

I can also support you to access services in Traralgon if
they need to get some “jobs” done or bills paid while
they’re in town. Lunch can be anyone’s choice and of
course more “talking”!!

Why Traralgon?? Because it is central for all the women
who live in different areas of Gippsland. It is convenient to
get to, either by train or bus.
We usually meet about every 4-6 weeks, and it’s usually a
Friday. We first meet for coffee at Chaci’s Café about 10am.
We stay there for awhile then go for a walk around the
shops. A little bit of retail-therapy!

Everyone heads home about 3pm either by bus, train or
car, tired but very happy!
It is an open group and everyone is “WELCOME”.
Looking forward to the next GGG –Friday April 29th.
Gabe Noonan
g.noonan@jpc.org.au

If there is any paperwork that I can help with, the ladies
usually bring that along. I can offer support in many

COMMUNITY MEMBER’S FAVOURITE RECIPE
SPECIAL FRIED RICE by Maree Hynes
Ingredients
1 tablespoon of olive oil
1 onion chopped into dice
8 pieces bacon rash (short cut) chopped into dice
1 tablespoon Italian herbs
1 tablespoon garlic mince (jar)
5 eggs
5 peices broccoli (cut to small pieces)
5 pieces cauliflower (cut to small pieces)
2 cups of rice
2 tablespoon soy sauce (with or without) prefer to have
for flavour
Method
Cook rice.
Put olive oil in wok, chopped onion, bacon, Italian herbs
and garlic mince until cooked.
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Then put them aside. Put little oil then add eggs in wok.
When eggs are cooked, add
onion and bacon mixture to wok again. Add cauliflower
and broccoli together to cook.
When rice is ready, strain the rice and put the rice in the
wok. Add soy sauce and mixed all togther.
Cooked for about 15 minutes in medium heat.
Can serve with chicken wings or stir fry.
Hint: rice can be kept in fridge for 24 hours if there is left
over.
Maree has been making
this for over 25 years.

MEN’S TIME OUT: Every 2nd Monday 10am - 2pm
The members of this group have decided to change their fortnight day from Tuesday to Monday. Therefore they can
come to JPC every week on Mondays. One week for Pankina and the next week for JPC Men’s Group.
Since the changes, I am pleased to say that we are getting more men coming to the group on Mondays .
These men are happy to just have chats, play cards or play Rummikub. They usually play different games every time
they come. It is a very relaxed and friendly group.
Men of all ages are welcome to come. Tea and Coffee and yummy cake provided! BYO Lunch.
Katrina Mynard

WOMEN’S CIRCLE
This lovely group meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month. I would like to see this group growing as I am very
keen to collect their recipes for our new Cookbook project. When you come next time, please remember to bring your
favourite recipe.
JPC is very keen to make a Deaf Community Cookbook. It is important to us that you give us your name and your story
on why this recipe is so good to you.
We also would like to set up “sub-committee”, hoping to gain 2 or 3 volunteers to help make a cook book.
When this book is complete it will be available for you to buy. This will raise money for our community centre.
Katrina Mynard

DEAF ART GROUP
Ten people meet every Friday at John Pierce Centre. Magdalena Buscek is a student of Fine
Arts glass blowing at Monash University. She is an artist herself. She is happy to teach deaf
people how to develop and enjoy being creative in different artistic styles. We really enjoy
the artwork especially mosaics. We learn how to break tiles, old crockery (plates, saucers even
cups) before glueing the broken pieces on a board, plant pot, or glass vase. We were amazed
how the pictures developed at the end of our work. This certainly give us pride as creative
artists. We not only gather and share our work, but we can also relax and socialize together.
We have also been fortunate to visit galleries to assist us in gathering new ideas.
Gail Finn

Clever Artist!
Vase displayed at Gasworks

I am very interesting learn the deaf art class.
I am happy to know how to do make the
mosaic tiles and glass mosaic art.
Maureen Bickford

These items are made
by Deaf Art Group.
What a clever group!

WOMBAT CRAFT GROUP
It is such a beautiful group of very kind and thoughtful people. Each week we
see them making something for other people. New members always welcome.
Currently they are knitting for :
•
•
•
•

Rugs for poor and old people.
Rugs for RSPCA.
Shawls for babies / premature babies / hospitals/ floods.
Jumpers / Cardigans to Africa who’s suffering of HIV.
Katrina Mynard
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PANKINA GROUP
Pankina Group enjoy Christmas lunch at Ringwood RSL and also enjoyed playing Bingo. People love playing Bingo $$$.
Pankina Group went to Marysville on 28th March and it was all very interesting.
We thank Rebecca Miller for interpreting.
Monica Stevenson, President

SIGNEE-TOTS
The Signee-Tots continued to meet every fortnight, see calendar later this page for dates.
Children enjoyed the story-telling at previous activity, a mother who did a fantastic job read out the story to them. Also
many thanks to the parents who encouraged their children participate this important reading times. The day was a
great success and it was wonderful to see the children grouped up together with their parents.
What a wonderful day we had an Easter theme other day. All children who attended throughly enjoyed their time
hunting for the eggs. Instead of keeping chocolates for later, they ate all up!
Children love the squishy goodness of that wonderful, colourful homemade playdough that allows the kids wandered
an imagination of real life. Thank you to one mum who gave up her time to make the dough for us.
Great news, JPC has added some more fun for the children, a new rubber safety surface on ground in our backyard near
the cubby house that allow children to play safety and more freely and creatively.
Wendy Devlin

CODA ACTIVITIES

CODA activities are wonderful way to bring families together. Many children commented that they had a lot of fun and
they would like us to continue those outings regularly. Everyone welcome and anyone interested in attending these
activities, please give your email address to me at wendy.devlin@jpc.org.au or contact JPC staff.
Wendy Devlin

STORY FOR CODA FAMILIES
One day I took my son to McDonalds for dinner. I approached the lady who’s willing to take my orders, unbeknown
to her that I am deaf. I spoke with voice to order meals for myself and my son. But she couldn’t understand me. She
automatically started to speak to my 9 year old son.
While I was trying not to sound too angry, I had to speak up and said to her, that it is not appropriate for you to talk to
little children, and if she didn’t understand me, she will need to talk to me as an adult.
The poor lady went red in the face.
We went back again about a month later, again I approached to the lady (different lady from last time) and ordered
meals for my son and myself. Again she automatically spoke to my son.
My son, stepped back and said “don’t look at me, please look at my mum” at the same time, pointing finger towards me.
As a mum, it is important to me that young children be the age they could be. Also, how much control do I give to my
child. It is difficult to measure “control” because they do automatically learn to help their Deaf parents since birth.
Taking too much control of adult situation early in life, could possibility create problems for them later in life. It is hard
for CODA teenager to accept Mum and Dads boundaries if they feel they have always been “in charge”.
These feelings and behaviours are common to CODA children and we need try and understand how they feel.
All parents feel Guilty sometimes. Children are very good at making us feel bad when we make a decision they do not
agree with. We want to love them and give them the best of all things so it normal to feel guilty when we have to be
firm and they are sad or disappointed. Sometimes we just have to say “NO”.
Katrina Mynard
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF MALCOM STEVENSON TO THE
CATHOLIC DEAF COMMUNITY OF MELBOURNE
Malcolm was born in July 1940. He was educated at VSDC and largely used oral
communication in his younger years. He worked as a cleaner and general labourer at the Army
Barracks in St Kilda Rd.
He met and married Monica, a deaf lady from Moruya NSW. They have a daughter Debbie who
is married to Simon and a grand daughter Mikayla, all of whom are hearing but all of whom
sign to Monica and Malcolm.
Another grand child is due in May and the grandparents are very excited.
It was between 1986 and 1988 that Malcolm took an interest in the activities of the Catholic Deaf Community in
Melbourne and he eventually participated in 3rd Sunday Masses and other events/functions.
During these years, Malcolm was a participant in the Lenten Renew Program and joined the group that met for prayer
and discussions at Kath Baldwin’s home. It was in 1988 that Malcolm was received into the Catholic Church by Fr Greg
Bourke.
Malcolm then became a committee member of the Catholic Association for Deaf People Melbourne inc. He accepted the
role of treasurer of the organization. He accepted help from two of the current Board members to set up the books and
was shown how to keep the account books in order. He prepared the books for auditing each year. Malcolm continued
in this role until CADM inc closed in 2005.
Malcolm is also a member of Pankina, a group for older deaf people. Again, he was asked to be the treasurer. He
accepted this position and kept the accounts for a few years. He also prepared a monthly summary of Pankina’s monies
for JPC, under whose auspices Pankina operates. He was happy to receive help from a past manager of JPC.
For many years, Malcolm and Ron Griffiths (dec) looked after the garden at Prahran, toiling once a week to weed, mow,
rake, plant, sweep, prune and generally keep everything tidy.
After recuperating from major surgery, Malcolm resumed this task but without the assistance of Ron.
He has now retired from this work.
Malcolm could be described as a quiet achiever and a most obliging person. For years, he helped move the furniture
before and after lunch in the hall on 3rd Sundays and on other occasions.
He was often the cook at sausage sizzles held at JPC.
He always does the little extra things that help make events/functions hassle free.
Malcolm has been a recipient of the E.R.Noble award.
In the past, he was involved in the annual JPC appeal.
He is an attendee of most JPC functions and often a helper.
He was an attendee of the CADHIPA national Conferences.
He has been a volunteer preparing the Newsletter for posting.
In recent times, Malcolm has stepped back a little, after many years of generosity and willingness to help.

“EMMAUS” LITURGY GROUP
Our “Emmaus” liturgy group had its first meeting for this year to prepare our monthly Sunday
Masses. We are all keen to learn more of selected Reading and Gospel messages. They can create
more meaningful of what the Reading and Gospel are about. Also we can have a good practice
for us to learn how to use Auslan while reading the Reading and the Gospel. We will be busy to
prepare for Easter Services – Palm Sunday 17th April, Good Friday 22nd April, and Easter Sunday
24th April.
Fr. John Hill explained to us that the Catholic Church will have a new English translation for Mass starting this June. He
will lead the workshop after the third Sunday Mass on 15th May, 2011 at 1.00pm, regarding the new changes or words
for Mass itself e.g. how can we translate English words into Auslan. We wish you all a Happy and holy Easter with hope
and love.
Gail Finn
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OBITUARIES
Patrick Tarrant was a wonderfully generous man to his family and those who
were involved in the lives of his 3 deaf children.

He and Joan have 9 children and 3 of them are deaf and also have Usher’s Syndrome.
Pat and Joan attended the Conference in Canberra in 1978, which was organized by
Fr Peter Robinson for families with deaf children and those working with them.
From then on, Pat and Joan supported all Fr Peter’s efforts in setting up JPC at
Ripponlea.
As a Portsea parent, he was most generous with help and compassionate especially in taking children who
could not go to their own homes for weekends, usually because of distance These children would spend
the weekend at the Tarrant home and they already had 9 children of their own. Nothing was a problem to
Pat when it related to deaf children. The family supported St Mary’s Portsea whilst their 3 children attended
school there in the 60’s and 70’s.
As well as supporting JPC by attending Masses and social events, Pat also supported people with a vision
problem. The family also supported the family camps at Porepunkah, organized by Fr
Peter Robinson (Robbo).
In the early 80’s, Pat was a committee member of CADHIPAV which later became CADM.
Pat was a very generous, quietly spoken and friendly person whose support was
unfailing.
May he rest in peace.

CONGRATULATIONS ~ SACRAMENTS
BIRTH

Callum Arthur Leslie Dyson—20th June, 2010; son for Naomi
and Gavin; grandson for a delighted Nola and Vince Harrison.

BAPTISM

Callum Dyson–7th November, 2010 at St. Michael’s,
Ashburton (grandson of Nola & Vince Harrison).

REST IN PEACE
Patrick Tarrant – 19th November, 2010
(husband of Joan, father of Peter Tarrant,
Maree Heenan and Colleen Dehne)
Graham Ball – 26th November, 2010
Brian Loxley – 26th November, 2010
(husband of Denise from Nathalia)
Gloria Carberry – 3rd December, 2010 (friend
of Margaret Urquhart)
Gloria Caleo – 8th December, 2010 (sister of
Patricia Andersson)
May Gook – 31st December, 2010 (sisters
of Gladys Lyon and Betty Uhrhane, aunt of
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interpreters Erin Gook and Ryan Gook)
Wilma Charles – 3rd January, 2011
(aunt of Dot Thomas and Janet Miller)
Edward (Ted) James Compton – 4th February,
2011 (father of Celia)
Graeme Sydney Smith – 26th February, 2011
(father of Natalie Fuller)
Thelma Newton (nee Whatley) – 26th February,
2011
Irene Ann Cooney - 24th March, 2011
(aunt of Steve Miller)

COMMUNITY MEMBER’S FAVOURITE RECIPE
CHOCOLATE CARAMEL SLICE

From “The Big Book of Beautiful Biscuits” by The
Australian Women’s Weekly.
24 ice cream wafers
185g (6oz) dark chocolate
15g (1/2oz) butter
3/4 cup canned sweetened condensed milk
15g (1/2oz) butter
1 1/2 tablespoons golden syrup
3 teaspoons smooth peanut butter

STEP 1
Line a 28cm x 18cm (11in x 7in) lamington tin with aluminium foil. Cover base of tin with
12 ice cream wafers. Trim wafers where necessary to fit base perfectly. Remove wafers
from tin and cut remaining 12 wafers to correspond.
Combine chocolate and butter in top of double saucepan, melt chocolate over
simmering water, spread base of tin with half the chocolate.

STEP 2
Arrange wafers, as shown, over chocolate; refrigerate while preparing filling.

STEP 3
Combine condensed milk, butter and golden syrup in saucepan, stir constantly over
medium heat until mixture begins to stick and bubble on base of pan, continue stirring
further 3 minutes; stir in peanut butter.
Spread caramel mixture evenly over wafers, arrange rest of wafers on top.

STEP 4
Spread wafers with remaining chocolate. Refrigerate 30 minutes or until chocolate is set.
Stand at room temperate 20 minutes before cutting. Cut into squares then into triangles
with sharp knife.

Note: Compound chocolate is not recommended for this recipe.
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GREAT NEWS!!
The John Pierce Centre is fortunate to have been selected as a Community Partner with the Good
Guys Store.
The Good Guys Stores are a chain of Independant Electrical and White-goods stores spread
throughout Australia that support local Communities by donating a portion of all sales to their
Community Partners.
Mr Travice De Silva the proprietor of the store chose to support the Family Support Services provided
by the Centre and especially to Deaf families in the wider Chadstone area.
If you visit the store which is located at the Chadstone Lifestyle Precinct at 675 - 685 Warrigal Road in
Chadstone, keep an eye out for the JPC display on the community board and you can be sure that the
staff of the Good Guys will give you special and attentive service.
We plan to have a couple of events at the Good Guys stores this year to publicize the work of the
John Pierce Centre in the area of Family Support, you are welcome to be a part of these events”

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS?
Please notify your new or correct address to: John Pierce Centre, PO Box 443, Prahran, 3181
Name: 												
Address: 												
Suburb: 								

Postcode: 			
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